
Time Audit Chronicles: The Passion of Christ

(John 18-19)

Prologue: The Ultimate Sacrifice

The Presswood family gathered around the table, reading John 18-19, where the story of Jesus’ 
betrayal, trial, and crucifixion unfolds. Ryan explained to Ariel and Alice that crucifixion was a form of 
punishment reserved for the worst criminals by the Roman Empire, which shows the extent of Jesus' 
sacrifice and humility. The room was filled with a somber yet reflective atmosphere. The warmth of the 
lamp's glow provided a comforting contrast to the gravity of the story. Ariel had been thinking deeply 
about how much Jesus suffered, and the great love He showed by offering Himself as the ultimate 
sacrifice for the world. Alice, with Mr. Fluffernutter in her arms, was quietly imagining herself in the 
crowd, watching as Jesus was sentenced to die, trying to understand what Jesus’ death meant for her 
and the whole world. Alice, with Mr. Fluffernutter in her arms, was quietly imagining herself in the 
crowd, watching as Jesus was sentenced to die, trying to understand what Jesus’ death meant for her 
and the whole world.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, her voice thoughtful, “Why did Jesus allow Himself to be betrayed and arrested? 
He knew what was coming—why didn’t He stop it?” As Ariel asked the question, her heart ached at the 
unfairness of it all. She couldn’t understand why someone so loving would willingly go through such 
suffering. The thought of betrayal and pain filled her with both confusion and sadness.

Ryan paused, thinking about the depth of this moment. “That’s a great question, Ariel. Jesus knew what 
was coming, and He allowed it because He was fulfilling God’s plan for salvation. This was a 
fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah 53:7, which describes the suffering servant who 'was oppressed 
and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth.' Jesus willingly took on this role to save humanity. Jesus 
came to give His life for the sins of the world. He didn’t die because He was forced to; He died because 
He chose to. His sacrifice was the ultimate act of love, paying the penalty for our sins so that we could 
be reconciled to God.”

Ariel nodded slowly, processing the weight of what Ryan had just explained. “So, Jesus didn’t just die 
because people hated Him—He died because He loved us and wanted to save us from sin?”

Ryan smiled at Ariel’s insight. “Yes, exactly. Jesus’ death on the cross wasn’t a tragic accident—it was 
the purpose of His coming. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and experience these 
incredible events for ourselves. Remember, Jesus chose this path out of love, just like how Stephen, 
one of His followers, would later be empowered by the Holy Spirit to give his life for the faith (Acts 
7).”

The Journey Begins: Betrayal and Arrest (John 18:1-11)

The Time Audit Machine powered up, and with a flash, the family found themselves in the garden of 
Gethsemane. The air was cool, and the scent of the olive trees mixed with the dampness of the night. 
The atmosphere felt heavy, as though the world itself knew of the burden Jesus was about to bear. The 
disciples were asleep nearby, unaware of the immense weight on Jesus’ shoulders. Ryan pointed to 
Jesus, who was praying to the Father, asking, 'Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 



nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.' (Luke 22:42). 'In this moment, Jesus is preparing for the 
suffering ahead. He knows what’s coming, but He submits Himself completely to God’s will, knowing 
that it’s the only way to save humanity.'”

Ariel watched, her heart heavy, as she took in Jesus' courage. She thought about what it would mean to 
trust God even when faced with something terrifying. It was like standing at the edge of a high diving 
board, knowing the jump was scary but trusting that the water below would catch you. Jesus trusted 
God's plan, even though it meant facing the most terrifying suffering imaginable. 'So, even though 
Jesus was afraid, He trusted God’s plan and was willing to go through with it?' she asked, her voice 
filled with a mix of awe and sadness. Ariel realized that true trust in God meant being willing to face 
anything, even suffering, if it was part of His plan.

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Jesus didn’t want to suffer, but He knew it was the only way to accomplish 
God’s plan. And in the garden, He submitted to the Father’s will, even though He knew what it would 
cost Him.”

As they watched, Judas arrived with a crowd of soldiers, and Jesus was betrayed with a kiss. “Whom 
seek ye?” Jesus asked, and when they answered, He said, “I am he.” (John 18:4-6).

Ariel was stunned. “Jesus didn’t try to escape or fight back. He just told them He was the one they were 
looking for.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, his voice soft. “Jesus knew His time had come. He had come to fulfill God’s purpose, 
and He allowed Himself to be arrested, even though He had the power to stop it.”

The Trial of Jesus (John 18:12-40)

The family now found themselves in the courtyard of the high priest. The flickering torchlight cast 
eerie shadows on the walls, and the anxious murmurs of the crowd filled the courtyard. Guards stood 
by, their presence intimidating, as Jesus was taken to be questioned by Annas and later by Caiaphas. 
The religious leaders were looking for evidence to convict Him, but Jesus stood silent, bearing the 
insults and accusations against Him. Ariel looked at the scene in shock, her eyes wide, her breathing 
quickened as she watched Jesus endure the false accusations. Her heart pounded with a mix of anger 
and sadness. 'They’re accusing Him of things He didn’t do, and He’s just taking it all. Why isn’t He 
saying anything?' she whispered, her voice breaking. Ryan put a hand on her shoulder. 'Jesus didn’t 
defend Himself because He was fulfilling the prophecy of the suffering servant. He was silent, just as 
Isaiah had foretold, showing His submission to God's will and His role as the sacrificial lamb. He was 
taking on the punishment for our sins, even though He was innocent. He knew that the trial and 
accusations were part of God’s plan to save the world.'

The Crucifixion (John 19:16-30)

The scene shifted to Golgotha, the hill outside Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified. The harsh sunlight 
beat down on the hill, making the air feel heavy. The crucifixion was not just a form of execution; it 
was a public spectacle designed to humiliate. Jesus willingly endured this for us, demonstrating the 
depth of His love. The soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross, the sound of the hammer echoing through the 
hill. The crowd around them was jeering, their voices harsh and cruel. The sign above His head read, 



'Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.' Ariel’s heart sank as she watched the scene unfold—the physical 
suffering, the mocking, and the loneliness. She could almost feel the pain radiating from Jesus, and it 
broke her heart. The sign above His head read, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”

Ariel’s voice trembled as she spoke, her eyes filled with tears. 'Jesus is hanging on the cross, suffering 
so much. And people are mocking Him. Why didn’t He come down and stop it?' she asked, her voice 
cracking. She struggled to reconcile Jesus' power with His willingness to endure such pain. Ryan’s 
voice was full of reverence as he replied, 'Jesus could have stopped it at any moment, but He stayed on 
that cross because He chose to. He was like a shepherd who would face danger to protect his sheep, 
even if it meant losing his own life. His love for us was greater than His desire to avoid suffering.' He 
knew that His death was the only way to pay for our sins. He took on all the pain, humiliation, and 
suffering so that we could be forgiven.' Ariel wiped her tears, her heart aching as she realized the depth 
of Jesus' love. 'He did it for us. He didn’t deserve any of this, but He took it because He loves us.'

Ariel’s eyes filled with tears. “He did it for us. He didn’t deserve any of this, but He took it because He 
loves us.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, his voice full of awe. “Jesus willingly gave Himself up as the ultimate sacrifice for 
us, so that we could be forgiven and reconciled to God.”

Then, as Jesus hung on the cross, He declared, “It is finished” (John 19:30).

Ariel’s heart skipped a beat. “When Jesus said, ‘It is finished,’ He was saying that the work of salvation 
was complete. The price for our sins had been paid.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said, his voice filled with reverence. “Jesus’ last words were the declaration that 
the work of salvation had been accomplished. His sacrifice was sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins 
of the world. There was nothing more to be done—it was finished.”

Reflection: The Ultimate Sacrifice and Victory

Back in the courtyard, Ariel and Alice also noticed the reactions of the crowd. Some people wept, some 
looked confused, and others mocked Jesus. It reminded Ariel that people respond to Jesus in different 
ways, and she wondered how she would have felt if she were there. 'It's like how some people are 
drawn to kindness and others push it away because they're afraid,' Ariel thought aloud. Ryan nodded, 
'Yes, and it shows how important it is to choose love, even when others don't understand it.'

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on the 
depth of what they had just witnessed. Ariel turned to her father, the weight of the story filling her 
heart. 'Jesus really gave everything for us, didn’t He?' Ariel said softly, her voice trembling. 'He 
suffered so much, but He did it because He loves us.' Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, looked 
thoughtful, her small face serious as she processed everything. Ryan nodded, his voice tender. 'Yes, 
Jesus' death on the cross was the ultimate act of love. He took the punishment for our sins so that we 
could be forgiven and reconciled to God. And the best part is, it didn’t end with His death. He rose 
again, victorious over sin and death, offering eternal life to all who believe in Him.' Ariel smiled, 
comforted by the truth. 'So, Jesus finished everything we need to be saved. There’s nothing else we 
need to do except believe in Him.' 'That’s right,' Ryan said. 'Jesus did it all. His death, burial, and 



resurrection are the foundation of our faith. When we believe in Him, we are forgiven and given eternal 
life.'

Ariel smiled, comforted by the truth. “So, Jesus finished everything we need to be saved. There’s 
nothing else we need to do except believe in Him.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Jesus did it all. His death, burial, and resurrection are the foundation of our 
faith. When we believe in Him, we are forgiven and given eternal life.”

Takeaway: The Passion of Christ

In John 18-19, we witness the betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and death of Jesus. He willingly offered 
Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of the world. Despite being innocent, Jesus took on the 
punishment for our sins and declared, 'It is finished,' signifying that His redemptive work was 
complete. Through His death, Jesus paid the price for our sins, and through His resurrection, He 
conquered death, offering us eternal life. His sacrifice is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love, and 
through faith in Him, we receive forgiveness and reconciliation with God.

The peace that Jesus offers through the Holy Spirit is not like worldly peace. Worldly peace often 
depends on circumstances—like feeling calm when everything is going well. But the peace Jesus gives 
is like having a warm light inside you, even during the darkest moments. It’s knowing that God is in 
control, no matter what happens.

In John 18-19, we witness the betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and death of Jesus. He willingly offered 
Himself as the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of the world. Despite being innocent, Jesus took on the 
punishment for our sins and declared, 'It is finished,' signifying that His redemptive work was 
complete. Through His death, Jesus paid the price for our sins, and through His resurrection, He 
conquered death, offering us eternal life. His sacrifice is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love, and 
through faith in Him, we receive forgiveness and reconciliation with God.

How can we apply this in our lives? Think about how we can show love and forgiveness to others, just 
as Jesus showed love to us by sacrificing Himself. Whether it's forgiving someone who has wronged us 
or showing kindness to someone in need, we can reflect Jesus' love in our daily actions. Let His 
ultimate act of love inspire us to be more compassionate and forgiving.
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Interactive Reflections: Exploring the Passion of Christ

• What does sacrificial love look like in your life?
Think about times when you have put someone else’s needs before your own. How does Jesus’ 
sacrifice inspire you to show love to others?



• How do you respond to Jesus’ love?
Jesus gave His life so that we could be forgiven. How can you show gratitude for His sacrifice 
in your actions, words, and prayers?

• What does “It is finished” mean for you?
Reflect on the fact that Jesus has done everything necessary for your salvation. How does this 
truth give you peace and assurance in your faith?

Song for Little Hearts: “Jesus, Our Shepherd and Lamb”

(To the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”)
Verse 1
Jesus gave His life for me,
Loving me so perfectly.
On the cross, He paid the price,
For our sins, the sacrifice.

Verse 2
“It is finished,” Jesus cried,
Then He bowed His head and died.
But His love forever stays,
Risen now, He leads our ways.

Mr. Fluffernutter’s Perspective: “Hopping Through Sacrifice”

Hello, dear readers! It’s Mr. Fluffernutter, your fluffy guide to all things deep and meaningful.
Today, Alice and I learned about Jesus’ incredible sacrifice. Now, being a bunny, I don’t quite 
understand crosses or crucifixions, but I do know what it means to love. Like how Alice always hugs 
me tight when she’s sad—love means doing something special to make someone else happy, even when 
it’s hard.

But wow, Jesus’ love is on a whole other level! Can you imagine giving up everything for someone 
else? That’s what He did for us. He didn’t just protect us like a Good Shepherd; He became the Lamb 
of God, too.

Here’s a question for you, my little sheep friends: If you could do something loving and selfless for 
someone else today, what would it be? Write it down or share it with someone—and remember, Jesus is 
so proud when we love others like He loves us!

Ariel’s Journal: Finding Meaning in Jesus’ Sacrifice

Dear Journal,
Today, I saw Jesus in a way I’ve never understood before. His death wasn’t just something sad—it was 



something amazing. He chose to take all the pain and punishment for my sins so that I could be 
forgiven. It made me think about how often I take things for granted.

Jesus said, “It is finished.” That means there’s nothing else I need to do to be saved. It’s all because of 
Him. When I mess up, I don’t have to carry the guilt forever because He already paid for it. That makes 
me feel so loved and so free.

In my life, I think I can show love like Jesus did by forgiving others, even when it’s hard. Like when 
my friend hurt my feelings last week—I was so angry, but now I realize that forgiving her is the best 
way to reflect what Jesus has done for me.

Jesus’ love changes everything. It makes me want to live differently, to love better, and to forgive 
completely.

Alice’s Reflection with Mr. Fluffernutter: “Understanding Love”

Alice lay on her bed, stroking Mr. Fluffernutter’s soft fur. “Fluffernutter,” she whispered, “Jesus did 
something so big for us. He didn’t have to die, but He did, just because He loves us.”

Mr. Fluffernutter “replied” in Alice’s squeaky bunny voice, “That’s some serious love, Alice! Bigger 
than all the carrots in the world!”

Alice giggled, her face serious again as she pondered. “Do you think I could ever love like that? Like, 
if someone needed something really bad, could I share, even if it meant I didn’t get any?”

Mr. Fluffernutter’s ears “twitched.” “I think you can, Alice. You’ve got a big heart, just like Jesus 
taught you. Start small—maybe give your favorite snack to someone who’s sad, or share your toys 
when someone’s lonely.”

Alice nodded, her eyes bright. “I want to be like Jesus, Fluffernutter. I want to love like He does.”

Key Scriptures (KJV)

• John 18:4 – “Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and 
said unto them, Whom seek ye?”

• John 19:17 – “And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, 
which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha.”

• John 19:30 – “When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.”

• Isaiah 53:5 – “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”
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