
Time Audit Chronicles: The True Vine

(John 15:1-17)

Prologue: Abiding in the True Vine

The Presswood family gathered around the table, reading John 15:1-17. The warm glow of the lamp 
filled the room as they explored the passage where Jesus teaches His disciples about the importance of 
abiding in Him to bear spiritual fruit. Ariel reflected on the powerful analogy Jesus used, comparing 
Himself to the True Vine and His followers to branches that must remain connected to Him to live 
fruitful lives. She imagined what it meant to be deeply connected to Jesus, drawing strength and life 
from Him. Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, imagined herself as a branch on a vine. She felt herself 
growing stronger, nourished by the life flowing from Jesus, the vine, and knew that staying close to 
Him was the key to growing in strength.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “What does it really mean to abide in Jesus? Why does He use the example of 
the vine and branches?” Ryan smiled, pleased to see Ariel’s thoughtful expression. “To abide in Jesus 
means staying connected to Him in every part of our lives—through prayer, trusting Him, and 
following His teachings. Just as branches depend on the vine for life, we need to depend on Jesus for 
our spiritual strength and guidance.” Ariel thought carefully. “So, if we trust Jesus and stay close to 
Him, we’ll grow stronger, just like branches on the vine?” “That’s right,” Ryan said, nodding. “Abiding 
in Jesus is how we receive the life and strength we need to bear fruit that honors God.”

Ryan smiled, pleased to see Ariel’s thoughtful expression, knowing she was processing the deep 
meaning of Jesus' words. “That’s a great question, Ariel. To abide in Jesus means to remain in a close, 
constant relationship with Him. Just as a branch can't produce fruit without being attached to the vine, 
we too cannot bear spiritual fruit unless we remain connected to Jesus. Abiding in Him means spending 
time with Him through prayer and reading His word, trusting Him, following His teachings, and 
allowing His life to flow through us, nourishing our spirit. The vine is the source of life, and we are the 
branches—our ability to produce fruit depends entirely on how well we stay connected to Him.”

Ariel’s eyes lit up with understanding, her curiosity piqued. “So, if we want to live a life that honors 
God, we need to stay close to Jesus, just as the branches need to stay connected to the vine to thrive?”

“That’s exactly right, Ariel,” Ryan said, nodding. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to travel back in 
time and witness firsthand this beautiful teaching from Jesus about the True Vine and the importance of 
abiding in Him.”

The Journey Begins: The Vine and the Branches (John 15:1-5)

The Time Audit Machine powered up, and with a flash, the family found themselves standing in a 
vineyard. The sunlight cast a warm, golden glow over the rows of vines stretching endlessly before 
them, the air filled with the scent of ripe grapes. Jesus stood with His disciples, His voice filled with 
deep care and love as He taught them, His eyes gently meeting theirs, ensuring they understood the 
depth of His words.



Ryan gestured toward a thick vine growing nearby, its branches extending in all directions. “Look at 
this vine, Ariel. Notice how all the branches are firmly connected to it. The vine is what gives life to 
each branch—without it, the branches would wither away.”

Ariel followed Ryan’s gaze, noticing the thick, sturdy vine that stretched along the ground, its branches 
winding and twisting around it. “The vine is the central part, holding everything together, and all the 
branches rely on it for nourishment. Without the vine, the branches can't survive at all, can they?”

“Exactly right,” Ryan said, smiling. “In ancient Israel, vineyards were a common sight, and the people 
often used them as symbols of their relationship with God. Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the gardener who tends and cares for the vine. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit He 
takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes so that it may produce even more fruit.’ (John 
15:1-2).”

Ariel thought carefully about Jesus’ words. “So, God the Father is like the gardener who cares for the 
vine and the branches? He removes the branches that aren’t producing fruit?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “In the Old Testament, Israel was often called God's vineyard, but they failed to 
produce the fruit God desired. Jesus is saying that He is the true vine—fulfilling what Israel could not. 
If we aren’t connected to Him, we won’t bear any fruit. But if we stay connected to Him, God the 
Father will prune and care for us so that we can bear even more fruit. Jesus says, ‘I am the vine, ye are 
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing.’ (John 15:5).”

Ariel nodded, understanding. "So, if we don’t stay connected to Jesus, we can’t bear fruit. And without 
Him, we don’t have the strength to do anything that really matters, right?" We need Him to be able to 
live the way God wants us to live.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. "When Jesus said, ‘Without me ye can do nothing,’ He meant that all our 
strength and ability to live fruitful lives come from staying connected to Him. It’s like a branch trying 
to grow fruit without being attached to the vine—it’s impossible. Only by abiding in Him can we live 
in a way that honors God and blesses others." We can’t do anything of eternal value apart from Him.”

The Father’s Role: Pruning and Cleansing (John 15:2)

As they continued to observe the vine, Ryan pointed out how some branches had been trimmed and 
others were still growing. "Notice how some branches have been pruned. In ancient times, gardeners 
would carefully prune the vines to remove deadwood and encourage healthier growth. The gardener 
cuts away the dead parts to help the vine grow more fruitfully. That’s what God does in our lives—He 
prunes us by removing things that don’t help us grow, so that we can become more like Jesus." Ariel 
looked closely at the pruned branches. "So, when God prunes us, it might feel uncomfortable, but it’s 
actually good for us because it helps us grow and bear more fruit?" "That’s exactly right," Ryan said. 
"God allows challenges and trials in our lives to help us grow spiritually. The pruning process is not 
always easy, but it’s a necessary part of bearing fruit for God’s kingdom." Ariel thought about this for a 
moment. "So, when things are tough, it’s not because God doesn’t love us. It’s because He’s helping us 
grow." "Yes," Ryan said, "God’s pruning helps us become more fruitful. It’s His way of shaping us into 
the people He wants us to be." Ariel reflected further. "I guess it’s like when I learn something new 



that’s hard at first, but it helps me grow stronger and better. God’s pruning is like that for my heart—
teaching me to be more like Jesus."

As they continued to observe the vine, Ryan pointed out how some branches had been trimmed and 
others were still growing. “Notice how some branches have been pruned. In ancient times, gardeners 
would carefully prune the vines to remove deadwood and encourage healthier growth. The gardener 
cuts away the dead parts to help the vine grow more fruitfully. That’s what God does in our lives—He 
prunes us by removing things that don’t help us grow, so that we can become more like Jesus.”

Ariel looked closely at the pruned branches. “So, when God prunes us, it might feel uncomfortable, but 
it’s actually good for us because it helps us grow and bear more fruit?”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “God allows challenges and trials in our lives to help us grow 
spiritually. The pruning process is not always easy, but it’s a necessary part of bearing fruit for God’s 
kingdom.”

Ariel thought about this for a moment. “So, when things are tough, it’s not because God doesn’t love 
us. It’s because He’s helping us grow.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “God’s pruning helps us become more fruitful. It’s His way of shaping us into the 
people He wants us to be.”

Abiding in Jesus: The Key to Fruitfulness (John 15:6-10)

Jesus continued, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” (John 15:6). Ryan looked at Ariel, 
understanding her concern. “Jesus is saying that if we choose not to remain in Him, we will not bear 
any fruit. Without Him, we’re like withered branches—we can’t grow or thrive.”

Ariel was thoughtful. “So, staying connected to Jesus is the only way we can live a life that really 
matters?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “The only way to live a fruitful life is by abiding in Jesus. When we stay connected 
to Him, His life flows through us, enabling us to bear the fruit that pleases God. The fruit Jesus is 
talking about isn’t just about doing good things—it’s about becoming more like Him, reflecting His 
character in how we live and treat others.”

Ariel understood now. “It’s about being transformed into the image of Jesus, and when we’re close to 
Him, we can love others the way He does.”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “When we abide in Jesus, His love and character become more 
evident in our lives. The fruit Jesus wants us to bear includes love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—the fruit of the Spirit. These qualities show the 
world that we are connected to Him.” Ariel thought deeply, her eyes filled with curiosity. “What kind of 
fruit is my life producing? I want my life to show love and joy, like Jesus teaches us. Maybe I can start 
by being kinder to Alice and helping others when I can.”

The Command to Love: Bearing Fruit by Loving One Another (John 15:12-17)



Jesus continued, giving His disciples a powerful command: 'This is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends.' (John 15:12-13). Jesus then added, 'Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you.' (John 15:14). Ryan looked at Ariel and Alice, his tone warm and encouraging. 'Being a friend of 
Jesus means loving Him enough to trust and obey Him. It’s about staying close to Him, listening to His 
words, and letting His love guide our actions. Jesus calls us friends because He shares His heart with us 
and invites us to be part of His mission.'. Ryan paused, his tone serious yet full of warmth. “This verse 
reminds us of the ultimate example of love—Jesus’ sacrifice. He didn’t just tell us what love looks like; 
He showed us by laying down His life for us. That kind of sacrificial love is what Jesus calls us to show 
to others.”. Ryan turned to Ariel and Alice, his tone thoughtful. “Loving others is the clearest way we 
show we are abiding in Jesus. It’s not just about saying we love people—it’s about showing it through 
our actions, even when it’s hard. Jesus loved us with a sacrificial love, and He calls us to love others in 
the same way.” Ariel thought for a moment, her eyes reflecting the depth of her thoughts. 'So, being a 
friend to Jesus means more than just believing in Him. It’s about living in a way that shows I love and 
trust Him, right?' She paused thoughtfully. 'Maybe I can be a friend to Jesus by helping Alice when 
she’s upset, or by telling my friends at school how much Jesus cares for them.' She smiled softly, her 
mind spinning with ideas about how to live out her friendship with Jesus in everyday ways. “Maybe I 
can show love by being patient with Alice, helping her when she needs it, or being kind to friends at 
school who might feel lonely.”

Reflection: Fruitful Living in Christ

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat in quiet reflection. Ariel 
turned to her father, her heart full of the truth she had just absorbed. Alice, still holding Mr. 
Fluffernutter, raised her hand. "But what if a branch tries to grow fruit without the vine?" she asked, her 
eyes wide with curiosity. "It would just shrivel up and fall off," Ryan said, smiling. "That’s why staying 
connected to Jesus is so important—He’s the source of everything we need." Alice grinned and hugged 
Mr. Fluffernutter tightly. "I want to stay connected to Jesus so I can grow strong and share His love, 
just like the vine does for the branches!"

“I think I understand it now,” Ariel said, her voice filled with understanding. “If we want to live the life 
God created us for, we have to abide in Jesus. We can’t do it on our own. It’s only when we stay 
connected to Him that we can bear fruit—fruit that shows love, joy, and everything God wants for us.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “We were created to bear fruit—fruit that glorifies God and blesses the world. When 
we stay close to Jesus and allow His love to flow through us, we are fruitful in ways that honor God. 
And that fruit isn’t just about doing things for God; it’s about becoming more like Jesus and loving 
others the way He loves us.”

Ariel smiled, feeling the weight of that truth. “So, when we love others and show God’s love to the 
world, that’s the kind of fruit that matters. That’s how we show Jesus to everyone.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “When we live connected to Jesus, the fruit of the Spirit grows in us, and we 
show the world His love. Our love for one another is the most powerful testimony of who Jesus is. And 
when we love like He loves, we become the hands and feet of Jesus in this world.”



Takeaway: Abiding in the True Vine

In John 15:1-17, Jesus teaches His disciples—and all of us—the importance of abiding in Him in order 
to bear spiritual fruit. Just as branches cannot bear fruit without being connected to the vine, we cannot 
live fruitful lives apart from Jesus. Through Him, we are able to produce the fruit of the Spirit—love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The key to a fruitful 
life is remaining in a close, intimate relationship with Jesus, trusting in Him for everything. By abiding 
in Him, we bear fruit that brings glory to God, blesses others, and reflects the love of Christ to the 
world. The fruit we bear is the evidence of a life lived in union with Jesus, and it’s the greatest 
testimony to the world of God’s love.
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1. Interactive Reflections: Living as Branches in the True Vine

• What does “abiding in Jesus” look like in your daily life?
Think about the ways you can stay connected to Jesus, such as prayer, reading the Bible, and 
worship. How do these help you draw strength from Him?

• What kind of fruit are you bearing?
Are your actions showing love, joy, peace, and kindness? If not, what might be blocking your 
connection to Jesus, the True Vine?

• How can you show sacrificial love to others?
Jesus showed His love by laying down His life for us. What are some ways you can show 
selfless love to your family, friends, or community?

2. Song for Children: “Abide in Me”

(To the tune of “Jesus Loves Me”)

Abide in Me, and you will see,
Fruitful branches you can be.
Love and joy will grow each day,
When in Jesus’ love you stay.

Chorus:
Yes, He’s the vine, I am a branch,
Yes, He’s the vine, I am a branch,



Yes, He’s the vine, I am a branch,
Fruitful I will be!

3. Mr. Fluffernutter’s Perspective: “Branching Out!”

Hello, my wonderful friends!

It’s me, Mr. Fluffernutter, here to tell you about the time I imagined myself as a branch! Can you 
picture it? Me, a fluffy little bunny-branch, growing out of the True Vine! I’d probably have little 
carrots growing as my fruit—yum!

But you know what? Being a branch isn’t just about looking cute. It’s about staying connected to the 
vine, just like we need to stay close to Jesus. If I wandered off (which bunnies sometimes do!), I 
wouldn’t be able to grow any fruit at all. So, I’d snuggle up tight to that vine and let Jesus’ love flow 
through me.

What kind of fruit do you think you’d grow if you were a branch? Maybe kindness-fruit? Or patience-
fruit? Leave me a comment and let me know!

4. Ariel’s Journal: Abiding in Jesus Today

Dear Journal,

Today, I learned what it means to “abide in Jesus.” It’s like being a branch connected to a vine—if the 
branch isn’t connected, it can’t grow fruit. That made me think about how much I need Jesus every 
single day. I can’t live the way God wants me to if I’m trying to do it all by myself.

It reminds me of how I feel when I try to solve big problems on my own—it’s exhausting! But when I 
pray or read the Bible, I feel like I have the strength to handle anything, because Jesus is helping me. 
Staying close to Him is like letting His power flow into me, just like a branch gets its strength from the 
vine.

Today, I decided I want to bear the fruit of kindness. I’m going to try really hard to be kind to everyone, 
even if it’s hard. With Jesus’ help, I know I can do it.

5. Alice’s Reflection with Mr. Fluffernutter: “The Best Grapes Ever!”

Alice lay on her bed with Mr. Fluffernutter snuggled close. “Fluffy, did you hear what Daddy said 
about the vine and branches? If we stay close to Jesus, we’ll grow fruit! But not the kind you eat—fruit 
like love and patience. Wouldn’t it be funny if people grew actual fruit, though? I’d grow grapes! What 
about you, Fluffy?”



She held Mr. Fluffernutter up, imagining his answer. “You’d probably grow carrots because you’re a 
bunny! But wait, Fluffy, does that mean we have to ‘abide’ in Jesus to grow love and patience, just like 
a branch gets food from the vine?”

Alice nodded thoughtfully as if Fluffernutter had answered. “You’re right, Fluffy. It’s like when I share 
my toys with Ariel or when I wait patiently for dessert—it’s not always easy, but it shows love. I guess 
Jesus helps me do that because, without Him, I’d probably just pout!”

She giggled. “Okay, Fluffy, let’s make a deal—we’ll stay connected to Jesus, and I’ll try to grow 
kindness. You can work on growing the fluffiest carrot-fruit ever!”

6. Key Scriptures (KJV)

• John 15:1-2 – “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit.”

• John 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.”

• John 15:12-13 – “This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
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