Expanded Report: The Priesthood of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7:1-28)

Prologue: Jesus as the Eternal High Priest

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to Hebrews 7:1-28. In this
passage, the author compares the priesthood of Jesus to that of Melchizedek, a mysterious figure from
the Old Testament who was both a king and a priest. The passage highlights the superiority of Jesus'
priesthood over the Levitical priesthood and presents Him as the eternal High Priest who mediates a
better covenant. This teaching helps believers understand the significance of Jesus' role as our mediator
and the lasting impact of His sacrifice.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about how Jesus’ priesthood is different from the Old Testament priests
and why His priesthood is better,” Ryan said. “We’ll also learn about Melchizedek, a priest who points
us to Jesus and His eternal role as our High Priest.”

Ariel, intrigued by the connection between Melchizedek and Jesus, asked, “Who was Melchizedek, and
why is he important in the Bible?”

“That’s a great question,” Ryan smiled. “Melchizedek is a mysterious figure in the Old Testament, a
priest and king who appears briefly in Genesis. His priesthood is special because it’s not based on
family lineage, like the Levitical priesthood. Jesus’ priesthood is similar to Melchizedek’s—eternal and
without beginning or end.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, asked, “So, Jesus is like Melchizedek because He’s a priest forever?”
“Exactly,” Yaya added. “Melchizedek’s priesthood foreshadowed Jesus’ eternal priesthood, which is not
limited by time and is much greater than the Levitical priests.”

Key Teachings: Jesus’ Eternal Priesthood and Melchizedek’s Role

1. Melchizedek: The Mysterious Priest-King

Hebrews 7:1-3

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met Abraham returning from
the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being
by interpretation King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace;
Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually.”

* Melchizedek’s Unique Priesthood:
Ryan explained, “Melchizedek is described as both a king and a priest, but what’s unusual about
him is that there’s no record of his birth, death, or genealogy. He appears out of nowhere, and
his priesthood is not based on family lineage, like the Levitical priests. This mysterious figure
points us to Jesus, who also has an eternal priesthood and is not bound by time or genealogy.”



Ariel asked, “So, Melchizedek was like a special priest who didn’t have a family or a
beginning?”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “The Bible emphasizes his eternal nature to show that his priesthood
is unlike any other—just like Jesus’ priesthood.”

A Priest Forever:

Ryan continued, “The passage says Melchizedek ‘abideth a priest continually,” which means his
priesthood has no end. This is a foreshadowing of Jesus, who is an eternal High Priest, with a
priesthood that never ends.”

Yaya added, “Melchizedek’s role as both a priest and king points to Jesus, who holds both
offices as well. Jesus is our King and our Priest, ruling over all while interceding for us before
God.”

2. Jesus’ Priesthood According to the Order of Melchizedek

Hebrews 7:14-17

“For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Judah; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning
priesthood. And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth
another priest, Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an
endless life. For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.”

Jesus as the Eternal High Priest:

Ryan explained, “Jesus’ priesthood is different from the Levitical priesthood because He didn’t
come from the tribe of Levi, which was the priestly tribe. Instead, He came from the tribe of
Judah. But the Bible tells us that Jesus’ priesthood is in the order of Melchizedek—meaning it’s
eternal and not based on family lineage or temporary rules.”

Ariel asked, “So, Jesus is a priest even though He wasn’t from the tribe of Levi?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus’ priesthood is far greater than the Levitical priesthood because it’s
based on His eternal life, not on temporary rules or family lines.”

The Power of an Endless Life:

Ryan continued, “The author emphasizes that Jesus’ priesthood is based on the power of an
endless life. While the Levitical priests were mortal and had to die, Jesus lives forever and
continues His work as our High Priest for all eternity.”

Yaya added, “Jesus’ priesthood is permanent and unchangeable. He is always interceding for us
before God, and His work is never finished. He will never stop being our High Priest.”

3. The Superiority of Jesus’ Priesthood Over the Levitical Priesthood

Hebrews 7:18-22
“For there is verily a disannulling of the commandment going before for the weakness and
unprofitableness thereof. For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by



the which we draw nigh unto God. And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: (For those
priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and
will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) By so much was Jesus made a
surety of a better testament.”

* A Better Hope and a Better Covenant:
Ryan explained, “The Levitical priesthood was limited. It couldn’t make anyone perfect, and the
priests themselves were imperfect. But Jesus’ priesthood is different—it’s based on a better
hope and a better covenant. Through Jesus, we can draw near to God with full confidence,
because His priesthood guarantees our salvation and access to God.”

Ariel asked, “So, the Levitical priests could never make people truly perfect?”

“Right,” Ryan said. “They could offer sacrifices for sins, but those sacrifices had to be repeated.
Jesus, however, offered Himself as the once-and-for-all sacrifice, and His perfect life and death
make us perfect in God’s eyes.”

* A Surety of a Better Testament:
Ryan continued, “Jesus’ priesthood is based on an oath from God, which makes it unshakable.
The Levitical priests had no such oath, but God swore that Jesus would be a priest forever. This
shows us that Jesus’ priesthood is eternal and secure, offering us a better hope and a better
covenant.”

Yaya added, “God has promised Jesus’ eternal priesthood, and because of that, we have the
assurance that our salvation is secure in Him. Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant, one that
can never be broken.”

4. Jesus’ Perfect Sacrifice and Eternal Intercession

Hebrews 7:23-28

“And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death: but
this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for
them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and
made higher than the heavens; Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first
for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself.”

* The Unchangeable Priesthood of Jesus:
Ryan explained, “Unlike the Levitical priests, who had to die and be replaced, Jesus’ priesthood
is unchangeable because He lives forever. His eternal life means He can always intercede for us
before God, offering us salvation that is complete and permanent.”

Ariel asked, “So, Jesus is always praying for us and helping us?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus is always interceding for us, and He is able to save us completely
because of His perfect sacrifice.”



* The Perfection of Jesus as Our High Priest:
Ryan continued, “Jesus doesn’t need to make repeated sacrifices like the Old Testament priests.
His sacrifice was once for all, and it was perfect. He is holy, harmless, and undefiled, and He is
able to offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice for our sins.”

Yaya added, “Jesus is the perfect High Priest who understands us completely, has paid the price
for our sins, and continues to intercede for us. We can be confident that His sacrifice is
sufficient for all time.”

*%5, The Key Teaching: Jesus Is the Eternal High Priest Who

Mediates a Better Covenant** Key Teaching:

The key teaching of this passage is that Jesus’ priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood and is
based on the eternal priesthood of Melchizedek. While the Levitical priests were limited by their
mortality and the need for repeated sacrifices, Jesus, as our High Priest, offers a perfect, once-for-all
sacrifice. His priesthood is eternal, unchangeable, and guaranteed by God’s oath. Jesus is able to save
completely and intercede for us forever, offering us a better hope and a better covenant.

Ryan summarized, “Jesus is the eternal High Priest, the perfect mediator between God and humanity.
His priesthood is better than the old system, and through His sacrifice, we can have complete
confidence in our salvation.”

Practical Applications: Embracing the Superiority of Jesus’ Priesthood

The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Trusting in Jesus as the Perfect Mediator:
Ariel suggested, “I can trust that Jesus is always there for me, interceding for me and offering
me grace.”
Alice added, “I can pray to Jesus, knowing that He understands everything I go through and is
helping me.”

2. Living in Confidence Because of Jesus’ Sacrifice:
Ryan encouraged them, “We can live with confidence knowing that Jesus’ sacrifice is complete
and sufficient for all our needs. We don’t need to fear or doubt, because Jesus has secured our
salvation forever.”

3. Pursuing Holiness Through Jesus’ Perfect Priesthood:
Yaya reminded them, “Because Jesus is holy, harmless, and undefiled, we should strive to live
in a way that reflects His holiness, trusting in His grace to help us grow in faith.”




Takeaway: Jesus, the Eternal High Priest

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story of how knowing Jesus is our eternal High Priest gave her
peace during a difficult time. “I remember a moment when I felt unsure about my salvation. But
remembering that Jesus, the eternal High Priest, had already made the perfect sacrifice for me gave me
peace. I knew that nothing could change His work on my behalf.”

Ariel smiled, “So, Jesus is the best priest because He doesn’t need to keep offering sacrifices, right?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said, “and His sacrifice is enough to save us forever.”

Key Points Summary
1. Jesus is the Eternal High Priest:

» Jesus’ priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood because it is eternal and
unchanging. His sacrifice is once for all and perfectly sufficient.
2. Jesus Offers a Better Covenant:

» Jesus mediates a better covenant based on His eternal priesthood, offering complete
salvation to all who trust in Him.
3. Jesus Intercedes for Us Forever:

* As our High Priest, Jesus is always interceding for us before God, offering grace, mercy,
and complete salvation.

Key Verse:
“Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” (Hebrews 7:17)
This passage teaches us that Jesus is the perfect High Priest, mediating a better and eternal covenant.

His sacrifice is sufficient for all our needs, and through Him, we have direct access to God’s grace and
mercy.
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