Expanded Report: Rebuking False Teachers (Titus 1:10-16)

Prologue: The Danger of False Teaching and the Need for Discernment

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to Titus 1:10-16. In this passage,
Paul warns Titus about the dangers of false teachers who disrupt the church by promoting rebellion,
deception, and legalism. These teachers were spreading harmful Jewish myths and teachings that
undermined the gospel of grace. Paul makes it clear that false teaching corrupts minds and hearts,
leading people away from the truth of God’s Word. In contrast, sound doctrine leads to purity,
producing transformed lives that reflect the holiness of God. This passage is a strong reminder to
believers of the importance of guarding the truth and rejecting anything that distorts it.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about the dangers of false teaching and why it’s so important to hold fast
to sound doctrine,” Ryan said. “Paul is warning Titus about teachers who were misleading people, and
he gives us a strong message about the importance of purity and truth in the church.”

Ariel, curious about the dangers of false teaching, asked, “So, Paul is saying that some people were
teaching things that weren’t true, and that was hurting the church?”

“Yes,” Ryan nodded. “False teachers can lead people away from the truth, and Paul is warning Titus to
be careful and make sure the church stays true to the gospel. False teaching can have a very damaging
effect on people’s faith and lives.”

Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, added, “So, it’s important to always check if what we hear is true
and follow what the Bible says?”

“That’s right, Alice,” Yaya smiled. “We must always compare what we hear with the truth of God’s
Word and make sure it lines up with what God says.”

Key Teachings: Identifying False Teachers, The Corruption of False Teaching, and the Purity of
Sound Doctrine

1. Identifying False Teachers

Titus 1:10
“For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, especially they of the circumcision.”

* Rebellious and Deceptive Teachers:
Ryan explained, “Paul begins by describing false teachers as ‘unruly and vain talkers.’ This
means that these individuals were disruptive, rebellious, and focused on empty arguments rather
than the truth. They were leading people astray by spreading deceptive teachings.”

Ariel asked, “So, they weren’t teaching God’s truth, but just arguing and saying things that
weren’t helpful?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “These teachers weren’t concerned with building up the faith—they were



only causing confusion and division in the church. Paul warns Titus to watch out for such
people.”

* False Teachers Within the Jewish Community:
Ryan continued, “Paul also highlights that these teachers were especially ‘of the circumcision,’
meaning they were likely Jewish people who were trying to impose Jewish laws and customs,
like circumcision, on the believers. They were teaching that Gentiles needed to follow the Old
Testament law in addition to believing in Christ, which was a false and harmful teaching.”

Yaya added, “This was a big issue in the early church because some Jewish Christians were
trying to bring legalism into the gospel message. But Paul makes it clear that salvation is by
grace alone, not by following the law.”

2. The Harmful Effects of False Teaching

Titus 1:11
“Whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for
filthy lucre’s sake.”

* The Destructive Power of False Teaching:
Ryan explained, “Paul emphasizes that false teachers must be stopped because their words
‘subvert whole houses.’” This means that their teachings were leading entire households astray,
corrupting families and individuals. False teaching can have a widespread impact, affecting
people’s faith and leading them into error.”

Ariel asked, “So, false teachers don’t just confuse one person—they can lead many people away
from God?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “False teaching is dangerous because it spreads quickly and can influence
many people. That’s why we must guard the truth and not let false teachings take root in the
church.”

* Motivation of False Teachers:
Ryan continued, “Paul also points out that these false teachers were motivated by greed—‘filthy
lucre’s sake,” meaning they were in it for personal gain. They were using their position to
manipulate and deceive others for money or power.”

Yaya added, “This is why we must be careful about who we listen to. There are people who will
twist God’s Word for their own benefit, and we need to be discerning to avoid being led astray
by them.”

3. The Purity of Sound Doctrine

Titus 1:15
“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but
even their mind and conscience is defiled.”



Purity in Heart and Mind:

Ryan explained, “Paul makes an important distinction here—‘unto the pure all things are pure.’
This means that those who are truly committed to God’s truth, who have pure hearts and minds,
can discern what is right and true. But for those who are ‘defiled and unbelieving,’ nothing is
pure. Their minds and consciences are corrupted, making them unable to discern the truth.”

Ariel asked, “So, if someone’s heart is not pure, they won’t be able to understand what is right
and true?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “False teachers are often driven by impurity in their hearts and minds.
Their lack of truth and love leads them to distort God’s Word, and that’s why it’s so dangerous
to follow them.”

The Need for Purity and Discernment:

Yaya added, “When our hearts and minds are aligned with God’s truth, we can see things clearly
and make wise choices. But when we allow sin or false teachings to corrupt us, it becomes
harder to distinguish between truth and error.”

4. The Rejection of Sound Doctrine

Titus 1:16
“They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate.”

False Professors of Faith:

Ryan explained, “Paul says that false teachers may ‘profess that they know God,’ but their
actions tell a different story. They deny God by their works, which are ‘abominable and
disobedient.’ Their lives do not align with the truth they claim to teach. This is a key warning—
false teachers often appear outwardly pious but live in contradiction to the gospel.”

Ariel asked, “So, just saying you know God isn’t enough—you have to live like it too?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “True faith is always demonstrated through action. If someone’s life
doesn’t reflect the teachings of Jesus, their words are empty.”

The Danger of Living in Disobedience:

Ryan continued, “Paul warns that false teachers are ‘unto every good work reprobate,” meaning
they are disqualified from doing good works. They are incapable of producing anything of value
because they have turned away from the truth.”

Yaya added, “This shows us how serious it is to stay grounded in sound doctrine. False teaching
leads to disobedience and corruption, while sound doctrine leads to godliness and good works.”

5. The Key Teaching: The Dangers of False Teaching and the Need for Sound Doctrine

Key Teaching:
The key teaching of this passage is that false teaching corrupts minds and hearts, leading people away



from the truth. False teachers, motivated by selfish gain, distort God’s Word and spread error, which
undermines the purity of the church. In contrast, sound doctrine leads to purity, righteousness, and good
works. Believers are called to hold fast to the truth of God’s Word, discerning and rejecting anything
that contradicts it.

Ryan summarized, “Paul is warning Titus, and us, that we must protect the truth of the gospel. False
teaching can lead people away from God, but when we stand firm in sound doctrine, it purifies our
hearts and guides us in living holy lives.”

Practical Applications: Guarding the Truth, Rejecting False Teaching, and Living in Purity
The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Guarding the Truth and Rejecting False Teaching:
Ariel suggested, “We can be careful about what we listen to, making sure that it lines up with
the Bible. If something doesn’t match what God says, we can reject it and seek the truth.”
Alice added, “I can ask my parents or leaders at church if I’'m not sure about something I hear.”

2. Living with Purity and Discernment:
Ryan encouraged them, “We can pray for God to help us stay pure in our hearts and minds, so
we can clearly see the truth. When our hearts are right with God, we’ll be able to recognize
what is false and avoid it.”
Yaya reminded them, “Purity starts in the heart. If we fill our hearts with God’s Word, it will
help us stay pure and make wise choices.”

3. Staying Grounded in God’s Word:
Yaya added, “We can also spend time studying God’s Word every day, so we know the truth and
are able to stand firm against any false teachings we encounter.”

**Takeaway: Protecting the Church from Falsehood and Standing Firm in

the Truth** As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story about how she once heard a teaching that
didn’t seem quite right. “I had to be careful and go back to God’s Word to make sure what I was
hearing was true. It reminded me that we must always test what we hear against the Bible.”

Ariel smiled, “So, if we hear something that doesn’t seem right, we should check it with the Bible to
see if it’s true?”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and that’s why studying God’s Word is so important. The more we know the truth,
the easier it will be to recognize anything that’s false.”

Key Points Summary
1. The Danger of False Teaching:



» False teachers spread rebellion, deception, and legalism, leading people away from the
truth. They cause confusion and harm in the church.
2. Purity Through Sound Doctrine:
* Sound doctrine leads to purity of heart and mind. When we stay grounded in God’s
Word, we can avoid false teaching and live in a way that pleases God.
3. Living Out the Truth:
 Faithful teaching is not just about knowing the truth—it’s about living it. Leaders and
believers alike are called to reflect the purity of the gospel in their lives.

Key Verse:

“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” (Titus 1:15)

This passage teaches us the importance of guarding our hearts and minds against false teaching. Sound
doctrine leads to purity, and when we hold fast to the truth of God’s Word, we live in a way that reflects
His holiness and truth.
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