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Tdewntifyjing avd Correcting Rum-On Sentevces and Sewtence Fragments

By Ariel Presswood



The Importance of Sewtence Structure

Sentence structure plays a fundamental role in effective communication. A well-structured
sewtence ewsures that ideas are conveved clearly, concisely, and grammartically. When sentences
follow proper structure, they allow for smoother readivg, making it easier for andiences to engage
with the content, whether v academic writing, professional commuvication, or creative
storytelling,

However, errors such as run-on sewtences and sentence quvmcvﬁs com disrupt clarity and weaken
the overall impact of writing. Run-on sentences occur when two or wmore independent clanses are
improperly joined, making the sewtence overwhelmivg or difficult +o follow. Ow +the other hand,
sentence fragments are incomplete thouaghts that lack a subject, verb, or both, leaving the
reader confused and searching for additional informatiow.

These structural issues can hinder comprehension and reduce the effectiveness of writing.
Without proper punctuation and logical counections between ideas, the message can become
muddled, forcing the reader to work harder +o understand the intended meanivg. Furthermore,
improper sewtence structure can make writing appear unpolished or unprofessional, particularly in
formal settings such as essays, reports, and business documents.

WMastering sewtence structure is not just about following grammar rules—it’'s about creating
writing that is engaaing, precise, and impactful. Whether crafting persuasive arguments, +ellivg
compelling stories, or composivg techmical reports, understanding how +o construct sewtences
correctly ensures that the message is delivered with accuracy and fluency.

This paper will explore the common mistakes of run-on sentences and sentence fragments, examine
their causes, and provide effective methods for correction. Additionally, we will discuss strategies
for improving sewtence structure, allowing writers +o strengthen their communication skills and
develop greater confidence v their writing. By refinivg sewtence structure, writers can create
content that is ot only grammatically sound but alse dynamic and ewgaging for readers.



Understanding Run-Ow Sewtevces

what is a Run-Owv Sewtence?

A rum-on sewtevce occurs when two or wore independent clanses (complete thoughts) are
incorrectly joined without proper punctuation or connecting words. This grammatical error can
make writing difficult +o read, causing confusion and reducing clarity. Run-on sewtences often lack
the vecessary breaks that auide the reader through the flow of ideas, making them seem rushed
or disoraavized.

Run-on sentences generally take +wo main forms:

1. Fused Sewtences — Two independent clauses are joined with vo punctuation at all.
2. Comma Splices — Two independent clanses are incorrectly joined with only a comma,

Examples of Run-On Sewtences:

» T love to play soccer I practice every day. (Fused sentence)
» T love to play soccer, I practice every day. (Comma splice)

Both examples contaiv two complete thoughts, but they are improperly connected. Without proper
punctuation or conjunctions, these sentences can make the meanivg unclear or force the reader +to
re-read the passage for better comprehension.

why Do Rum-On Sentences Matter?

Rum-on sewtences can make writing appear unstructured and difficult to follow. They can also
weaken the impact of ideas by cramming too much information into a single sewtence withont
appropriate panses. T formal writing, run-ous cav reduce readability and make arguments seem
less convincing. Recoomizing avd correcting them helps improve sewtence clarity, professionalism,
and overall writing effectiveness.



How +o Fix Rum-Ov Sentences

Rum-on sentences can make writing confusing and difficult +o read, but they caw be corrected usivg
several strategies. The method chosen depends on ow the writer wants to structure their ideas
and the level of connection between the independent claunses. Below are four effective ways to fix
run-on sentences and improve sewtence clarity.

Use a Period +o Separate the Sentences

The simplest way to correct a run-on sewtence is +to break it into two separate sewtences. This
ensures that each independent clanse stands alone, making the writing clear and direct.

I love o play soccer. I practice every day.
@ Why T+ Works: This method eliminates the ruv-on by turving each independent clause into a

distinet thought, prevewting sewtence overcrowdivg.

Use a Comma and a Coordinating Conjunction (FANBOYS: for, and, vor, but, or, yet, so)

Coordinating conjumctions help connect related ideas while maintaining readability. Using one with a
comma properly links the +wo independent clanses.

T love +o play soccer, and I practice every day.
@ Why I+ Works: The coordinating conjuvction (and) conmects the two thoughts logically while

+the comma prevents a comma splice.

Use a Semicolon to Connect Closely Related Tdeas

A semicolon can be used o join +wo independent clauses that are closely related in meaning. This
method avoids the abruptuess of a period while keeping ideas conmected.

I love o play soccer; I practice every day.
@ Why It Works: The semicolov creates a simooth transition between the two thoughts without

the need for a conjunction.

Use a Subordinating Comjumction to Show Relationship

Subordinating conjunctions (e.9., becanse, although, while, since) establish a cause-and-effect
relationship between clauses, turving one clause ivto a dependent clause.

Because I love to play soccer, I practice every day.

@ Why T+ Works: The sentence now has one ndependent clanse (I practice every day) and one
dependent clanse (Because I love +o play soccer), preventing it from being a ruv-on,



Understanding Sewtevce Fragments

A sewtence fragment is av incomplete sentence that does ot express a complete thought. Tt may
be missing a subject, a verl, or both. Sometimes, fragments occur because a dependent clause is
mistakenly left standing alone. When this happens, the reader is left wondering what comes vext,
making the writing feel disjointed or incomplete.

what is a Sentence Fragment?

Sentevce fragments often sound unfivished whew read alond because +hey lack the necessary
grammatical compovents to stand alove. A complete sewtence requires three elements:

A subject — Who or what the sewtence is about.

A verb — The action or state of being,

A complete thought — The sentence must make sewse on its own.



Examples of Sentence Fragments and How to Fix Them

Depevndent Clanse Standing Alone

A dependent clanse contaivs a subject and a verl but does vot express a complete thought, T+
relies on an independent clanse to give i+ full meanivg.

XK Because T love to play soccer. (What happens becanse of this?)

Fix: Attach it +o an independent clause +o complete the thounght.
v Because I love to play soccer, I practice every day.

@ Why T+ Works: The sentence now provides a complete idea by explaining what happens as a
result of loving soccer.



WMissing a Subject

Some fragments contain a verb but lack a subject, leaving the reader wsure of who or what is
performivg the action.

& Running through +he park on a samy day. (Wno is rumning?)

Fix: Add a subject to complete the sentence.
v She was raming Hhrough +he park on a sanny day.

@ Why T+ Works: Now the sentence clearly states who is rummivg, making it complete.



Missing a Verb
A sentevce without a verb does not describe an action or state of beivg, making i+ incomplete.
XK The boy with +he red backpack. (What about the boy?)

Fix: Add a verl to clarify the action or state of beivg.
v The boy with the red backpack is waiting for +he bus.

@ Why I+ Works: The verb "is waiting" gives the sewtence a clear meaving.



Phrase Fragment

Sometimes, groups of words look like sewtences but are actually just phrases lacking both a
subject and a verb.

XK A beautiful sunset over +he ocean,

Fix: Turv the phrase into a complete sentence.
v A beautiful sunset over +he ocean painted +he sky in Vibrant colors.

@ Why T+ Works: Adding a subject (A beautiful sunset over +he ocean) and a verb (painted)
gives the sentence full meanivg.



How to Tdentify and Fix Sentence Fragments

v Step 1:Read the sewtence alond. Does i+ sound complete, or does i+ feel like somethivg is
missing?

v Step 2. Check for a subject and verb. Does the sewtence include both?

v Step 3: Ensure it expresses a full thought. Cav i+ stand alove as a complete idea?

v Step 4: Combive or rewrite as needed. Attach fragments to independent clanses or rewrite
them to add wissivg elements.



Strategies +o Ldentify and Correct Errors

Effective writing depends on proper sewtence structure, and identifying ruv-on sentevces and
sewtence fragments is essential for clarity. By applying specific strateaies, writers can ensure
their sentences are grammatically correct and easy to wnderstand.

Read Aloud: Hear the Flow of Your Sentences

Ovie of the simplest yet most effective ways to identify sewtence errors is to read your writivg
alond. If a sewtence sounds too long, rushed, or incomplete, i+ may be a ruv-ov or a fragmewt.

@ How I+ Helps:

Ruv-on sentences often feel overwhelming and confusing whew spoken alond.
Sewtence fragments may leave the reader expecting more information,

Listening +o your sewtences helps detect missing punctuation and awkward phrasing.

Example:

X She went +o +he store +hen she bought some apples and she went home tired but happy.
She went to the store, bought some apples, and went home tired but happy.



Tdewtify the Subject and Verb: Ensure Completeness

Every complete sentevce must have both a subject and a verb. If one of these is missing, the
sewtence is likely a fragment.

@ How I+ Helps:

Eusures that every sentence expresses a full thought.
Helps detect fragments that lack a subject, verb, or both,
Improves sewtence clarity and grammatical correctuess.

Example:
X Running through +he park on a warm afternoon. (Wno is running?)
She was raming through the park on a warm afternoon,



Use Punctuation Wisely: Prevent Rum-Ovs and Fragments

Correct punctuation helps separate thoughts clearly and prevents grammartical errors. Rum-on
sewtences can be fixed using punctuation marks like periods, commas with conjumctions, or
semicolons.

@ How I+ Helps:

Busures proper sentevce separation and logical flow.

Preveuts comma splices (two independent clanses incorrectly joined by a comma).
Strevgthens readability by structuring ideas properly.

Ways to Fix a Rum-On Sewtence:

X 1 love writing I practice every day. (Run-on)

I love writing. I practice every day. (Period)

T love writing, and I practice every day. (Comma + conjunction)
I love writing; I practice every day. (Semicolon)



Avoid Stringing Too Many Tdeas Together: Break Up Long Sentewces

while complex sentences can add depth to writing, overly long sentences can confuse readers.
Separating ideas nto shorter, well-structured sentevces improves readability.

@ How I+ Helps:

Ensures that each sewtewce expresses a clear idea.
Prevents umnecessary complexity in writing.

Helps the reader process information wore easily.

Example:

X 1 was ranning late for school T forgot my lanch I had +o go back home +hen T missed the bas
and had +o walk.

I was raming late for school and forgot my lanch. I had +o go back home, but I missed +he
bus and had +o walk.



Seek Feedback: Use Peer Review and Grammar Tools

Sometimes, it's difficult to spot errors in our own writing, Ha\/‘lvn@ another person review your
work or using grammar-checking tools can help idewtify and correct mistakes.

@ How I+ Helps:

Provides a fresh perspective on sentence structure.,

Helps detect overlooked rum-ons and fraoments,
Bvconrages collaborative learning and writing improvement.

Recommended Tools for Grammar and Sewtence Checking:
v Grammarly

v Hemingway Editor
v Wicrosoft Word's Grammar Checker
v (ogle Docs Spelling & Grammar Tool



Strengthening Writing Through Clarity

Clear and effective writing is built on the foundation of strong sewtence structure. Properly
constructed sentences evsure that ideas are conveyed with precision, making commumication easier
for both the writer and the reader. Run-on sewtences and sewtence fragments, if left uncorrected,
cov disrupt the flow of writing, confuse the audience, and weaken the overall message. By
recoomizing avd addressing these errors, writers can siguificantly improve the readability avd
professiovalism of their work.

WMastering sewtence structure is more than just adhering to grammar rules—it is about makivg
writing engaging, persuasive, and impactful. A well-structured sentevce not only delivers
informartion but also enhances the tone, rihythm, and effectiveness of the message. Whether
writing av academic paper, a business report, a creative story, or even av email, maintaiving
sewtence clarity ewsures that ideas are expressed logically and convincingly.

The Benefits of Strong Sentence Structure

@ Enhances Readability — Well-structured sentences auide the reader smoothly from one idea +o
the vext, reducivg confusion and making comprehension effortless.

@ Iwmproves Persuasion — In persuasive or araumentative writing, clarity strenathens +he
writer’s position by presenting points logically and cowcisely.

@ Boosts Professionalism — Proper sewtence structure reflects competence, attention to detail,
and strong commumication skills v academic and professional settings.

@ Ewncourages Creativity — A solid grasp of sewtence structure allows writers to experiment with
style, tone, and sewtence variety while maintaining colherence.

Developing a Habit of Clear Writing

Achieving clarity in writing requires consistent practice and attention o detail. Here are some
strategies to strewgthen writing:

Revise and Edit Thoroughly —Review writing multiple +imes, focusivg on sewtence structure,
punctuation, and readability.

Read Aloud — Hearing sentences spoken can help detect awkward phrasing and structural
errors,

Break Down Complex Tdeas — Avold overly long sewtences by breaking them into clear, concise
statements.

Practice Sewtence Variety — Using a mix of short and long sewtences can create a watural and
engaging writing rivtim.

Seek Feedvack — Having another person review vour work provides valuable vsight into areas
that may need improvement,
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