Time Audit Chronicles: Paul’s Integrity and Sincerity
(2 Corinthians 1:12-24)

Prologue: A Defense Rooted in Integrity

The Presswood family sat around their table, reading 2 Corinthians 1:12-24, where Paul defends his
change of travel plans to the Corinthian church. Ariel was intrigued by how deeply Paul cared about
maintaining integrity, even in something as simple as an itinerary change. Alice, holding Mr.
Fluffernutter, imagined Paul on a journey, trying to explain himself while keeping peace among the
churches.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “Why did Paul have to explain why he changed his plans? Couldn’t people just
trust that he was doing what was best?”

Ryan nodded thoughtfully. “That’s a great question, Ariel. The church in Corinth was going through
some difficulties, and some people started to question Paul’s sincerity. They thought that his change of
plans meant he wasn’t trustworthy or didn’t care about them. But Paul wanted to make it clear that his
actions were guided by integrity and the faithfulness of God, not by personal gain or convenience.”

Ariel tilted her head. “So, Paul wanted to show them that he was being honest and that he always acted
with integrity, even when things didn’t go as planned?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul’s message wasn’t just about defending himself—it was about reminding the
Corinthians that God is always faithful, and as followers of Jesus, we’re called to reflect that same
faithfulness in how we live and treat others. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to see how Paul
explained his heart and actions to the Corinthians.”

The Journey Begins: A Clear Conscience (2 Corinthians 1:12-14)

The Time Audit Machine hummed to life, transporting the family to Corinth, where Paul’s letter was
being read aloud to the church. The Corinthians listened carefully as Paul began to defend his actions,
emphasizing that his conduct had always been marked by simplicity and godly sincerity.

Paul wrote, “For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly
sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the
world, and more abundantly to you-ward.” (2 Corinthians 1:12).

Ryan pointed to the group of believers, some of whom were nodding in agreement while others looked
skeptical. “Paul starts by appealing to his clear conscience. He’s saying that his actions toward the
Corinthians have always been guided by God’s grace, not by selfish motives or human wisdom.”

Ariel listened carefully. “So, Paul is reminding them that he’s always been honest and sincere in how
he treated them?”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul wanted the Corinthians to know that his actions weren’t based on worldly
wisdom—Ilike manipulation or self-interest—but on the grace of God. He cared deeply about their
spiritual growth, and everything he did was aimed at building them up in their faith.”

Paul continued, expressing confidence that the Corinthians would fully understand his heart in time.
“As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in
the day of the Lord Jesus.” (2 Corinthians 1:14).

Ryan smiled. “Paul is reminding them of their shared hope in Jesus—that their joy is in Christ, and that
one day, they will all stand before the Lord, celebrating together.”

Changing Plans, Unchanging Integrity (2 Corinthians 1:15-20)

The letter continued, addressing the heart of the issue: Paul’s change of travel plans. He had originally
intended to visit Corinth twice—once on his way to Macedonia and once on his return—but he had to
change those plans. Some critics in the church claimed this change showed Paul was unreliable or
insincere.

Paul wrote, “When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the things that I purpose,
do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea yea, and nay nay?” (2
Corinthians 1:17).

Ariel frowned, trying to understand. “What does Paul mean by ‘yea yea’ and ‘nay nay’? Is he saying
people thought he was flip-flopping?”

Ryan nodded. “Exactly. Some people accused Paul of being wishy-washy—of saying ‘yes’ one moment
and ‘no’ the next. But Paul is making it clear that his change of plans wasn’t because he was unreliable
or insincere. It was because he was seeking God’s will and doing what was best for the church.”

Paul emphasized that his message—and his integrity—was rooted in the faithfulness of God. He
wrote, “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and
Silvanus and Timotheus, was not yea and nay, but in him was yea.” (2 Corinthians 1:19).

Ryan explained, “Paul is saying that just as Jesus is always faithful and unchanging, so too Paul’s
actions reflect that same integrity. His message about Jesus was consistent, and so were his motives. He
wasn’t acting on human whims—he was following God’s guidance.”

Ariel nodded. “So, Paul is saying that his plans might change, but his commitment to Jesus and to the
Corinthians never changes.”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Paul wanted them to see that his actions were guided by
faithfulness to God, not by convenience or personal gain.”




Faithfulness Grounded in God’s Promises (2 Corinthians 1:20-22)

Paul then turned the focus to God’s unchanging promises. “For all the promises of God in him are
yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Ryan pointed to Paul’s words. “Paul is reminding the Corinthians that God’s promises are always true
and reliable. Just as God is faithful to His Word, Paul’s actions are meant to reflect that same
faithfulness. Paul’s integrity was rooted in his trust in God’s unchanging promises.”

Ariel smiled. “So, Paul is saying that because God is faithful, he wants to be faithful too, in everything
he does.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Paul understood that as followers of Jesus, we are called to reflect God’s character
—to be people of integrity, sincerity, and faithfulness in all our actions.”

Paul continued, explaining that it was God who established both Paul and the Corinthians in Christ.
“Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anoeinted us, is God; Who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).

Ryan smiled. “Paul is reminding them that their shared faith is built on God’s work in their lives. It’s
God who has anointed them, sealed them with the Holy Spirit, and guaranteed their salvation. Paul’s
integrity wasn’t about his own strength—it was about his reliance on God’s faithfulness.”

Gentleness and Sincerity in Leadership (2 Corinthians 1:23-24)

Paul concluded this section by explaining that he had delayed his visit to Corinth to spare them further
pain. “Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto
Corinth. Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith
ye stand.” (2 Corinthians 1:23-24).

Ariel tilted her head. “So, Paul changed his plans because he wanted to help them, not hurt them?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul wasn’t avoiding them—he was giving them time to work through their
issues before he came. His goal wasn’t to dominate their faith, but to help them grow in joy and faith.
This shows Paul’s gentleness and sincerity as a leader.”

Takeaway: Integrity Reflecting Christ’s Faithfulness

In 2 Corinthians 1:12-24, Paul defends his change of plans, emphasizing his integrity and sincerity.
His actions were guided by the faithfulness of God, not by human motives or convenience. Paul
reminds the Corinthians that just as God’s promises are always “yes” in Christ, so too believers are
called to reflect that faithfulness in their actions.

This passage teaches us that as followers of Jesus, we should strive to live with integrity, making
decisions that honor God and serve others, even when our plans change. Like Paul, we can trust in
God’s unchanging promises and let His faithfulness shape how we live and interact with others.



Ultimately, our lives should point to the reliability and steadfastness of Christ, who is the foundation of
all our hope.
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