
Time Audit Chronicles: Treasures in Jars of Clay
(2 Corinthians 4:1-18)

Prologue: The Fragile Yet Powerful Mission

The Presswood family gathered in the living room, reading Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 
about the fragile, human vessels God uses to carry the gospel. Ariel had been pondering how ordinary 
people could do extraordinary things for God. Alice, with Mr. Fluffernutter tucked under her arm, was 
imagining herself as a jar filled with shining treasure, carrying something precious but feeling a little 
wobbly on her feet.

“Daddy,” Ariel began, “Why does Paul call people jars of clay? It sounds...fragile.”

Ryan smiled at her question. “That’s a great observation, Ariel. Jars of clay were common in Paul’s 
time—they were used to store things, but they were easily broken and not very valuable themselves. 
Paul uses this image to remind us that we, as humans, are fragile and imperfect. Yet, God chooses to 
place His most precious treasure—the gospel—inside us. This shows that the power to carry out 
God’s mission doesn’t come from us, but from Him.”

Ariel thought for a moment. “So, even though we’re weak, God can still use us to do amazing things 
because it’s His power, not ours?”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and see how Paul 
explained this incredible truth to the early church in Corinth.”

The Journey Begins: God’s Mercy and the Ministry of the Gospel (2 Corinthians 
4:1-6)

The Time Audit Machine hummed to life, and in an instant, the family found themselves in Corinth, 
surrounded by early Christians gathered to hear Paul’s letter being read. The church in Corinth was 
facing challenges—opposition, misunderstandings, and the fragile reality of human weakness. Paul’s 
words reminded them that their ability to spread the gospel came from God’s mercy.

Ryan pointed to the reader, who began with Paul’s opening encouragement: “Seeing we have this 
ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not.” (2 Corinthians 4:1).

“Paul is reminding them,” Ryan explained, “that the ministry of the gospel is a gift from God. It’s not 
something they earned—it’s given by mercy, so they shouldn’t give up, even when things get hard.”

Ariel watched as the crowd nodded in agreement. “So, Paul is telling them to stay strong because it’s 
God who gave them this mission, not because they’re so great at it?”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and he goes on to say that they’ve renounced hidden things of dishonesty, 
refusing to manipulate or distort God’s word. Paul wanted them to remember that the gospel is about 
truth, and their job was to reflect Jesus’ light, not to make it about themselves.”



The reader continued, quoting Paul: “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

Ariel’s face lit up. “Paul is saying that Jesus’ light shines in our hearts, just like God created light in the 
beginning! That’s amazing!”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “And that light—the knowledge of Jesus—is the treasure Paul is talking about. It’s 
the most precious thing we could ever carry.”

Treasures in Jars of Clay: God’s Power in Human Weakness (2 Corinthians 4:7-12)

The family watched as the reader continued: “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Ryan gestured to a table nearby, where a simple clay jar sat, its surface cracked but glowing faintly 
from light within. “This is the image Paul is giving us. The jar is our fragile, human body—easily 
cracked and imperfect. But the treasure inside—the gospel and the light of Jesus—is what makes it so 
valuable. God’s power shines through our weakness, so it’s clear that the glory belongs to Him, not 
us.”

Ariel leaned in, fascinated. “So, being fragile isn’t a bad thing? It shows God’s strength?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul goes on to explain how this works in the face of suffering. He writes: ‘We 
are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.’” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9).

Ariel watched as the believers nodded in encouragement. “Paul is saying that even when they face hard 
times, God’s power keeps them going. They may feel broken, but they’re never abandoned.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “And this applies to us too. Life can be hard, and we may feel weak, but God’s power 
shines through our cracks. His strength carries us, even when we feel like giving up.”

Death in Us, Life in You: Sacrificial Living for the Gospel (2 Corinthians 4:10-12)

The reader continued, quoting Paul: “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” (2 Corinthians 4:10).

Ryan turned to Ariel. “Paul is saying that as we live for Jesus, we may face suffering or hardship, just 
like Jesus did. But through that, His life is revealed in us. When we endure challenges with faith, it 
shows the world what Jesus is like.”

Ariel nodded, understanding. “So, when we go through hard times but keep trusting God, people can 
see Jesus’ life shining through us.”



“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul was willing to endure all kinds of difficulties so that others could 
experience the life and hope of Jesus. He knew that his suffering wasn’t meaningless—it was part of 
showing the world the power of the gospel.”

Hope in Eternal Glory (2 Corinthians 4:13-18)

The family listened as the reader came to Paul’s closing words in the chapter: “For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” (2 
Corinthians 4:17).

Ryan explained, “Paul is reminding the church that their suffering is temporary. Compared to the 
eternal glory that’s waiting for them in heaven, their troubles are light and momentary. He encourages 
them to keep their eyes on what’s unseen—the eternal things—instead of being discouraged by their 
current challenges.”

Ariel’s eyes brightened. “So, even when things seem hard, we can remember that it’s not forever. God 
has something amazing waiting for us.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And that hope gives us the strength to keep going. Paul closes by saying, ‘We 
look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.’” (2 Corinthians 4:18).

Ariel smiled. “So, the treasure isn’t about what we have now—it’s about the eternal life we have in 
Jesus.”

Takeaway: God’s Power in Our Weakness

In 2 Corinthians 4:1-18, Paul reminds us that the gospel is a treasure, carried in fragile, human 
vessels—jars of clay—to show that the power comes from God, not us. He encourages believers to 
persevere through suffering, knowing that their challenges are temporary and that God’s strength shines 
through their weakness. This passage teaches us to keep our eyes on eternal things, trusting that God 
will use our frailty to reveal His glory.

The image of the jar of clay is a reminder that our value doesn’t come from our own abilities, but from 
the treasure of Jesus within us. When we face trials, we can take heart, knowing that God’s power is 
made perfect in our weakness. By living with this eternal perspective, we reflect the light of Jesus to a 
world in need of His hope and grace.
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