
Expanded Report: Paul’s Prayer for the Thessalonians (2 Thessalonians 1:11-12)

Prologue: A Prayer for Worthiness and Glorification

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12. In 
this passage, Paul offers a heartfelt prayer for the Thessalonian believers, asking God to make them 
worthy of the calling they have received in Christ. He prays that Christ may be glorified in their lives, 
and that they, in turn, may be glorified in Him. This prayer is a powerful reminder of the purpose of the 
Christian life—to live in such a way that Christ’s name is honored and reflected in all we do.

“Tonight, we’re going to look at a prayer that Paul prays for the Thessalonians,” Ryan said. “Paul prays 
that God would help them live lives worthy of their calling and that their lives would bring glory to 
Christ.”

Ariel, always thoughtful about how she could apply scripture to her life, asked, “So, Paul is praying 
that the Thessalonians would live in a way that makes Jesus shine through them?”
“Yes,” Ryan nodded. “Paul’s prayer is that everything the Thessalonians do—how they live, how they 
love, and how they endure—would point to the glory of Christ. He wants their lives to reflect the 
greatness of Jesus.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter close, added, “So, when we show love and do good things, it makes 
Jesus happy and shows others how great He is?”
“That’s exactly right, Alice,” Yaya said. “Paul’s prayer reminds us that our lives are meant to reflect 
Jesus’ greatness to the world.”

Key Teachings: Worthiness of Calling, Glorification of Christ, and Living to Honor Him

1. Paul’s Prayer for God to Make the Thessalonians Worthy of Their Calling

2 Thessalonians 1:11
“Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and 
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power.”

• Living Worthy of Our Calling:
Ryan explained, “Paul prays that God would help the Thessalonians live in a way that is worthy 
of their calling. This is a calling to salvation, to holiness, and to service in Christ’s name. Paul is 
asking God to empower them to live out this calling fully, reflecting God’s goodness and the 
work of faith in their lives.”

Ariel asked, “What does it mean to live worthy of our calling?”
“It means living in a way that honors God and reflects the transformation He has made in our 
lives,” Ryan said. “We are called to be like Christ, to live with integrity, love, and faithfulness.”



• God’s Role in Empowering Us:
Yaya added, “This prayer reminds us that it is God who makes us worthy. We cannot do this on 
our own, but God empowers us through the Holy Spirit to live lives that reflect His holiness and 
goodness.”

2. The Prayer for Christ to Be Glorified in the Lives of Believers

2 Thessalonians 1:12
“That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

• Christ Glorified in Our Lives:
Ryan emphasized, “Paul’s ultimate desire for the Thessalonians—and for all believers—is that 
Christ may be glorified in their lives. Everything they do, every action, and every word should 
point back to the greatness and majesty of Christ.”

Ariel asked, “So, we are supposed to show people how great Jesus is by how we live?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “When we live out our faith, our lives should reflect the love, grace, and truth 
of Jesus, and that brings glory to Him. Others should be able to see Christ through us.”

• The Mutual Glorification of Christ and Believers:
Yaya added, “What’s beautiful about this prayer is that Paul also prays that the Thessalonians 
would be glorified in Christ. In other words, as we reflect Christ’s glory, we are also honored by 
being united with Him. Our lives are bound up with His glory.”

3. Living with the Goal of Glorifying Christ

Key Teaching:
The key teaching of this passage is that believers are called to live in a way that makes Christ known 
and glorified. Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonians is a model for all Christians: to live lives that reflect 
the grace and goodness of God, and that bring honor to Jesus Christ. This involves living in a way that 
is worthy of our calling, empowered by God’s strength, and focused on reflecting Christ’s glory in all 
we do.

Ryan summarized, “Paul prays for the Thessalonians to live out their calling in a way that brings glory 
to Christ. As we live worthy of that calling, we are living in a way that shows the world how great 
Jesus is.”

Practical Applications: Glorifying Christ in Our Lives

The family discussed how they could apply this prayer to their daily lives:

1. Living Worthy of Our Calling:
Ariel suggested, “We can start by asking God to help us live with integrity and kindness. When 



we make choices, we can ask ourselves if they honor God.”
Alice added, “I can be kind to others and share my toys, because that shows people how much I 
love Jesus.”

2. Glorifying Christ in Our Actions:
Ryan encouraged them, “Let’s think about how our actions show Christ to others. Whether it’s 
how we help others, how we treat our family, or how we speak to our friends, we can make sure 
everything we do points to Christ and reflects His love.”

3. Relying on God’s Grace to Empower Us:
Yaya reminded them, “We can’t do this on our own, but we can rely on God’s grace. He is the 
one who empowers us to live for Him, and we can ask Him every day to help us reflect Christ’s 
glory.”

Takeaway: Living to Glorify Christ

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a story of how living to glorify Christ had impacted her life. “I 
remember a time when I was having trouble forgiving someone, but I asked God to help me love them 
as He loves me. It wasn’t easy, but as I relied on His grace, I was able to forgive, and that showed 
others God’s love.”

Ariel smiled, “So, when we show love and do what’s right, we’re showing people how great Jesus is?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “and that’s the ultimate purpose of our lives—to reflect the glory of Jesus to the 
world.”

Key Points Summary

1. Living Worthy of Our Calling: 
• Believers are called to live lives worthy of their calling, reflecting God’s goodness and 

grace in every aspect of life. This requires God’s empowerment and strength. 
2. Glorifying Christ in Our Lives: 

• Our lives are meant to reflect the glory of Christ. In everything we do, we are to honor 
Him and point others to His greatness. 

3. The Role of God’s Grace in Empowering Us: 
• It is God’s grace that enables us to live lives that glorify Him. We rely on His strength to 

live out our calling and reflect His love and truth to the world. 

Key Verse:

“That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thessalonians 1:12)



This passage teaches us that the ultimate goal of the Christian life is to glorify Christ in all we do. As 
we live worthy of our calling, empowered by God’s grace, we reflect Christ’s greatness to the world 
and bring honor to His name.
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