Expanded Report: Paul’s Greeting and Thanksgiving (1 Thessalonians 1:1-10)
Prologue: A Letter of Praise and Encouragement

The Thessalonian church was established in a city that was both culturally diverse and religiously
complex. Thessalonica was a major hub in the Roman Empire, filled with various pagan beliefs and
idol worship. When Paul first preached there, many people turned away from these idols to follow
Christ, which was a radical decision that often brought social and economic challenges. Despite the
pressures around them, the Thessalonians held firmly to their faith, showing love and hope in the midst
of adversity. This steadfast commitment made their community a beacon of faith, not only in their own
city but throughout the region of Macedonia and Achaia. Understanding this context helps us
appreciate why Paul’s words of praise were so significant—these believers were standing strong in a
culture that was often hostile to their new faith.

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10. In
this passage, Paul begins his letter by offering a heartfelt greeting and words of thanksgiving for the
Thessalonians. He praises their faith, love, and hope, acknowledging how their steadfast commitment
to Christ has become an example to other believers. Paul’s words encourage the Thessalonians to
continue their faithful living, knowing that their example is having a positive impact on those around
them.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about how our faith in Jesus can inspire others,” Ryan said, his voice
warm and reassuring. He made eye contact with each family member, wanting them to feel the

significance of the discussion. “Paul starts his letter to the Thessalonians by praising them for their
strong faith, love, and hope. Their example is one that encourages and strengthens other believers.”

Ariel, always interested in how faith connects to real-life actions, asked, “So, Paul is saying that their
faith is not just something they talk about, but something they live out every day?” She thought for a
moment, considering how she might live out her faith by being more patient with her friends or helping
someone in need.

“Yes,” Ryan nodded. “Paul is commending the Thessalonians because their faith is evident in their
actions. They live with love, hope, and a commitment to God that others can see and be encouraged
by.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, gave him a little squeeze and added, “So, when we do things for others
out of love, it shows Jesus to them?” Her innocent gesture brought a warm smile to everyone’s face,
highlighting her childlike sincerity.

“That’s right, Alice,” Yaya said. “When we live with faith, love, and hope, we show others who Jesus
is. I remember a friend from church who always volunteered her time to help others, even when she
was going through tough times. Her unwavering kindness and dedication made a big impact on
everyone around her, including me. Our actions can inspire others to trust in Him, too.”

Key Teachings: Faith, Love, and Hope as a Testimony to Others
1. Paul’s Praise for the Thessalonians’ Faith, Love, and Hope

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3



“We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; Remembering
without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,
in the sight of God and our Father.”

* Faith, Love, and Hope as Markers of True Discipleship:

Ryan explained, “Paul is commending the Thessalonians for three key qualities: their work of faith,
their labor of love, and their patience of hope. These aren’t just abstract concepts; they are visible in
how they live. For example, today we might see these qualities in someone who volunteers regularly,
supports their friends through difficult times, or remains hopeful and steadfast even in challenging
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situations.
Ariel asked, “What does it mean to have a ‘work of faith’?”

“A ‘work of faith’ means that their faith was active and led to action,” Ryan explained. “It wasn’t just
something they believed in their hearts; it was something they lived out in practical ways, helping
others, serving God, and spreading the Gospel.”

» Labor of Love:

Yaya added, “Paul also praises their ‘labor of love.’ This means that they were working hard for others
out of love, not because they had to, but because they genuinely cared for the well-being of others and
wanted to serve them. For example, it might look like helping a neighbor with their groceries, caring
for a sick family member, or volunteering time to help those in need. These acts of love show genuine
care and make a real difference in people's lives.”

Alice, curious, asked, “Does that mean we can show love when we help others, like when we share our
toys or clean up without being asked?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Showing love is not just about what we say, but what we do for others, whether
it’s helping at home, showing kindness to friends, or caring for people in need. I remember one time
when I helped a coworker who was going through a tough time. He was overwhelmed with work, and I
offered to take on some of his tasks so he could have a breather. It wasn’t much, but he told me later
how much it meant to him. That’s the kind of love Paul is talking about—acts that show we genuinely
care.”

* Patience of Hope:

“Finally, Paul commends their ‘patience of hope,’” Ryan said. “This means they were steadfast in their
hope in Christ, even when things were difficult. They trusted in God’s promises and had a patient
expectation that Christ would return and fulfill His promises.”

Ariel asked, “So, their hope in Christ helped them stay strong even when life was tough?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Their hope wasn’t just wishful thinking; it was a firm trust in the return of Jesus
and the future He promised.”

2. The Thessalonians as an Example to Others

1 Thessalonians 1:7-8



“So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. For from you sounded out the
word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is
spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing.”

* Their Example to Other Believers:

Ryan emphasized, “Paul is telling the Thessalonians that their example of faith, love, and hope has
become a model for other believers in the surrounding regions. Their steadfastness in the Gospel has
inspired others to live out their faith as well.”

Ariel asked, “So, the way they lived encouraged other people to follow Jesus too?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Their actions—how they loved others and remained hopeful—became a testimony
to those around them. Other Christians looked to the Thessalonians as an example of how to live
faithfully.”

* The Power of a Good Example:

Yaya added, “Sometimes, the best way to share the Gospel is through our example. I remember a
neighbor of mine who wasn’t a believer. She watched how another friend of ours handled the loss of
her job with such peace and trust in God. Seeing that kind of faith made her curious, and eventually,
she started coming to church to learn more. When people see us living out our faith, even in difficult
circumstances, they are encouraged and drawn to Christ.”

3. Turning to God from Idols
1 Thessalonians 1:9

“For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God.”

* Turning Away from Idols:

Ryan explained, “Paul is recalling how the Thessalonians turned away from idols to serve the true God.
These idols represented more than just carved statues; they symbolized power, wealth, and the cultural
traditions that were deeply ingrained in their society. Turning away from them was a significant act of
faith because it meant rejecting the security and identity those idols offered. They made a radical
change in their lives, turning from false worship to true worship of the living God.””

Ariel asked, “What were these idols they turned away from?”

“In the Thessalonian culture, people worshipped false gods and idols, things that were not real,” Ryan
said. “But when they heard the message of the Gospel, they chose to follow the true God—Jesus—
leaving their old ways behind.”

* The Call to Turn to God:

Yaya added, “This turning to God is an example of true repentance—when we realize that our way of
life is not in line with God’s will, and we choose to turn to Him, leaving behind anything that keeps us
from serving Him. Today, we might think of 'idols' as anything that takes our focus away from God,
like materialism, the pursuit of status, or even being overly attached to technology. These modern idols



can easily compete with our devotion to God, and true repentance means letting go of these distractions
to serve Him wholeheartedly.”

4. Waiting for the Return of Christ
1 Thessalonians 1:10

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come.”

* Waiting for Christ’s Return:

Ryan emphasized, “Paul encourages the Thessalonians to wait for Jesus’ return. Their hope is rooted in
the belief that Jesus will return from heaven to bring salvation and deliverance. This expectation shapes
how we live each day—helping us make choices that honor God, knowing that our actions have eternal
significance. How we treat others, how we handle challenges—all of it is influenced by our hope in
Jesus' return.”

Ariel asked, “So, they were waiting for Jesus to come back, just like we are?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Just like the Thessalonians, we are waiting for Christ’s return. Our hope in His
return helps us live faithfully and keeps us focused on the future He has promised.”

* The Importance of Living in Expectation:

Yaya added, “Living with the expectation of Christ’s return helps us stay focused on what truly matters.
It gives us hope and motivates us to live in a way that honors God. I remember a time when I was
really struggling with a difficult decision. I kept reminding myself that Jesus could return at any
moment, and it helped me choose the path that I knew would honor Him. It wasn’t easy, but knowing
that my actions mattered in the bigger picture gave me strength.”

5. The Key Teaching: Faithful Living and Steadfast Hope in Christ Inspire Others
Key Teaching:

The key teaching of this passage is that the Thessalonians’ faithful living, motivated by love and
sustained by hope, serves as an inspiring example to other believers. Their genuine faith and actions
reflect the transformative power of the Gospel. By turning to God from idols and waiting for the return
of Christ, they not only demonstrated their commitment to God but also became a beacon of hope and
encouragement to others. The Thessalonian church’s example teaches us that faithful living in Christ
can have a powerful impact on others, drawing them to the Gospel and inspiring them to live with the
same hope and love.

Ryan summarized, “Paul is encouraging the Thessalonians to continue living out their faith with love,
hope, and steadfastness. Their lives are a testimony to others, and we are called to live the same way—
to be an example to those around us.”

Practical Applications: Living Out Our Faith as an Example

The family discussed how they could apply the teachings from this passage in their daily lives:



1. Living with Active Faith:

Ariel suggested, “We can live out our faith by helping others, being kind, and showing love, just like
the Thessalonians did. Our actions speak louder than words.”

Alice added, “I can show love by sharing my toys and helping clean up without being asked.”
2. Living with Hope:

Ryan encouraged them, “Let’s remember that our hope is in Christ’s return. When we live with this
hope, we have the strength to face challenges and stay focused on God’s promises.”

3. Encouraging Others by Example:

Yaya reminded them, “By living with faith and hope, we can encourage others to trust in God. Just like
the Thessalonians, our lives can be a powerful example to those around us.”

Takeaway: Faithful Living Inspires Others

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story about a time when someone’s faithful example inspired her
to trust God more. She remembered seeing the woman’s calm demeanor, even when facing challenges,
and hearing her gentle words of encouragement to others. The warmth in her smile and the unwavering
peace she carried made Yaya feel the presence of God in her actions, and it deeply moved her to
strengthen her own faith. “There was a woman at church who always showed such love and patience,
even in hard times. Watching her made me want to live more faithfully and trust God more. I could see
how God worked in that woman’s life, and it made me want to have the same unwavering trust,” she
said.

Ariel smiled, “So, when we live with love and hope, we can inspire others, just like the Thessalonians
did?”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and that’s our mission—to live in such a way that others are encouraged to trust in
Jesus and follow Him too.”

Key Points Summary
1. Living Out Faith, Love, and Hope:

o The Thessalonians’ faith was active, their love was sacrificial, and their hope in Christ was steadfast.
These qualities made them an example to other believers.

2. Turning to God from Idols:

o True repentance means turning away from anything that competes with our devotion to God and
choosing to follow Him alone.

3. Waiting for Christ’s Return:

o Living with the hope of Christ’s return helps us stay focused on eternal truths and motivates us to live
faithfully.

Key Verse:



“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:3)

This passage teaches us that faithful living, motivated by love and sustained by hope, inspires others
and brings glory to God. Our lives should reflect the transformative power of the Gospel, becoming an
example to those around us.



