
Time Audit Chronicles: Instructions for the Collection

(1 Corinthians 16:1-4)

Prologue: Planning for Generosity

The Presswood family was gathered around the table, reading 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, where Paul gave 
specific instructions to the church in Corinth about contributing to a collection for the believers in 
Jerusalem. Ariel was intrigued by how Paul made generosity seem not just spontaneous but intentional 
and organized. Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, was imagining what it might have been like to live in 
a church where everyone worked together to help others in need.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “Why did Paul give such detailed instructions for giving? Shouldn’t people just 
give when they feel like it?”

Ryan smiled. “That’s a great question, Ariel. Paul knew that generosity is an important part of living 
out our faith, but he also wanted to make sure that it was thoughtful and consistent. The collection he 
was talking about was for the poor believers in Jerusalem, who were struggling because of persecution 
and poverty. Paul wanted the Corinthians to contribute regularly, so that when he came, the funds 
would already be gathered and ready to send.”

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. “So, it wasn’t just about giving—it was about planning and making sure that 
everyone had an opportunity to help.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul wanted the Corinthians to be organized in their generosity, so it wasn’t 
something rushed or forgotten. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and see how Paul’s 
instructions helped the early church learn the importance of intentional giving.”

The Journey Begins: Paul’s Letter to Corinth (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)

The Time Audit Machine hummed to life, and the family found themselves in the city of Corinth, 
where members of the church were gathered to hear a letter from Paul. A leader in the congregation 
stood before the group, reading Paul’s words aloud:

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so 
do ye. Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).

Ryan pointed to the scene. “Paul’s instructions were very practical. He told the Corinthians to set aside 
money weekly, based on how much God had blessed them. This way, the collection would be ready 
when he arrived, and there wouldn’t be a last-minute scramble to gather funds.”

Ariel listened closely. “So, Paul wanted giving to be a regular habit, not just something they did 
whenever they felt like it.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul understood that consistent giving was key to meeting the needs of the 
church and helping others. By setting aside money every week, the Corinthians could plan their 
generosity and give according to their means. It was a way to make giving a priority in their lives.”

Planning Generosity: Giving with Purpose (1 Corinthians 16:2)



As the family watched, Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, let her imagination take flight. She pictured 
herself standing among the early Christians of Corinth, listening intently as the instructions for the 
collection were read aloud. In Alice's mind, the scene transformed into something colorful and 
whimsical.

The believers, dressed in bright, mismatched robes of every color, gathered around a large table, each 
bringing something unique to contribute. One woman brought a basket overflowing with golden apples, 
which sparkled as if dusted with sunlight. Another man brought small clay pots filled with fragrant 
honey, their lids sealed with care. A child, not much older than Alice, walked up shyly, offering a small 
bag of coins, each one making a cheerful clinking sound as it dropped into the collection jar.

Alice imagined the leader of the church, a kind man with a long, flowing beard, inviting everyone to 
add what they could—whether it was coins, food, or even a promise of time to help those in need. Mr. 
Fluffernutter, of course, had his own contribution: a bundle of freshly picked herbs, which he presented 
with an exaggerated bow, making everyone laugh.

In Alice’s imagination, the serious moment of giving became a joyful, colorful event where each 
person's offering, no matter how small, was celebrated with cheers and applause. It was a festival of 
generosity, where everyone came together, united by love and a shared mission. Even the children 
played a part, decorating the collection jars with colorful ribbons and flowers, making the act of giving 
feel like a joyful, creative celebration.

As Alice shared her vision with her family, Ariel and Ryan couldn’t help but smile. Ariel laughed at the 
thought of Mr. Fluffernutter’s herbs, picturing the little bunny proudly presenting them. Ryan chuckled, 
his heart warmed by Alice’s creativity.

“Alice, I love how you made it so joyful,” Ariel said. “You made it seem like everyone was happy to 
give, and it wasn’t just about the money—it was about the heart behind it.”

Ryan nodded in agreement. “That’s exactly the point, Alice. Generosity should be joyful. God loves a 
cheerful giver, and when we give with a heart full of love, it becomes something beautiful—just like 
what you imagined. It’s not about how much we give, but about giving with joy and a desire to help 
others.”

Alice beamed, holding Mr. Fluffernutter close. “So, when we give, we should make it like a 
celebration? Like everyone coming together to help?”

“Yes, sweetheart,” Ryan said. “When we give intentionally and with a joyful heart, it really is a 
celebration of God’s blessings. Just like the Corinthians were instructed to plan their giving, we can 
also plan to be generous, making it a joyful part of our lives. It helps us remember that we’re part of 
something bigger—God’s family—and that our giving can make a difference.”

Ariel looked at her dad, her eyes thoughtful. “So, even if we’re just putting money in our generosity jar 
or helping someone in a small way, it’s still important because it’s part of showing God’s love?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Every little bit counts, and every act of generosity reflects God’s love to the 
world. Just like in Alice’s story, every contribution—no matter how small—helps bring joy and unity. 



When we give, we’re not just helping others; we’re also growing in our faith and making our 
community stronger.”

Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly. “Grace, peace, and a joyful heart when we give. That’s what I 
want to remember.”

Ryan smiled. “And that’s a wonderful thing to remember, Alice. Grace, peace, and generosity—with a 
heart full of joy. Let’s keep that in mind as we make our generosity a part of who we are as a family.”

Unity Across the Churches: A Shared Mission (1 Corinthians 16:3-4)

As the collection instructions continued, Paul also urged the Corinthians to choose trusted 
representatives to deliver the collection to Jerusalem. The family watched as the church members 
discussed who among them would be best suited for this important task. The atmosphere was serious, 
and the believers spoke thoughtfully, wanting to ensure that the funds would be handled with the 
utmost integrity.

Ariel turned to Ryan, her curiosity piqued. “Daddy, why was it so important for Paul to have them 
choose representatives? Couldn’t they just trust anyone?”

Ryan smiled at Ariel’s thoughtful question. “That’s a great observation, Ariel. Paul wanted to make sure 
that the funds were delivered safely and that the entire process was transparent. When it comes to 
church finances, accountability and transparency are key. It’s important that everyone knows the 
resources are being handled responsibly, so no one has any doubts or suspicions. It helps build trust 
within the community and shows that the church is acting with integrity.”

Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, looked up. “So, they wanted to make sure no one did anything 
wrong with the money?”

“Exactly, Alice,” Ryan said. “Handling money requires a lot of trust. By choosing trusted 
representatives, the church was making sure that everything was done in a way that honored God and 
was above reproach. It’s not just about being honest—it’s also about making sure that others can see 
that honesty.”

Ariel nodded, understanding a bit more. “I guess it’s like when we talk about being transparent—
making sure everyone knows what’s happening so there’s no confusion or mistrust.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And this kind of accountability is important for the church because it’s not just 
about money. It’s about our witness to the world. If people see that the church handles resources with 
care and integrity, it reflects God’s character. It shows that we’re trustworthy and that we take our 
responsibilities seriously.”

Poppy, who had been listening, joined in with a warm smile. “You know, when I was younger, I helped 
with a local charity. We had to make sure that every penny was accounted for, and we always kept 
records so that anyone who donated could see exactly how their money was used. It wasn’t just about 
doing the right thing—it was also about making sure that the people who gave could trust us. When 
people see that you’re careful and transparent, they’re more likely to keep giving and to believe in the 
mission.”



Ariel looked thoughtful. “So, it’s not just about the money—it’s about showing that we’re trustworthy 
and that we care about how we use what God has given us.”

Ryan nodded. “That’s right, Ariel. Whether it’s the church, a charity, or even our family, being 
transparent and accountable in how we handle resources shows that we respect the gifts God has given 
us and that we want to use them wisely. It’s part of being good stewards and making sure that we’re 
helping others in the best way possible.”

Alice, her eyes bright, added, “Maybe we can do that with our generosity jar, too. We could keep track 
of what we put in and how we use it, so we can see the difference we’re making.”

Ryan smiled at his daughters, his heart full. “That’s a wonderful idea, Alice. It’s a great way to be 
intentional and to remember that our giving is part of something bigger. By being accountable, we’re 
showing that we care about using our resources well, just like the Corinthians did. It’s all about trust, 
integrity, and making a difference together.”

Ariel’s Reflection: Generosity with Intention

After dinner, the Presswood family remained at the table, discussing the importance of consistent and 
thoughtful generosity. Ariel turned to Ryan, her eyes filled with curiosity. “Daddy, in 1 Corinthians 
16:1-4, Paul talked about giving in a very organized way. He mentioned things like consistency, 
proportional giving, accountability, and unity. How do we make those principles work in our family?”

Ryan smiled at Ariel’s insightful question. “That’s a great place to start, Ariel. Let’s break it down. 
First, consistency. Paul told the Corinthians to set aside money every week. It was about making 
generosity a habit—something they did regularly, not just when they felt like it. We could do the same 
by setting aside money from our budget every month to give, whether it’s to our church, a charity, or 
someone in need.”

Ariel nodded. “That makes sense. If we plan it, it becomes part of who we are, not just something we 
do occasionally.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “The second principle is proportional giving. Paul wanted everyone to give 
according to how God had blessed them. It’s not about how much you give, but about giving in a way 
that reflects what you’ve been given. For us, that could mean thinking about our income and deciding 
what portion we want to dedicate to giving. Even if it’s a small amount, it’s about the heart behind it.”

Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, chimed in. “So, it doesn’t matter if we don’t have a lot—it’s about 
giving what we can?”

“That’s right, Alice,” Ryan said. “It’s about being faithful with what we have. The next principle is 
accountability. Paul told the Corinthians to choose trusted representatives to handle the collection, so 
everyone knew it was being used properly. For us, we can keep each other accountable in our giving. 
We could keep track of what we put in our generosity jar and talk about how we want to use it, making 
sure it goes to help others in the best way.”

Ariel smiled. “That way, we’re making sure we’re using what God has given us wisely.”



“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And finally, unity. Paul’s collection was for the believers in Jerusalem. It wasn’t 
just about meeting a need—it was about showing solidarity with other believers, even those far away. 
We can think about how our giving connects us to the bigger picture—how it helps people we may 
never meet but who are still part of God’s family.”

Poppy, who had been listening, added with a warm smile, “When we give, we’re not just helping others
—we’re also joining in God’s mission. It’s about being part of something bigger, something that brings 
people together.”

Ariel’s eyes lit up with understanding. “So, if we’re consistent, give according to what we have, hold 
each other accountable, and think about the unity of God’s family, we’re living out what Paul was 
teaching.”

Ryan nodded, his heart swelling with pride. “That’s right, Ariel. These four principles can guide us to 
be more intentional in our generosity. It’s about making giving a part of our everyday lives, not just for 
the immediate needs, but as a way to worship God and care for others.”

Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly. “Grace, peace, and being a generous family. I think that’s 
something we can do!”

Ryan smiled at his daughters. “Absolutely. Grace, peace, and generosity—let’s make those things part 
of who we are, every single day.”

The Corinthian Church: Setting Aside Funds for the Collection

The family continued watching the Corinthian church members as they set aside funds for the 
upcoming collection. Each week, on the first day, the members of the church gathered and placed a 
portion of their income into a communal collection jar. The atmosphere was both reverent and joyful, 
as people of all walks of life contributed according to what they had. The weekly discipline of setting 
aside funds was not without its challenges, but it fostered a sense of unity and purpose among the 
believers.

A middle-aged man, named Demetrius, stood with his teenage son near the collection jar. Demetrius 
had a kind but serious face, and his son, Lucas, watched as his father carefully placed a few silver coins 
into the jar. Ariel listened as Demetrius spoke to his son.

“It’s not always easy, Lucas,” Demetrius said, his voice filled with conviction. “Sometimes, setting 
aside this money means we have to make sacrifices—maybe fewer luxuries or a simpler meal. But we 
do this because we trust that God will provide for us, and because we know there are others who need 
our help even more. Giving is not just about what we lose—it’s about what we gain as a community. It 
draws us closer to God and to each other.”

Lucas nodded, his eyes filled with understanding. “I see, Father. It’s about being part of something 
bigger than ourselves.”

Demetrius smiled, placing a hand on his son’s shoulder. “Exactly. It’s about putting our faith into 
action, showing God’s love in a tangible way. When we all give a little, it adds up to something that can 
change lives.”



Ariel watched the interaction, her heart moved by the dedication of the Corinthian believers. She turned 
to her family, her voice thoughtful. “Daddy, I think I understand why Paul wanted them to set aside 
money every week. It wasn’t just about making sure the money was ready—it was about building a 
habit of generosity. It made them think about others regularly, and it brought them together.”

Ryan nodded, his eyes reflecting his pride in Ariel’s insight. “That’s right, Ariel. Generosity is not just 
about giving when it’s convenient—it’s about making it a part of our lives, even when it requires 
sacrifice. The discipline of setting aside something each week helped the Corinthians grow in their faith 
and in their love for others. It’s about being intentional, just like Demetrius and his son.”

Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, chimed in, her eyes wide. “Maybe we can do that too! We could 
set aside something each week, even if it’s just a little, and use it to help someone who needs it.”

Ariel smiled at her sister. “I love that idea, Alice. It doesn’t have to be a lot—it just has to come from 
the heart. We can all give something, and together, it can make a big difference.”

Ryan looked at his daughters, his heart full. “That’s the spirit of what Paul was teaching. It’s not about 
the amount—it’s about the commitment, the consistency, and the love behind it. When we plan our 
giving, we’re making a statement that generosity is important, that caring for others is a priority. It’s 
about trusting God to take care of our needs as we take care of others.”

Ariel nodded, feeling a sense of purpose. “Grace, peace, and a commitment to give—every week, as 
part of our family. I think that’s something we can all do.”

Ryan smiled, reaching out to hug both Ariel and Alice. “I think so too. Let’s make it a part of who we 
are—a family that gives intentionally, just like the Corinthians did. We’re all part of God’s bigger plan, 
and our generosity is one way we can show His love to the world.”

Ariel Reflects on the Global Body of Christ

As the family watched the Corinthian church members carefully choose representatives to deliver the 
collection to Jerusalem, Ariel began to reflect on the broader implications of what they were 
witnessing. She turned to Ryan, her eyes filled with curiosity.

“Daddy, this collection isn’t just about money, is it? It’s about helping other believers, even if they’re 
far away. It makes me think about how we’re all part of one big family—the body of Christ—no matter 
where we are.”

Ryan nodded, appreciating Ariel’s insight. “That’s exactly right, Ariel. Paul wasn’t just teaching the 
Corinthians to be generous; he was teaching them about unity. The collection was for the believers in 
Jerusalem, who were struggling. Even though the Corinthians had never met them, they were still 
connected as part of the same body—the global body of Christ. When one part of the body suffers, the 
rest of the body steps in to help.”

Ariel considered this, her expression thoughtful. “It must have been hard, though. They had their own 
needs, and yet Paul was asking them to give to people they had never even met.”

Ryan smiled. “It was definitely a challenge, but that’s what makes it so beautiful. The Corinthians were 
willing to sacrifice for the sake of their brothers and sisters in Christ, even if they didn’t know them 



personally. It showed their faith, their trust in God, and their love for the church as a whole. Supporting 
fellow believers, even from a distance, is part of what it means to be in God’s family.”

Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, chimed in. “So, it’s like when we help people in other places—
like sending money or food to places that need it. Even if we don’t know them, we’re still helping 
because we’re all part of God’s family.”

Ryan nodded. “Exactly, Alice. It’s about showing solidarity with our brothers and sisters, wherever they 
are. It’s not always easy, but the rewards are great. When we support each other, we’re reflecting God’s 
love to the world. We’re showing that the church is not just a local community—it’s global. And we’re 
part of something much bigger than ourselves.”

Ariel smiled, feeling the weight of the lesson. “So, when we give, it’s not just about money—it’s about 
being part of God’s mission, about standing with others who need us. It’s about showing the world that 
we’re united in Christ.”

Poppy, who had been listening quietly, added his own thoughts. “You know, I remember a time when 
our church gathered supplies for a community that had been hit by a storm. We didn’t know the people 
there, but we knew they needed help. And when we all came together to give, it made me realize just 
how powerful it is to be part of God’s family. We’re never alone—we always have each other.”

Ariel nodded, her heart filled with a sense of purpose. “Grace, peace, and unity. We can show the world 
what it means to be part of God’s family by supporting each other, even when it’s hard.”

Ryan smiled, reaching out to hug Ariel and Alice. “That’s right. Grace, peace, and unity—through 
intentional generosity and a heart that cares for others. That’s how we can make a difference, both here 
and around the world.”

Final Thought: The Church’s Call to Holiness

In 1 Corinthians 16:1-4, Paul teaches the Corinthians about the importance of regular, planned giving to 
support the needs of the church and the mission of the gospel. His instructions emphasize:

1. Consistency – Setting aside money every week ensures that generosity becomes a habit and a 
priority.

2. Proportional Giving – Giving according to how God has blessed each person makes generosity 
accessible to everyone.

3. Accountability – Choosing trusted representatives to deliver the collection ensures integrity 
and builds trust.

4. Unity – The collection for the Jerusalem church reflects the shared mission and love that unites 
believers across different regions.

This passage reminds us that generosity should be thoughtful, intentional, and rooted in gratitude for 
God’s blessings. It calls us to make giving a regular part of our lives, not just as a response to 
immediate needs, but as an act of worship and a way to show love for others. By planning our 
generosity, we honor God, strengthen the church, and participate in His mission to care for His people.


