
Time Audit Chronicles: Parables of the Kingdom

(Mark 4:1-34)

Prologue: Stories with Deep Meanings

The Presswood family was gathered around the dinner table, talking about the parables Jesus used to 
teach about God’s kingdom. Ariel, who had been reading through Mark, looked up with a thoughtful 
expression.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “why did Jesus teach in parables? They sound like stories, but they seem to have 
hidden meanings.”

Ryan smiled, glad for the question. “Parables were stories with deeper truths. Jesus used them to teach 
about the kingdom of God in a way that would make people think. He wanted those who were truly 
seeking to understand God’s truth to discover it, while those who were just curious or resistant might 
miss the deeper message.”

Ariel nodded. “So, parables weren’t just stories—they were ways of revealing spiritual truths to those 
who were ready to hear.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Parables helped Jesus explain complex truths in simple ways, using 
everyday things like seeds, lamps, and mustard plants. But their meanings went far beyond what was 
visible.”

Alice, with Mr. Fluffernutter tucked in her arms, piped up, “Is there a story about seeds? I like seeds!”

Ryan chuckled. “Yes, Alice. In fact, one of the most famous parables that Jesus told was about seeds. 
Let’s go back in time and witness Jesus telling these parables. We can see how He explained the 
kingdom of God through stories that teach us about faith, growth, and how God’s Word is received.”

The Journey Begins: The Sea of Galilee

The Time Audit Machine hummed as Ariel set the coordinates.

“Coordinates locked: Sea of Galilee, 30-33 CE. Objective: Witness Jesus teaching the Parables of the 
Kingdom to the crowd.”

With a flash of light, the Presswood family found themselves on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
where Jesus was teaching a large crowd. The crowd was so large that Jesus had to sit in a boat on the 
water to be able to speak to everyone. The people were gathered on the shore, eager to hear His words.

“There they are,” Ryan said, pointing to Jesus, sitting in the boat and speaking to the crowd. “Jesus 
often taught in parables like these to help people understand the mysteries of the kingdom of God.”

Ariel looked out at the crowd. “It must have been amazing to hear Jesus speak in person.”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “It was an unforgettable experience for those who truly listened and understood.”

The Parable of the Sower: How Different Hearts Receive God’s Word   (Mark 4:1-
9)

As Jesus sat in the boat, He began to speak to the crowd, telling them a parable about a sower who 
went out to plant seeds. The sower scattered the seeds, but they fell on different types of soil—some on 
the path, some on rocky ground, some among thorns, and some on good soil.

Ryan explained, “In this parable, the sower represents God’s Word, and the different soils represent the 
different ways people respond to that Word.”

Ariel’s pen moved quickly across her notebook. “So, the seeds represent God’s message, and the soil is 
like the person’s heart?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Jesus was teaching that God’s Word can fall on different types of hearts. Some 
people might hear it, but it doesn’t take root in their lives. Others might hear it, but when trouble 
comes, they fall away. Some might be distracted by the things of this world, but others will hear the 
Word, receive it, and bear fruit.”

As Jesus spoke, He said:

“Listen! Behold, there went out a sower to sow: And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up.” (Mark 4:3-4)

Ariel thought for a moment. “So, some people hear God’s Word, but their hearts are hard like the path, 
and it doesn’t get a chance to grow?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And then Jesus explained that other seeds fall on rocky ground, and while they 
sprout quickly, they don’t have deep roots, so they wither away when trouble comes.”

The Explanation: The Meaning of the Parable   (Mark 4:13-20)

After telling the parable, Jesus’ disciples asked Him to explain it. Jesus explained that the parable was 
about how people respond to God’s Word. He said:

“The sower soweth the word. And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when 
they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.” 
(Mark 4:14-15)

Ryan paused. “This represents people who hear God’s Word but don’t allow it to take root in their 
hearts. The enemy comes and snatches it away before it can make any difference in their lives.”

Ariel’s expression grew serious. “But some people receive the Word with joy, like the seed on the 
rocky ground, right?”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “But when life gets hard, they fall away because they don’t have deep roots. God 
wants us to let His Word sink deep into our hearts so it can grow strong.”

He continued, explaining the next part:

“And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, and the cares of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it 
becometh unfruitful.” (Mark 4:18-19)

Ariel nodded. “So, some people hear God’s Word, but they’re so distracted by the worries of life or the 
desire for things that they don’t let God’s Word change them.”

“Right,” Ryan said. “But Jesus also said that some people’s hearts are like good soil. They receive 
God’s Word, understand it, and it grows in their lives, producing a fruitful harvest.”

“These are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth 
fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.” (Mark 4:20)

The Parable of the Lampstand: Let Your Faith Shine   (Mark 4:21-23)

After explaining the Parable of the Sower, Jesus told another short parable:

“And He said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? and not to be set 
on a candlestick?” (Mark 4:21)

Ariel thought about this for a moment. “So, Jesus is saying that our faith is like a lamp. It’s meant to 
shine and be visible, not hidden away.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Jesus wants our faith to be a light to others. Just like a lamp is meant to be 
set on a stand to give light to the room, our lives should reflect the light of Jesus, showing others His 
love and truth.”

The Parables of the Growing Seed and Mustard Seed: Small Beginnings, Big 
Results   (Mark 4:26-34)

Next, Jesus told two parables about growth—the Parable of the Growing Seed and the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed.

In the Parable of the Growing Seed, Jesus said:

“So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground; and should sleep, and rise 
night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.” (Mark 4:26-27)

Ryan explained, “Jesus was teaching that God’s kingdom grows in ways we don’t always see or 
understand. Just like a seed grows in the ground without the farmer’s constant involvement, the 



kingdom of God grows in ways we can’t always predict. We’re part of it, but God is the one who 
makes it grow.”

Next, Jesus shared the Parable of the Mustard Seed:

“Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? It is 
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the 
earth: but when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth out great 
branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it.” (Mark 4:30-32)

Ariel looked up. “The mustard seed is so small, but it grows into something huge!”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus was teaching that even though God’s kingdom may start small—like the 
mustard seed—it grows into something great and powerful. No matter how insignificant we may feel, 
God’s work in us can have a big impact.”

Returning Home: The Kingdom of God in Us

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat in deep reflection. Ariel 
flipped through her notes, while Alice lined up her stuffed animals to share the parables with them.

“Jesus’ parables show us so much about how God’s kingdom works,” Ariel said. “Even when things 
start small, like the mustard seed, God is working in ways we don’t always see, and it can grow into 
something powerful.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and God wants us to let His Word grow in our hearts, like the good soil, so we can 
bear fruit. He also wants our faith to be visible, like a lamp shining for others to see.”

Ariel smiled. “Our lives should be like a light to the world, showing God’s love.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, added, “And our faith can grow big, like the mustard seed!”

“That’s right, Alice,” Ryan said, smiling. “No matter how small or insignificant something seems, God 
can use it for great things. We’re part of His kingdom, and we can help it grow by living out His love.”

Reflection: The Kingdom of God

That evening, Ariel read aloud from Mark 4:30-32:

“‘Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? … It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it 
is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds … but when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh 
greater than all herbs.’”

The family sat quietly, reflecting on the parables.

“Jesus’ kingdom is growing all around us,” Ryan said. “It may start small, but it will grow into 
something great. And we get to be part of that.”



Ariel nodded. “We just need to let God’s Word take root in our hearts and share His love with others.”

Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter. “We can make the kingdom grow too!”

Takeaway: Growing the Kingdom of God

In Mark 4:1-34, Jesus teaches through parables about how the kingdom of God grows, how it starts 
small but becomes powerful, and how our faith should be visible to others. The Parable of the Sower 
challenges us to receive God’s Word in good soil, allowing it to grow in our hearts. The Parable of the 
Mustard Seed reminds us that even small beginnings can lead to great things in God’s kingdom. Our 
role is to let our faith shine, trust in God’s power to grow His kingdom, and be part of His work in the 
world.
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