
Learning from God’s Judgment - A Call to Faithfulness
By Ariel Presswood

Jude 1:5-7 – “Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his people 
out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not keep their positions of 
authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for 
judgment on the great Day.”



Setting the Scene
Key Concept:

Jude uses vivid examples of God’s judgment to remind us of His justice, holiness, and call to 
faithfulness. These stories are not merely warnings but lessons that reveal the importance of 
trust and obedience to God. While God’s judgment demonstrates His righteousness, it also 
highlights His mercy, offering countless opportunities to turn back to Him. Faithfulness to God is 
nurtured through prayer, scripture, fellowship, and a commitment to live in obedience and 
gratitude for His grace.

Engaging Analogy:

“Faithfulness is like tending a garden. Just as a garden flourishes when watered, weeded, and 
cared for, our faith grows strong when we nurture it through prayer, studying God’s Word, and 
obedience. Neglecting our faith is like letting a garden grow wild, allowing weeds to choke out the 
beauty God intended. Faithfulness requires intentional care and ongoing effort.”

Invitation:

Encourage participants to reflect on the importance of staying faithful and obedient to God. 
Challenge them to learn from biblical examples of judgment and to take practical steps to 
strengthen their relationship with Him. Faithfulness is not about perfection but about 
persistence, trust, and the grace that God provides to those who seek Him.



Section 1: Reflect and Discuss

Reflection Questions

1. What do we learn about God’s character from the examples of judgment in Jude 1:5-7? 
How does this shape our understanding of His justice and mercy?

2. Why is faithfulness so important in our relationship with God? How does it reflect our 
trust in Him?

3. How can we guard our hearts against temptations or influences that lead us away from 
God?

4. What daily habits can help us grow in faithfulness and obedience?

5. How can we encourage one another to remain steadfast in faith, especially during difficult 
times?

Family or Group Discussion

• Biblical Examples: Explore the stories mentioned in Jude, such as the Israelites’ deliverance 
from Egypt and their later rebellion, or the angels who abandoned their positions of 
authority. Reflect on how these examples illustrate the consequences of disobedience and 
the blessings of remaining faithful.

• Guarding Against Straying: Discuss how distractions, doubts, or worldly influences can lead 
us away from God’s truth. Share strategies for staying anchored in faith, such as prayer, 
scripture memorization, and accountability.

• Encouraging Faithfulness: Talk about ways to support and encourage one another in 
remaining faithful to God, especially during challenging times. Consider practical examples of 
encouragement, such as writing notes of affirmation or praying together regularly.



Section 2: Hands-On Activities

Activity 1: Faithfulness Garden Craft

Objective: Create a visual representation of how faithfulness grows when nurtured by God’s 
Word, prayer, and obedience.

Materials Needed:

• Construction paper

• Markers or crayons

• Scissors

• Glue or tape

• Decorative items like stickers, glitter, or buttons

Instructions:

1. Cut out flower shapes, leaves, and soil pieces from construction paper.

2. Write actions that nurture faith on the leaves (e.g., “Pray daily,” “Read scripture,” “Serve 
others”).

3. Arrange and glue the pieces to create a “garden” on a poster board or sheet of paper, 
adding flowers, leaves, and soil.

4. Decorate the garden with stickers, glitter, or other decorative items to symbolize growth 
and flourishing.

5. Reflect on how each action helps faithfulness grow strong and how neglecting these 
actions can lead to spiritual decay.

Extension Idea: Encourage participants to add new flowers or leaves to their garden over time, 
representing actions they take to grow in faithfulness. Challenge them to create a “seasonal 
growth tracker” to monitor their spiritual practices throughout the year.



Activity 2: Path to Faithfulness Map

Objective: Design a map that illustrates the journey of faithfulness, including steps to stay close 
to God and avoid spiritual pitfalls.

Materials Needed:

• Large paper or poster board

• Markers or crayons

• Stickers or stamps

• Optional: Small toy figurines to represent “travelers” on the path

Instructions:

1. Draw a winding pathway across the poster board, labeling it “Path to Faithfulness.”

2. Add stepping stones along the path with actions that lead to faithfulness, such as “Trust 
in God,” “Obey His Word,” “Pray for guidance,” and “Encourage others.”

3. Include obstacles or warnings along the path, such as “Doubt,” “Temptation,” or 
“Distraction.” Reflect on how to overcome these challenges through God’s strength.

4. Decorate the map with symbols of faith, like crosses, hearts, or doves, and use stickers or 
stamps to mark key points on the journey.

5. Discuss how the path represents a lifelong commitment to growing closer to God.

Extension Idea: Invite participants to create “faith traveler” figurines and move them along the 
path as they achieve specific spiritual goals, such as memorizing a Bible verse, volunteering, or 
completing a daily devotional.



Activity 3: God’s Judgment Timeline

Objective: Create a timeline of biblical examples of God’s justice and mercy, reflecting on how they 
encourage us to remain faithful.

Materials Needed:

• Poster board or large paper

• Markers

• Index cards or sticky notes

• Tape or glue

• Optional: Decorative stickers or drawings

Instructions:

1. Draw a horizontal timeline across the poster board and mark key events mentioned in 
scripture, such as:

• The Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and their rebellion in the wilderness.

• The fall of Sodom and Gomorrah.

• Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.

2. Write short reflections or lessons from each event on index cards or sticky notes and attach 
them to the timeline.

3. Highlight God’s justice in each event while also reflecting on His mercy and grace.

4. Decorate the timeline with symbols, such as light rays for mercy or chains for judgment, to 
emphasize key themes.

5. Reflect on how these events remind us of the importance of faithfulness and obedience.

Extension Idea: Encourage participants to add additional events or stories from the Bible that 
illustrate God’s justice and mercy, creating a growing resource for reflection and learning. Create a 
group discussion to share these lessons and relate them to modern examples of God’s work.



Section 3: Music and Creativity

Memory Verse Song

Set Jude 1:5-7 to the tune of a familiar children’s song, such as “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”:

“Learn from God’s great plan, / Be faithful in His hand. / Trust His Word, obey His call, / And 
stand where believers stand.”

Encourage participants to create hand motions or add their own verses to personalize the song.

Extension Idea: Invite participants to write additional songs or poems that reflect on God’s 
justice, mercy, and the call to faithfulness. Use these creative expressions in a group worship 
session or family devotion.

Creative Writing Prompt

Ask participants to write or draw about a time when they were tempted to stray but chose to 
remain faithful to God. What helped them stay on the right path? How did they feel afterward?

Extension Idea: Combine participants’ stories into a group “Faithfulness Journal” filled with 
testimonies, prayers, and illustrations. Share this resource as an encouragement tool within the 
community or church.



Section 4: Closing Reflection and Prayer

Reflection Questions:

1. How can I nurture my faithfulness to God this week?

2. What steps can I take to avoid spiritual pitfalls and remain obedient to God’s truth?

3. How can I encourage others to remain steadfast in their faith?

Prayer:

Lead a prayer thanking God for His grace and guidance, asking for strength to remain faithful 
and obedient. Pray for hearts that trust and honor Him, even in challenging times. Include a 
moment of silence for participants to reflect on areas where they need God’s help to stay 
faithful.

Extension Idea: Encourage participants to write their own prayers of commitment to 
faithfulness, sharing them with the group or keeping them for personal reflection. Create a 
group prayer wall to display these commitments as a visual reminder of their dedication.
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