Expanded Report: Warning About Difficult Times (2 Timothy 3:1-9)

Prologue: The Reality of Perilous Times and the Call for Discernment

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to 2 Timothy 3:1-9. In this
passage, Paul warns Timothy about the difficult and dangerous times that will come in the last days.
Paul describes a society that will be marked by godlessness, selfishness, and a disregard for the truth.
He also warns about false teachers who will have a form of godliness but will deny its true power.
Paul’s message is a timely reminder that believers must be discerning and avoid those who distort the
truth and lead others astray.

“Tonight, we’re going to look at Paul’s warning to Timothy about the difficult times ahead,” Ryan said.
“Paul tells us that, in the last days, people will be full of selfishness and pride, and many will distort the
truth. As followers of Christ, we must be vigilant, discerning, and avoid getting caught up in these lies.”

Ariel, concerned about the challenges ahead, asked, “So, Paul is saying that people will act in ways that
are selfish and dishonest, and we need to be careful who we listen to?”

“Yes,” Ryan nodded. “Paul is warning us that the last days will be marked by people who are more
interested in themselves than in God. We need to be discerning about who we follow and make sure
that the teachings we hear align with the truth of God’s Word.”

Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, asked, “Does that mean we should only listen to people who really
know God and His truth?”

“Exactly,” Yaya smiled. “We need to be careful not to be misled by people who look like they’re
teaching the truth but are actually teaching lies.”

Key Teachings: Perilous Times, the Danger of False Teachers, and the Need for Discernment

1. The Prediction of Perilous Times

2 Timothy 3:1
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.”

* The Reality of Perilous Times:
Ryan explained, “Paul starts by warning Timothy that perilous, or dangerous, times are coming
in the last days. This doesn’t just mean times of physical danger, but times when society will be
filled with moral decay, falsehood, and a rejection of God’s truth. These ‘perilous times’ will be
characterized by people who reject godliness and pursue their own desires.”

Ariel asked, “What does it mean that these times will be ‘perilous’?”

“It means they will be dangerous for our faith,” Ryan said. “There will be strong temptations to
follow false teachings, and it will be hard to stand firm in the truth. We will need to be very
careful about what we listen to and who we trust.”



* The Challenge for Believers in the Last Days:
Yaya added, “Paul is not just talking about physical danger, but about spiritual danger. In these
times, it will be easy to be led astray, and believers will have to be strong in their faith,
constantly keeping their focus on God’s Word.”

2. The Characteristics of the Godless Society

2 Timothy 3:2-5

“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

* Selfishness and Pride:
Ryan explained, “Paul describes the people of the last days as being lovers of themselves—
selfish and proud. They will be focused on their own desires, with little regard for others or for
God. This type of godlessness will lead to corruption in relationships, society, and even within
the church.”

Ariel asked, “So, people will only care about themselves and not care about others or God?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “People will be selfish, boastful, and proud, putting their own desires above
everything else. This will lead to broken relationships, lies, and a society that’s far from God’s
will.”

* False Appearances of Godliness:
Ryan continued, “Paul also warns that people will have ‘a form of godliness,” meaning they will
appear to be religious or spiritual, but their actions will deny the true power of godliness. They
might talk about God, but they won’t live according to His truth.”

Yaya added, “This is a warning for us as well. We have to be careful not to fall into the trap of
following people who seem to speak about God but live in ways that go against His teachings.
True godliness shows itself in how we live, not just in what we say.”

3. The Danger of False Teachers

2 Timothy 3:6-9

“For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led
away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as
theirs also was.”

* The Tactics of False Teachers:
Ryan explained, “Paul warns that false teachers will sneak into people’s lives, leading them



astray with false ideas. These teachers may appear to be wise and knowledgeable, but they’re
actually deceiving people, especially those who are vulnerable or caught up in sin.”

Ariel asked, “So, these false teachers will trick people into believing things that aren’t true?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “They will often twist the truth, making it sound appealing but ultimately
leading people away from God’s Word. We have to be careful not to fall for their lies.”

* The Inevitable Exposure of Falsehood:
Ryan continued, “Paul also compares these false teachers to Jannes and Jambres, who resisted
Moses when he brought God’s truth to Egypt. Even though they seemed powerful for a time,
their deceit was eventually exposed for what it was. Paul assures Timothy that these false
teachers will not succeed forever, and their folly will be made clear.”

Yaya added, “This reminds us that, even when false teachings seem convincing, God will
ultimately expose the truth. We don’t need to fear them—our job is to stay faithful to God’s
Word and resist the lies.”

4. The Key Teaching: Discernment and Avoiding Those Who Distort the Truth

Key Teaching:

The key teaching of this passage is that believers must be discerning and avoid those who distort the
truth. Paul describes the perilous times that will come in the last days, marked by godlessness,
selfishness, and false teaching. He warns that there will be people who look godly on the outside but
deny the power of true godliness with their lives. As believers, we are called to carefully discern the
truth, avoid those who teach falsehoods, and stay focused on God’s Word. The false teachers of the last
days may seem convincing, but their lies will ultimately be exposed, and their impact will be short-
lived.

Ryan summarized, “Paul is teaching us that in the last days, there will be a lot of deception, and we
have to be careful who we listen to. We must stay true to God’s Word, avoid getting caught up in
arguments, and live with integrity, knowing that God’s truth will always stand.”

Practical Applications: Discernment, Avoiding Falsehood, and Standing Firm in Truth

The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Being Discerning in What We Hear:
Ariel suggested, “We can check everything we hear against the Bible to make sure it’s true. If
someone teaches something that doesn’t match God’s Word, we can choose not to listen to
them.”
Alice added, “I can ask questions if I don’t understand something, so I can make sure it’s really
from the Bible.”

2. Avoiding Divisive Arguments:
Ryan encouraged them, “We don’t need to get involved in arguments that don’t help us grow in



faith. We can focus on sharing the truth with others, not getting caught up in disputes that don’t
lead anywhere.”

Yaya added, “It’s important to stay calm and focused on what really matters—the gospel of
Jesus Christ. When we’re gentle and kind, we can help others understand the truth.”

3. Living According to God’s Word:
Yaya reminded them, “We can also live in a way that reflects God’s truth. If we follow His
Word in our daily lives, others will see the difference and want to know more about what we
believe.”

Takeaway: Discernment and Standing Firm in the Truth

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story about a time when she had to discern between truth and a
lie. “There was a time when someone tried to convince me of something that didn’t line up with God’s
Word. But I remembered to check it against the Bible, and I realized it wasn’t true. I'm so thankful that
I stayed rooted in God’s truth.”

Ariel smiled, “So, we can always

check what we hear with the Bible to make sure it’s true?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “and when we do, we’ll be able to stand firm in the truth, no matter what false
teachings or arguments come our way.”

Key Points Summary

1. Perilous Times Are Coming:
* The last days will be marked by godlessness, selfishness, and false teachings. We must
be aware of these dangers and stay rooted in God’s truth.
2. Avoiding False Teachers:
» False teachers may appear godly, but their teachings will ultimately lead people away
from God. We must be discerning, avoiding those who distort the truth.
3. The Surety of God’s Truth:
* God’s truth will stand firm, even when falsehoods seem convincing. Our job is to stay
faithful to God’s Word, knowing that He will expose the lies and lead us to victory.

Key Verse:
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” (2 Timothy 3:1)
This passage teaches us that we must remain vigilant and discerning, avoiding the falsehoods that will

come in the last days. By staying true to God’s Word, we can stand firm in the truth, even when others
try to lead us astray.
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