Time Audit Chronicles: Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
(2 Corinthians 12:1-10)

Prologue: Strength in Weakness

Ariel sat in the garage with her family, flipping through 2 Corinthians 12:1-10, a passage where Paul
speaks about his mysterious "thorn in the flesh." Ariel had been pondering the idea of weakness and
strength. How could someone find strength in weakness? It didn’t seem to make sense. Alice, leaning
against Mr. Fluffernutter, had a different concern altogether. “What’s the thorn, Daddy? Did Paul step
on something sharp?”

Ryan chuckled softly. “No, Alice, it wasn’t a real thorn like the ones on a rose bush. Paul was talking
about something difficult in his life—something that caused him pain or trouble. We don’t know
exactly what it was, but he called it a ‘thorn in the flesh’ because it was something that hurt him, but
also taught him to rely on God’s grace.”

Ariel looked thoughtful. “So, instead of taking the thorn away, God used it to teach Paul to depend on
Him more?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And Paul learned that God’s grace was enough to carry him through, no matter
how hard things got. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to visit Paul and see how he learned this
lesson.”

The Journey Begins: A Revelation and a Thorn (2 Corinthians 12:1-7)

The Time Audit Machine whirred to life, and the family found themselves in a quiet room where Paul
was writing his letter to the Corinthians. His expression was serious yet peaceful, his quill moving
steadily across the parchment. Paul was recounting his extraordinary experience—being caught up into
the third heaven, the very presence of God.

Ryan whispered, “Paul is talking about a vision or revelation he received from God. He was given a
glimpse of heaven, but notice how he’s not boasting about it.”

Paul continued writing, explaining that to keep him from becoming prideful about the incredible
revelations he had received, he was given a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment him.

Ariel leaned in, watching closely. “So, this thorn was like a reminder to stay humble? Even though he
had seen amazing things, God didn’t want him to think he was better than anyone else?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul understood that the thorn was a way to keep him humble and dependent on
God. It’s a reminder that even when we’re given great gifts or experiences, we’re still human, and we
need God’s grace every day.”

Alice squinted at Paul’s letter. “But what’s the thorn? Is it something bad like a sickness, or maybe
mean people chasing him?”



Ryan nodded. “It could have been either of those things—or something else entirely. We don’t know for
sure. What’s important is that Paul saw it as something that taught him to rely on God’s strength, not
his own.”

Paul’s Plea: “Take It Away” (2 Corinthians 12:8)

The family watched as Paul paused in his writing, reflecting deeply. Ryan pointed to the moment.
“Look, Paul prayed three times for God to take the thorn away. He didn’t want the pain or difficulty
any more than anyone else would.”

Ariel frowned. “So, even Paul—who was so strong in his faith—asked God to take it away? Did God
say no?”

Ryan nodded. “Yes, Paul asked God to remove the thorn, but God didn’t take it away. Instead, He gave
Paul something better—His grace. Let’s listen to what Paul learned.”

God’s Response: “My Grace is Sufficient” (2 Corinthians 12:9)

Paul resumed writing, and the family could hear him murmuring the words as he wrote: “And he said
unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” (2
Corinthians 12:9).

Ariel’s eyes lit up. “God didn’t take the thorn away because He wanted Paul to see that His grace was
enough to get him through?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “God wasn’t ignoring Paul’s prayer—He was teaching him something deeper. He
was showing Paul that His power works best in our weakness. When we realize we can’t do it on our
own, that’s when God’s strength shines the brightest.”

Ariel thought for a moment. “So, instead of being upset about the thorn, Paul learned to see it as a good
thing—because it made him rely on God more?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul came to understand that his weakness wasn’t a limitation—it was an
opportunity for God to show His power. That’s why Paul could write what he does next.”

Paul’s Perspective: “I Take Pleasure in Weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)

Paul’s expression softened as he continued to write: “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.”

Ariel was amazed. “Paul actually said he was glad about his weaknesses? That doesn’t make sense!”



“It does when you think about what Paul is saying,” Ryan explained. “He’s not glad because of the
pain or the challenges—he’s glad because those things bring him closer to Jesus. When Paul is weak,
he sees more clearly that it’s God’s strength carrying him through. It’s not about what Paul can do—
it’s about what God can do through him.”

Alice clutched Mr. Fluffernutter a little tighter. “So, even when things are really hard, God’s grace is
like...a superpower?”

Ryan smiled. “That’s one way to think about it, Alice. God’s grace gives us what we need to keep
going, even when we feel like we can’t. It’s not about our own strength—it’s about God’s strength
working through us.”

Takeaway: God’s Grace in Our Weakness

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on
what they had seen. Ariel turned to Ryan, her eyes thoughtful.

“Daddy, I think I understand now. The thorn wasn’t a punishment—it was a way for Paul to see that
God’s grace is bigger than any problem. Even though he was weak, God made him strong.”

“That’s exactly right, Ariel,” Ryan said. “Paul’s thorn reminds us that God’s grace is enough for
whatever we’re facing. Even when we feel weak, God’s strength is made perfect in us. It’s not about us
being strong—it’s about trusting in God’s strength.”

Ariel nodded, inspired. “So, when we go through hard things, we can remember that God’s grace is
with us, and His power is working in our weakness.”

Ryan smiled warmly. “Yes, Ariel. And that’s the beauty of this passage. It teaches us to rely on God’s
grace every day, knowing that His strength will carry us through. Just like Paul, we can find peace in
knowing that when we are weak, then we are strong in Him.”

Key Teaching: My Grace is Sufficient

In 2 Corinthians 12:1-10, Paul describes a mysterious "thorn in the flesh," which served as a reminder
of his human frailty and a way to keep him humble despite the extraordinary revelations he had
received. Though Paul prayed for the thorn to be removed, God answered with the profound truth: “My
grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” This passage teaches us
that God’s grace is enough to sustain us through any trial, and His power is displayed most clearly in
our weakness.

Paul’s response—rejoicing in his infirmities—shows us that our weaknesses are not limitations, but
opportunities for God to show His strength. When we rely on His grace, we find that He provides all
we need, reminding us that His power is greater than any challenge we face. This passage encourages
us to trust in God’s sufficiency, finding peace and strength in His grace, no matter what “thorns” we
encounter in life.
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