The Beast and the False Prophet (Revelation 13:1-18)

Introduction: The Rise of Evil Powers

In Revelation 13, John describes the rise of two beasts—symbols of political power and false religion
—that will deceive many during the end times. These beasts, empowered by the dragon (Satan), seek to
dominate the earth, forcing humanity into idolatry and rebellion against God. The first beast,
representing worldly empires, and the second, the false prophet, represent the forces of evil that will
deceive and lead many astray. This chapter highlights the spiritual battle between the forces of good
and evil, calling believers to remain vigilant and resist the temptation to follow these deceptive powers.

Ryan opened the Bible and said, “In Revelation 13, we are introduced to two powerful figures, the
beasts. These figures represent both worldly powers and false religions that will rise up to oppose
God’s truth in the last days. This is a reminder that we must be careful not to follow what is false or
idolize any power other than God.”

Ariel, always the critical thinker, asked, “So, who are these beasts? Are they actual creatures?”

“No,” Ryan explained, “the beasts are symbolic of the political and religious systems that will arise in
the end times. The first beast represents an empire or government that opposes God, and the second
beast is the false prophet, a religious leader who leads people to worship the first beast and, ultimately,
Satan.”

Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, added, “So the beasts trick people?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “They deceive people into worshiping them, but God warns us to stay faithful and
not fall for their lies.”

Key Teachings: Spiritual Deception and the Call to Resist

1. The First Beast: The Rise of Worldly Power (Revelation 13:1-10)

Key Verses:
"And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and
ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy." (13:1)

* The Beast from the Sea:
Ryan explained, “The first beast comes from the sea, which often represents chaos or evil forces
in Scripture. This beast is described with seven heads and ten horns, symbolizing the political
power and authority that will rise against God in the last days. The ten horns with crowns
indicate the influence of this empire, and the blasphemous names show how it will oppose
God’s holiness.”



Ariel asked, “So this beast represents a powerful empire?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “It represents any system of government or power that seeks to replace God’s
authority and lead people away from Him.”

* Blasphemy and Persecution:
“The beast speaks blasphemies against God and is given power to persecute the saints for a
time. This is a reminder that not all governments or leaders will be righteous, and some will
even try to destroy the faith of God’s people.”

Yaya added, “Just as there were evil rulers in the past, such as King Herod and others, there will
be rulers in the future who oppose God’s people.”

2. The Second Beast: The False Prophet (Revelation 13:11-17)

Key Verses:
"And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both
speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed." (13:15)

* The False Prophet’s Deception:
“The second beast comes from the earth and looks like a lamb but speaks like a dragon, which
means it appears gentle and trustworthy but actually speaks lies. This false prophet deceives the
world into worshiping the first beast, creating an image of the beast and demanding worship,”
Ryan explained.

Ariel asked, “So, this second beast is like a fake religious leader?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “This beast represents false religion or false teaching. It uses signs and
wonders to lead people into idolatry, just as Satan used miracles in the Bible to deceive people.”

* The Mark of the Beast:
“This second beast forces everyone to receive a mark on their hand or forehead, a mark that
allows them to buy and sell. Without the mark, people cannot participate in the economy. This is
a powerful symbol of how the forces of evil will control people and pressure them to conform.”

Yaya added, “It’s a warning to us to not let anything take the place of God in our hearts or lives,
not even something as seemingly essential as money.”

3. The Number of the Beast: The Mark of Deception (Revelation 13:18)

Key Verse:
"Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of
a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six." (13:18)

* The Number 666:
Ryan said, “The number of the beast, 666, is famously known as a symbol of evil. It represents
imperfection and incompleteness, as it falls short of the divine perfection represented by the



number 7. The number also symbolizes a person or system that seeks to be worshipped in place
of God.”

Ariel asked, “Why is the number 666 so important?”

“The number 666 has been interpreted in many ways throughout history, but it points to the
imperfection of man and the evil systems of the world. It serves as a warning about idolizing
human authority or power over God.”

4. The Call to Resist Idolatry and Spiritual Deception (Revelation 13:16-17)

Key Verses:
"And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right
hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark." (13:16-17)

* A Warning Against Worshiping the Beast:
Ryan concluded, “The mark of the beast is a powerful symbol of the pressure to conform to
worldly systems, but believers are called to resist idolatry and the worship of anything other
than God. We must not compromise our faith or bow down to evil, no matter how great the
temptation or pressure.”

Ariel reflected, “So, we must be careful not to let the things of this world—Iike wealth or power
—become more important than our relationship with God.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “In the face of the world's deceptions, we must hold fast to our faith in
Christ and refuse to worship anything but Him.”

Key Teaching: Believers Must Resist Idolatry and Spiritual Deception

The key teaching in Revelation 13 is that believers must resist the temptation to follow after false
powers, whether political, economic, or religious. The world will offer false promises of power and
security, but these are ultimately empty and deceptive. Christ alone is worthy of our worship, and we
must remain steadfast in Him, resisting the mark of the beast and the deceptions of false teachers and
worldly systems.

Ryan summarized, “This chapter teaches us that the forces of evil are real, and they seek to lead us
away from Christ. But we are called to resist them by holding fast to the truth, standing firm in our
faith, and refusing to worship anything but the true God.”

Key Points Summary
1. The Two Beasts:
* The first beast represents worldly empires and systems of power that oppose God. The

second beast represents false religion that leads people into idolatry and deception.
2. The Mark of the Beast:



* The mark of the beast symbolizes the pressure to conform to worldly systems, but
believers are called to reject it and remain faithful to Christ.
3. Resisting Spiritual Deception:

» Believers must be vigilant, discerning, and unwavering in their commitment to God’s
truth, resisting the lies and false promises of the world.

Key Verse:

“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the
number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.” (Revelation 13:18)

This passage warns believers to stay spiritually alert and hold fast to Christ, resisting the deceptive
systems of the world that seek to draw us away from the true worship of God.
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