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The Importance of Sentence Structure
Sentence structure plays a fundamental role in effective communication. A well-structured 
sentence ensures that ideas are conveyed clearly, concisely, and grammatically. When sentences 
follow proper structure, they allow for smoother reading, making it easier for audiences to engage 
with the content, whether in academic writing, professional communication, or creative 
storytelling.

However, errors such as run-on sentences and sentence fragments can disrupt clarity and weaken 
the overall impact of writing. Run-on sentences occur when two or more independent clauses are 
improperly joined, making the sentence overwhelming or difficult to follow. On the other hand, 
sentence fragments are incomplete thoughts that lack a subject, verb, or both, leaving the 
reader confused and searching for additional information.

These structural issues can hinder comprehension and reduce the effectiveness of writing. 
Without proper punctuation and logical connections between ideas, the message can become 
muddled, forcing the reader to work harder to understand the intended meaning. Furthermore, 
improper sentence structure can make writing appear unpolished or unprofessional, particularly in 
formal settings such as essays, reports, and business documents.

Mastering sentence structure is not just about following grammar rules—it’s about creating 
writing that is engaging, precise, and impactful. Whether crafting persuasive arguments, telling 
compelling stories, or composing technical reports, understanding how to construct sentences 
correctly ensures that the message is delivered with accuracy and fluency.

This paper will explore the common mistakes of run-on sentences and sentence fragments, examine 
their causes, and provide effective methods for correction. Additionally, we will discuss strategies 
for improving sentence structure, allowing writers to strengthen their communication skills and 
develop greater confidence in their writing. By refining sentence structure, writers can create 
content that is not only grammatically sound but also dynamic and engaging for readers.



Understanding Run-On Sentences

What is a Run-On Sentence?

A run-on sentence occurs when two or more independent clauses (complete thoughts) are 
incorrectly joined without proper punctuation or connecting words. This grammatical error can 
make writing difficult to read, causing confusion and reducing clarity. Run-on sentences often lack 
the necessary breaks that guide the reader through the flow of ideas, making them seem rushed 
or disorganized.

Run-on sentences generally take two main forms:

1. Fused Sentences – Two independent clauses are joined with no punctuation at all.
2. Comma Splices – Two independent clauses are incorrectly joined with only a comma.

Examples of Run-On Sentences:

• I love to play soccer I practice every day. (Fused sentence)
• I love to play soccer, I practice every day. (Comma splice)

Both examples contain two complete thoughts, but they are improperly connected. Without proper 
punctuation or conjunctions, these sentences can make the meaning unclear or force the reader to 
re-read the passage for better comprehension.

Why Do Run-On Sentences Matter?

Run-on sentences can make writing appear unstructured and difficult to follow. They can also 
weaken the impact of ideas by cramming too much information into a single sentence without 
appropriate pauses. In formal writing, run-ons can reduce readability and make arguments seem 
less convincing. Recognizing and correcting them helps improve sentence clarity, professionalism, 
and overall writing effectiveness.



How to Fix Run-On Sentences
Run-on sentences can make writing confusing and difficult to read, but they can be corrected using 
several strategies. The method chosen depends on how the writer wants to structure their ideas 
and the level of connection between the independent clauses. Below are four effective ways to fix 
run-on sentences and improve sentence clarity.

Use a Period to Separate the Sentences

The simplest way to correct a run-on sentence is to break it into two separate sentences. This 
ensures that each independent clause stands alone, making the writing clear and direct.

 ✅ I love to play soccer. I practice every day.

 🔹 Why It Works: This method eliminates the run-on by turning each independent clause into a 
distinct thought, preventing sentence overcrowding.

Use a Comma and a Coordinating Conjunction (FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)

Coordinating conjunctions help connect related ideas while maintaining readability. Using one with a 
comma properly links the two independent clauses.

 ✅ I love to play soccer, and I practice every day.

 🔹 Why It Works: The coordinating conjunction (and) connects the two thoughts logically while 
the comma prevents a comma splice.

Use a Semicolon to Connect Closely Related Ideas

A semicolon can be used to join two independent clauses that are closely related in meaning. This 
method avoids the abruptness of a period while keeping ideas connected.

 ✅ I love to play soccer; I practice every day.

 🔹 Why It Works: The semicolon creates a smooth transition between the two thoughts without 
the need for a conjunction.

Use a Subordinating Conjunction to Show Relationship

Subordinating conjunctions (e.g., because, although, while, since) establish a cause-and-effect 
relationship between clauses, turning one clause into a dependent clause.

 ✅ Because I love to play soccer, I practice every day.

 🔹 Why It Works: The sentence now has one independent clause (I practice every day) and one 
dependent clause (Because I love to play soccer), preventing it from being a run-on.



Understanding Sentence Fragments
A sentence fragment is an incomplete sentence that does not express a complete thought. It may 
be missing a subject, a verb, or both. Sometimes, fragments occur because a dependent clause is 
mistakenly left standing alone. When this happens, the reader is left wondering what comes next, 
making the writing feel disjointed or incomplete.

What is a Sentence Fragment?
Sentence fragments often sound unfinished when read aloud because they lack the necessary 
grammatical components to stand alone. A complete sentence requires three elements:

 ✅ A subject – Who or what the sentence is about.
 ✅ A verb – The action or state of being.
 ✅ A complete thought – The sentence must make sense on its own.



Examples of Sentence Fragments and How to Fix Them

Dependent Clause Standing Alone

A dependent clause contains a subject and a verb but does not express a complete thought. It 
relies on an independent clause to give it full meaning.

 ❌ Because I love to play soccer. (What happens because of this?)

 ✅ Fix: Attach it to an independent clause to complete the thought.
 ✔️Because I love to play soccer, I practice every day.

 🔹 Why It Works: The sentence now provides a complete idea by explaining what happens as a 
result of loving soccer.



Missing a Subject

Some fragments contain a verb but lack a subject, leaving the reader unsure of who or what is 
performing the action.

 ❌ Running through the park on a sunny day. (Who is running?)

 ✅ Fix: Add a subject to complete the sentence.
 ✔️She was running through the park on a sunny day.

 🔹 Why It Works: Now the sentence clearly states who is running, making it complete.



Missing a Verb

A sentence without a verb does not describe an action or state of being, making it incomplete.

 ❌ The boy with the red backpack. (What about the boy?)

 ✅ Fix: Add a verb to clarify the action or state of being.
 ✔️The boy with the red backpack is waiting for the bus.

 🔹 Why It Works: The verb "is waiting" gives the sentence a clear meaning.



Phrase Fragment

Sometimes, groups of words look like sentences but are actually just phrases lacking both a 
subject and a verb.

 ❌ A beautiful sunset over the ocean.

 ✅ Fix: Turn the phrase into a complete sentence.
 ✔️A beautiful sunset over the ocean painted the sky in vibrant colors.

 🔹 Why It Works: Adding a subject (A beautiful sunset over the ocean) and a verb (painted) 
gives the sentence full meaning.



How to Identify and Fix Sentence Fragments
 ✔️Step 1: Read the sentence aloud. Does it sound complete, or does it feel like something is 

missing?
 ✔️Step 2: Check for a subject and verb. Does the sentence include both?
 ✔️Step 3: Ensure it expresses a full thought. Can it stand alone as a complete idea?
 ✔️Step 4: Combine or rewrite as needed. Attach fragments to independent clauses or rewrite 

them to add missing elements.

 



Strategies to Identify and Correct Errors
Effective writing depends on proper sentence structure, and identifying run-on sentences and 
sentence fragments is essential for clarity. By applying specific strategies, writers can ensure 
their sentences are grammatically correct and easy to understand.

Read Aloud: Hear the Flow of Your Sentences
One of the simplest yet most effective ways to identify sentence errors is to read your writing 
aloud. If a sentence sounds too long, rushed, or incomplete, it may be a run-on or a fragment.

 🔹 How It Helps:
 Run-on sentences often feel overwhelming and confusing when spoken aloud.✅
 Sentence fragments may leave the reader expecting more information.✅
 Listening to your sentences helps detect missing punctuation and awkward phrasing.✅

Example:
 ❌ She went to the store then she bought some apples and she went home tired but happy.
 ✅ She went to the store, bought some apples, and went home tired but happy.



Identify the Subject and Verb: Ensure Completeness
Every complete sentence must have both a subject and a verb. If one of these is missing, the 
sentence is likely a fragment.

 🔹 How It Helps:
 Ensures that every sentence expresses a full thought.✅
 Helps detect fragments that lack a subject, verb, or both.✅
 Improves sentence clarity and grammatical correctness.✅

Example:
 ❌ Running through the park on a warm afternoon. (Who is running?)
 ✅ She was running through the park on a warm afternoon.



Use Punctuation Wisely: Prevent Run-Ons and Fragments
Correct punctuation helps separate thoughts clearly and prevents grammatical errors. Run-on 
sentences can be fixed using punctuation marks like periods, commas with conjunctions, or 
semicolons.

 🔹 How It Helps:
 Ensures proper sentence separation and logical flow.✅
 Prevents comma splices (two independent clauses incorrectly joined by a comma).✅
 Strengthens readability by structuring ideas properly.✅

Ways to Fix a Run-On Sentence:
 ❌ I love writing I practice every day. (Run-on)
 ✅ I love writing. I practice every day. (Period)
 ✅ I love writing, and I practice every day. (Comma + conjunction)
 ✅ I love writing; I practice every day. (Semicolon)



Avoid Stringing Too Many Ideas Together: Break Up Long Sentences
While complex sentences can add depth to writing, overly long sentences can confuse readers. 
Separating ideas into shorter, well-structured sentences improves readability.

 🔹 How It Helps:
 Ensures that each sentence expresses a clear idea.✅
 Prevents unnecessary complexity in writing.✅
 Helps the reader process information more easily.✅

Example:
 ❌ I was running late for school I forgot my lunch I had to go back home then I missed the bus 

and had to walk.
 ✅ I was running late for school and forgot my lunch. I had to go back home, but I missed the 

bus and had to walk.



Seek Feedback: Use Peer Review and Grammar Tools
Sometimes, it’s difficult to spot errors in our own writing. Having another person review your 
work or using grammar-checking tools can help identify and correct mistakes.

 🔹 How It Helps:
 Provides a fresh perspective on sentence structure.✅
 Helps detect overlooked run-ons and fragments.✅
 Encourages collaborative learning and writing improvement.✅

Recommended Tools for Grammar and Sentence Checking:
 Grammarly✔️
 Hemingway Editor✔️
 Microsoft Word’s Grammar Checker✔️
 Google Docs Spelling & Grammar Tool✔️



Strengthening Writing Through Clarity
Clear and effective writing is built on the foundation of strong sentence structure. Properly 
constructed sentences ensure that ideas are conveyed with precision, making communication easier 
for both the writer and the reader. Run-on sentences and sentence fragments, if left uncorrected, 
can disrupt the flow of writing, confuse the audience, and weaken the overall message. By 
recognizing and addressing these errors, writers can significantly improve the readability and 
professionalism of their work.

Mastering sentence structure is more than just adhering to grammar rules—it is about making 
writing engaging, persuasive, and impactful. A well-structured sentence not only delivers 
information but also enhances the tone, rhythm, and effectiveness of the message. Whether 
writing an academic paper, a business report, a creative story, or even an email, maintaining 
sentence clarity ensures that ideas are expressed logically and convincingly.

The Benefits of Strong Sentence Structure
 🔹 Enhances Readability – Well-structured sentences guide the reader smoothly from one idea to 

the next, reducing confusion and making comprehension effortless.
 🔹 Improves Persuasion – In persuasive or argumentative writing, clarity strengthens the 

writer’s position by presenting points logically and concisely.
 🔹 Boosts Professionalism – Proper sentence structure reflects competence, attention to detail, 

and strong communication skills in academic and professional settings.
 🔹 Encourages Creativity – A solid grasp of sentence structure allows writers to experiment with 

style, tone, and sentence variety while maintaining coherence.

Developing a Habit of Clear Writing
Achieving clarity in writing requires consistent practice and attention to detail. Here are some 
strategies to strengthen writing:

 ✅ Revise and Edit Thoroughly – Review writing multiple times, focusing on sentence structure, 
punctuation, and readability.

 ✅ Read Aloud – Hearing sentences spoken can help detect awkward phrasing and structural 
errors.

 ✅ Break Down Complex Ideas – Avoid overly long sentences by breaking them into clear, concise 
statements.

 ✅ Practice Sentence Variety – Using a mix of short and long sentences can create a natural and 
engaging writing rhythm.

 ✅ Seek Feedback – Having another person review your work provides valuable insight into areas 
that may need improvement.
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