The Fall of Babylon (Revelation 17:1-19:5)

Introduction: The Judgment of Babylon

In Revelation 17-19, John describes the fall of Babylon, symbolizing the ultimate judgment of a
corrupt world system that is opposed to God. Babylon represents worldly power, immorality, idolatry,
and oppression. This passage serves as a powerful reminder of God's sovereign authority to bring an
end to all systems that oppose His righteousness. The judgment of Babylon, both religious and
political, is a declaration of God’s justice against the corruption and sin that have permeated human
history.

As the family gathered for their Bible study, Ryan opened to Revelation 17. “In these chapters, we see
the downfall of Babylon, the great city that symbolizes everything that is wrong with the world. It
represents all the corrupt systems that stand against God’s holiness, power, and truth. But in the end,
Babylon will fall because God is sovereign over all things.”

Ariel, listening carefully, asked, “So, Babylon represents something more than just a city?”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “In Revelation, Babylon represents any worldly system that is built on greed,
immorality, and the rejection of God. It’s a symbol of all that is corrupt in this world—whether it’s false
religion, political corruption, or anything that leads people away from God.”

Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, asked, “Why does God destroy Babylon?”

“Because Babylon has led so many people astray,” Yaya explained. “It’s a system built on lies, and God
will destroy all the evil and corruption that it represents. But this destruction also means that God will
establish His kingdom of righteousness.”

Key Teachings: The Fall of Babylon and the Triumph of God’s Righteousness

1. The Great Prostitute and the Beast (Revelation 17:1-18)

Key Verse:
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit" (18:2).

* The Prostitute and the Beast:
In Revelation 17, John sees a woman, described as a prostitute, sitting on a beast. This image
symbolizes the corrupt religious system that has allied itself with political powers (the beast) to
deceive and oppress the nations. The woman represents idolatry and false religion, and the beast
represents worldly power.

Ryan explained, “The woman on the beast symbolizes the false religious systems that deceive
people into worshiping anything other than God. She has made herself rich by leading people
into sin and idolatry.”



Ariel asked, “So, the woman is like a false religion that teaches lies?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “This false religion works with the powers of the world, the beast, to
deceive and manipulate people.”

* The Mystery of Babylon:
As John witnesses the judgment of Babylon, he learns that the beast and the prostitute are
working together to spread corruption and lead the nations into rebellion against God. Despite
their temporary power, their judgment is certain.

Yaya added, “God allows these systems to exist for a time, but in the end, He will destroy them.
Nothing lasts forever when it’s built on sin.”

2. The Fall of Babylon (Revelation 18:1-24)

Key Verse:
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul
spirit" (18:2).

* The Announcement of Babylon’s Fall:
Revelation 18 marks the dramatic announcement of Babylon’s fall. An angel proclaims that
Babylon has become a desolate place, a home for demons and evil spirits. The city that once
ruled the nations in wealth and power will be utterly destroyed. Its sins have reached heaven,
and now God will repay it for all its wickedness.

Ryan explained, “The world system of Babylon has been built on sin, greed, and exploitation.
But the end of Babylon comes when God’s judgment falls upon it, and it will be completely
destroyed.”

Ariel asked, “Will people still be able to repent before Babylon falls?”
“There’s still time to repent,” Ryan said. “But many people will not repent. They are so caught
up in their sinful ways that they refuse to turn to God.”

* The Lament of the Kings and Merchants (18:9-19):
As Babylon falls, the kings of the earth and the merchants who became rich through its sinful
system mourn. They lament the loss of their power, wealth, and luxury, showing that they
valued materialism and sin more than righteousness.

Yaya said, “These people are heartbroken because they have lost their wealth and power, but
they are not grieving because they’ve sinned against God. It shows where their true allegiance
lies—with Babylon and not with God.”

* The Complete Destruction of Babylon (18:20-24):
The passage concludes with the final and complete destruction of Babylon, where God declares
that the city will be no more. Her wealth, her fame, and her influence will vanish in an instant,
marking the end of her reign.



Ryan summarized, “This is the end of the world system that opposes God. It will be completely
wiped out, and those who have put their trust in it will see it crumble.”

3. The Rejoicing in Heaven (Revelation 19:1-5)

Key Verse:
"And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and
glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God." (19:1)

* Heaven’s Praise for God’s Righteous Judgment:
After the fall of Babylon, the heavenly hosts break into praise, rejoicing over the righteousness
of God’s judgment. They celebrate God’s victory over the forces of evil, acknowledging that
His judgments are true and just. The triumph over Babylon is seen as part of the larger victory
over all sin and evil in the world.

Yaya said, “Heaven rejoices because God’s justice is being fulfilled. There’s no more
corruption, no more oppression, and no more sin to destroy His creation.”

Ariel asked, “So, when Babylon falls, it’s like God is finally setting things right?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “It’s a declaration that God’s Kingdom is coming, and sin and rebellion
will be defeated forever.”

Key Teaching: God Will Judge and Destroy Corruption

The fall of Babylon symbolizes the judgment and destruction of all systems of sin, idolatry, and
oppression. God’s justice is final, and it will come upon all who oppose Him. Babylon’s destruction
serves as a warning to all who live in rebellion against God and a reminder that His Kingdom will
triumph over all evil. Believers are called to live in anticipation of God’s coming victory, resisting the
temptation to trust in worldly systems and keeping their hope fixed on Christ’s return.

Ryan concluded, “The fall of Babylon is a sobering reminder of the consequences of sin, but it’s also a
reminder that God’s justice is perfect and that He will ultimately destroy all evil. We must be faithful,
live in the truth, and reject the corrupt systems of this world.”

Key Points Summary
1. God’s Judgment on Corruption:
* Babylon’s fall symbolizes the final destruction of all sinful systems that oppose God.

God’s judgment will be complete and irreversible.
2. The Consequences of Worldliness:

* The world’s systems of power, wealth, and immorality are temporary and will ultimately
be destroyed. Believers must resist these systems and live according to God’s Word.



3. God’s Righteousness and Victory:

* Heaven rejoices because God’s judgment is righteous and just. The fall of Babylon
marks the beginning of God’s reign in righteousness and truth.
4. The Call to Faithfulness:

* Believers are called to remain faithful and avoid being swayed by the corrupt systems of
the world. Our hope is in God’s final victory, not in the fleeting things of this world.

Key Verse:
"Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen." (Revelation 18:2)

This verse serves as a declaration of the inevitable fall of all worldly systems that oppose God. It is a
reminder to believers to remain faithful, for God’s judgment is sure, and His Kingdom is eternal.
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