
Expanded Report: Peter’s Eyewitness Testimony and the Prophetic Word (2 Peter 
1:12-21)

Prologue: The Reliability of the Gospel and the Prophetic Word

As the family gathered for their evening Bible study, Ryan opened to 2 Peter 1:12-21. In this passage, 
Peter reflects on his firsthand experience of witnessing the majesty of Christ at the Transfiguration and 
emphasizes the trustworthiness of God’s Word. He stresses that the teachings of Jesus are not based on 
myths or stories, but on his own eyewitness testimony. Additionally, Peter underscores the divine 
inspiration of Scripture, reminding believers that the prophecy of the Old Testament was not the 
product of human will, but came through the Holy Spirit. This reminder is vital for Christians to trust 
the Scriptures as God's true and reliable message to His people.

“Tonight, we’re going to explore how Peter affirms the truth of the gospel and the reliability of 
Scripture,” Ryan said. “He shares a powerful testimony about seeing Jesus’ glory firsthand, and he 
explains how God inspired the Bible.”

Ariel, always eager to learn, asked, “Why does Peter talk about the Transfiguration here? How does 
that prove the gospel is true?”
“That’s a great question,” Ryan said. “Peter was one of the disciples who saw Jesus’ glory revealed at 
the Transfiguration. This experience was a pivotal moment that confirmed Jesus’ divine nature. Peter is 
telling us that what he witnessed is not a fairy tale—it’s the truth, and it confirms everything Jesus 
taught.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter close, asked, “So, Peter actually saw Jesus shining bright like the sun? 
That sounds so amazing!”
“Yes,” Yaya smiled. “Peter and the other disciples saw Jesus in His glory, and that experience made 
them even more certain of who Jesus was. They weren’t just telling stories—they were sharing the truth 
of what they had witnessed.”

Key Teachings: The Trustworthiness of Peter’s Testimony and Scripture

1. Eyewitness Testimony of Christ’s Majesty

2 Peter 1:16
“We have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”

• Eyewitness Testimony of the Transfiguration:
Ryan explained, “Peter is reminding believers that the message of the gospel is not based on 
myths or stories. He was there when Jesus revealed His divine glory at the Transfiguration. This 
was not some fabricated story—it was a real event that confirmed Jesus as the Son of God.”



Ariel asked, “So, Peter really saw Jesus shining brightly with Moses and Elijah?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Peter was there on the mountain with James and John when Jesus was 
transfigured. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as light. Moses and 
Elijah appeared, and God spoke from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.’ Peter’s experience was proof that Jesus was truly the Messiah.”

• The Truth of the Gospel:
Ryan continued, “Peter’s point is clear—he wasn’t following some clever myth. He saw Jesus’ 
power firsthand. He witnessed Christ’s majesty, and that’s why he is so confident in sharing the 
gospel. This is not a story—it’s the truth of what he experienced.”

Yaya added, “Peter’s testimony is vital because it shows that the gospel isn’t just words—it’s 
based on real events and real experiences with the living Jesus.”

2. The Prophetic Word Confirmed

2 Peter 1:19
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.”

• Scripture as a Light in Darkness:
Ryan explained, “Peter points out that, while his eyewitness testimony is powerful, there is 
something even more certain: the prophetic word—the Scriptures. The prophecies of the Old 
Testament are the reliable foundation for the gospel message. They point to Jesus, and they 
confirm everything Peter saw on the mountain. They shine light in a dark world, guiding 
believers until the return of Christ.”

Ariel asked, “So, the prophecies in the Bible are just as true as Peter’s testimony?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Peter is affirming that Scripture is the surest guide for our faith. Even though 
Peter saw Jesus’ glory firsthand, he points believers to the Word of God as the ultimate source 
of truth.”

• The Unbreakable Trustworthiness of Prophecy:
Ryan continued, “Peter is telling us that the prophecies in the Bible aren’t just human words. 
They come from God and are totally trustworthy. He urges us to hold firmly to God’s Word 
because it is more reliable than any experience or testimony we could have.”

Yaya added, “The Bible is God’s inspired Word. It is living and active, and it reveals truth to us 
about Jesus and His plans for us.”

3. The Divine Inspiration of Scripture

2 Peter 1:20-21
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy 



came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost.”

• God’s Inspiration of Scripture:
Ryan explained, “Peter emphasizes that Scripture is not the product of human ideas or opinions. 
The prophets who wrote the Old Testament were inspired by the Holy Spirit. They spoke and 
wrote as they were moved by God Himself. The Bible is divinely inspired, and its message is 
from God, not from human imagination.”

Ariel asked, “So, when we read the Bible, we’re reading what God wanted us to know?”
“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Every word in the Bible is God-breathed. The Holy Spirit guided the 
writers, and He continues to speak to us through the Scriptures today.”

• The Authority of God’s Word:
Ryan continued, “Because the Bible is inspired by God, it carries divine authority. We can trust 
it completely because it is God’s Word to us, and it is unchanging.”

Yaya added, “The Bible is our ultimate authority. We don’t need to look anywhere else for truth
—God has already given it to us in His Word.”

4. The Key Teaching: The Trustworthiness and Divine Authority of Scripture

Key Teaching:
The key teaching of this passage is the absolute trustworthiness and divine origin of both Peter’s 
eyewitness testimony and the Scriptures. Peter’s firsthand experience of Christ’s majesty at the 
Transfiguration confirmed the truth of the gospel, but he also emphasizes that the prophetic word of 
Scripture is even more certain. Scripture, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is the ultimate authority and 
source of truth. As believers, we are called to trust both the testimony of those who saw Jesus and the 
inspired Scriptures, which guide us in our faith.

Ryan summarized, “Peter wants us to understand that both his testimony and the Word of God are 
completely reliable. The gospel isn’t a story—it’s the truth of what Peter saw and heard, and it’s backed 
by the unshakeable Word of God.”

Practical Applications: Trusting and Living by the Word of God

The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their own lives:

1. Trusting the Reliability of Scripture:
Ariel suggested, “I can trust that everything the Bible says is true, because it comes from God. 
When I read the Bible, I know that I’m learning what God wants me to know.”

Alice added, “I can read my Bible more, because it’s the most reliable book I have, and it helps 
me understand God.”



2. Sharing the Truth of the Gospel:
Ryan encouraged them, “Just like Peter shared what he had witnessed, we can share the truth of 
Jesus with others. We can trust that the gospel is true, and we don’t need to be afraid to speak 
up.”

3. Living by the Word of God:
Yaya reminded them, “We can live according to the teachings in the Bible, knowing that God’s 
Word is trustworthy and life-changing.”

Takeaway: Trusting in the Truth of God’s Word

As the family reflected, Yaya shared how trusting the Bible had impacted her life. “When I first began 
to understand how the Bible is God’s Word, I started to read it more and trust it more. I knew that 
everything in it was true, and it gave me so much peace.”

Ariel smiled, “So, we can trust the Bible completely and know that everything in it is true?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “God’s Word is unshakable and trustworthy. We can rely on it for everything.”

Key Points Summary

1. The Trustworthiness of Eyewitness Testimony:

• Peter’s eyewitness experience of Jesus’ glory confirms the truth of the gospel, and his 
testimony is reliable. 

2. The Unshakable Authority of Scripture:

• The Bible is divinely inspired and fully trustworthy. It is the ultimate source of truth and 
authority for the believer. 

3. Living by the Word of God:

• As believers, we are called to trust, live by, and share the truth of God’s Word, knowing 
that it is the foundation of our faith. 

Key Verse:

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (

2 Peter 1:21)

This passage teaches us to trust in the truth of God’s Word, knowing that it is inspired by the Holy 
Spirit and is reliable for our lives.
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