Expanded Report: The Rest for God’s People (Hebrews 3:7-4:13)

Prologue: The Call to Persevere and Enter God’s Rest

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to Hebrews 3:7-4:13. In this
powerful passage, the author warns believers by using Israel’s failure to enter the Promised Land as a
cautionary tale. Just as the Israelites missed out on God’s rest because of their unbelief and
disobedience, believers are urged to persevere in faith and obedience in order to enter God’s eternal
rest. This passage highlights the importance of faith, obedience, and diligence in securing the rest that
God has promised for His people—a rest that is both spiritual now and fully realized in eternity.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about how God offers us rest, but that rest requires perseverance and
faith,” Ryan said. “The Israelites missed out on God’s rest because they didn’t trust Him fully. But we
have the opportunity to enter that rest if we hold fast to our faith and live in obedience to God.”

Ariel, pondering the idea of rest, asked, “What does it mean to enter God’s rest? Is it like taking a break
or going to sleep?”

“That’s a great question,” Ryan smiled. “God’s rest is more than just physical rest. It’s a spiritual peace

and fulfillment that comes from trusting God completely. It’s a rest that we can experience now, in part,
and will fully experience when we are with Him forever.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, added, “So, God’s rest is like a really peaceful place where we don’t
have to worry anymore?”

“Exactly,” Yaya nodded. “God’s rest is a place of peace where we can trust Him completely, free from
fear and anxiety.”

Key Teachings: Persevering to Enter God’s Rest

1. A Warning from Israel’s Disobedience

Hebrews 3:7-11

“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, Harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and
saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err
in their heart; and they have not known my ways: so I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my
rest.)”

* Israel’s Failure to Enter the Promised Land:
Ryan explained, “The author uses the story of Israel in the wilderness as a warning. The
Israelites were given the opportunity to enter the Promised Land—a place of rest that God had
promised them. But they hardened their hearts and failed to trust God fully. As a result, they
were not able to enter that rest, and instead, they wandered in the desert for forty years.”



Ariel asked, “So, the Israelites didn’t get to rest in the Promised Land because they didn’t trust
God?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Their failure to trust God and obey His instructions kept them from
entering the rest He had promised them. This story serves as a warning to us to not make the
same mistake.”

The Danger of Hardening Our Hearts:

Ryan continued, “The key issue here was that their hearts were hardened. They didn’t listen to
God’s voice, and instead, they complained and doubted Him. Hardening our hearts means
rejecting God’s word, and that keeps us from experiencing His rest.”

Yaya added, “When we refuse to trust God and obey His commands, we too can miss out on the
peace and rest that He offers. It’s important that we don’t let doubts or fears stop us from
trusting Him fully.”

2. The Promise of Rest for Believers

Hebrews 4:1-3

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to

come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. For we which have believed do enter

into rest...”

The Promise of God’s Rest:

Ryan explained, “God’s promise of rest is still available to us today. This rest is both a present
reality and a future hope. It’s a peace that comes when we trust in Christ, and it’s also the
eternal rest we will experience when we are with God forever.”

Ariel asked, “So, we can experience God’s rest now, even if we’re not in heaven yet?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “When we trust Jesus, we experience His peace and rest in our hearts. But
there is also a future rest that we will experience fully when we’re with God in heaven.”

Faith and Obedience as Keys to Entering Rest:

Ryan continued, “The difference between those who entered the rest and those who didn’t is
faith. The Israelites were given the same promise, but they didn’t mix it with faith. For us, faith
is the key to entering God’s rest. We must trust in God’s promises, and this trust leads to
obedience.”

Yaya added, “It’s not enough to just hear God’s word—we have to believe it and act on it. When
we do, we begin to experience the rest that comes from living in God’s will.”

3. The Word of God as the Source of Rest

Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to



the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.”

The Power of God’s Word:

Ryan explained, “God’s word is not just a set of rules—it is living and active. It has the power
to pierce our hearts, revealing our true thoughts and intentions. When we listen to God’s word
and apply it, we are able to live in alignment with His will, and that brings peace and rest.”

Ariel asked, “So, the Bible isn’t just a book—it has power to change us?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “God’s word is powerful. It helps us understand what’s right and guides us
toward peace and rest in Christ. When we let it guide our lives, we begin to experience the rest
that God promises.”

Rest Comes Through Living by God’s Word:

Ryan continued, “The word of God is a tool that God uses to bring us closer to Him. When we
allow His word to shape us, we begin to experience the peace that comes from knowing we are
living according to His will.”

Yaya added, “When we meditate on God’s word and let it guide our decisions, we can find rest
from the anxiety and confusion that often overwhelm us.”

4. The Key Teaching: Faith and Obedience Are Necessary for God’s Rest

Key Teaching:

The key teaching of this passage is that entering God’s rest requires both faith and obedience. Just as
the Israelites missed out on God’s rest because they did not trust and obey Him, we must hold fast to
our faith in Christ and live in accordance with His word. The rest that God offers is both a present
reality and a future hope, and it is available to all who believe. However, we must actively pursue it by
trusting God, applying His word, and persevering in faith.

Ryan summarized, “This passage teaches us that God’s rest isn’t something we can passively receive.
We must actively engage with God’s promises by trusting in Christ and living according to His word.
When we do this, we experience peace now and look forward to the eternal rest that awaits us.”

Practical Applications: Living in God’s Rest

The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Trusting God for Present Peace:

Ariel suggested, “I can trust God when I’m worried or afraid, knowing that He gives me peace
even now.”

Alice added, “I can pray and ask God to help me trust Him more, so I can have peace in my
heart.”



2. Letting God’s Word Guide Our Lives:
Ryan encouraged them, “When we read the Bible, we can remember that it’s not just a book of
rules—it’s God’s living word that helps us grow and experience His peace.”

3. Persevering in Faith and Obedience:
Yaya reminded them, “We must keep trusting God, even when things are hard. As we continue
to obey Him, we will experience more of His rest and peace.”

Takeaway: Entering God’s Rest through Faith and Obedience

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story of a time when she experienced God's peace in a difficult
situation. “I remember a time when I was anxious about a big decision. But as I trusted God and
followed His guidance, I felt His peace come over me. I knew I was in His will, and that gave me rest.”

Ariel smiled, “So, we can have peace now, even when things are hard?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “and that peace comes from trusting God completely. His rest isn’t just for the future
—it’s for us today.”

Key Points Summary
1. Faith and Obedience Are Essential to Entering God’s Rest:

* Expanded Report: The Rest for God’s People (Continued)

Practical Applications: Living in God’s Rest (Continued)

1. Trusting God and Living According to His Word to Experience His Peace and Rest
As the family discussed this point, Ryan said, “Trusting God completely and living by His Word
is the foundation for experiencing His rest. The peace we seek is found in surrendering our
worries and anxieties to God and aligning our lives with His purposes.”

Ariel, understanding the point, said, “So, when I trust God with everything—like my
schoolwork or when I’m feeling nervous—I’1l feel more peaceful?”

“Exactly,” Ryan nodded. “When you trust God in all areas of your life, you’ll experience a
peace that goes beyond understanding, because you know that God is in control.”

Yaya added, “And living according to God’s Word is key. It’s like following a path that leads to
peace. When we make choices based on His truth, it leads us to a place of rest and confidence in
Him.”

2. God’s Word as the Key to Rest
Ryan continued, “God’s Word is not just for reading—it's the living, active truth that God uses



to shape our hearts and minds. The more we meditate on His Word and apply it, the more we
experience the peace that comes from knowing God’s will.”

Ariel asked, “Does that mean reading the Bible can help me feel calm when I’m upset?”
“Yes,” Ryan smiled. “When you spend time in God’s Word, it calms your heart because you
remember His promises, His love, and His faithfulness.”

Yaya shared, “When I’'m troubled, I find comfort in the Bible. God speaks to us through
Scripture, and His Word brings peace into our hearts. It’s like He’s speaking directly to us,
reminding us of His presence and care.”

3. Perseverance in Faith and Obedience
Ryan continued, “Perseverance is key. Just like the Israelites, we face challenges and doubts
along the way. But when we remain steadfast in our faith and obedient to God’s Word, we will
enter His rest and enjoy the peace He promises.”

Alice, thinking about her own experiences, asked, “What if it’s hard to keep trusting God when
things are tough?”

“That’s when you need to lean on Him the most,” Ryan said. “God doesn’t expect us to be
perfect. But when we stay close to Him, trusting and obeying, He will give us strength to
endure, and that’s when we’ll find His rest.”

Yaya added, “Sometimes it feels hard to keep going, but when we remember God’s promises, it
gives us the strength to press on. He never leaves us, and He’ll help us endure.”

Takeaway: Embracing God’s Rest through Faith and Obedience

As the family reflected on this passage, Yaya shared a personal story. “I remember a time when I was
struggling with a big decision, and I didn’t know which way to go. But as I trusted God and prayed for
His guidance, I felt His peace. It wasn’t a perfect situation, but I knew He was with me, leading me,
and that gave me rest.”

Ariel smiled, “So, when we trust God and follow His Word, we can feel at peace, even when things are
hard?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “The rest God offers isn’t the absence of challenges—it’s His peace in the midst of
them. And we can experience that peace by trusting Him completely and living by His Word.”

Key Points Summary
1. Trusting God and Living by His Word Brings Rest:

* The peace of God is not something that comes from external circumstances, but from a
deep trust in Him and living according to His Word. When we trust Him with every part
of our lives, we experience His rest.

2. God’s Word Guides Us into Rest:



» The Word of God is alive and powerful, providing guidance and wisdom. When we
apply it to our lives, we can experience the peace and rest that come from knowing we
are living in alignment with God’s will.

3. Perseverance in Faith Leads to God’s Rest:

* Just like the Israelites, we face challenges, but when we continue to trust God and
remain obedient, we enter into His promised rest—a rest that is both spiritual now and
fully realized in eternity.

Key Verse:

“Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest.” (Hebrews 4:11)

This passage teaches us that entering God’s rest requires ongoing trust, faith, and obedience. The peace
we seek is found not in escaping life’s difficulties, but in relying on God’s promises and living
according to His Word. As we persevere, we experience a deeper and more lasting peace—a rest that
strengthens us for the journey and ultimately awaits us in eternity.
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