
Time Audit Chronicles: John the Baptist’s Ministry
(Luke 3:1-20)

Prologue: Preparing the Way for the Messiah

The Presswood family sat together in the living room, the fire crackling gently in the background. Ariel 
had just finished reading Luke 3:1-20, the account of John the Baptist’s ministry, and was pondering 
the powerful message John shared with the people. Alice, still holding Mr. Fluffernutter, was busy 
pretending to baptize her toys in a makeshift river, mimicking the scene she had just read about.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, her voice full of curiosity, “Why did John preach so much about repentance? 
And what does it mean to bear fruit in keeping with repentance?”

Ryan smiled, recognizing the depth of Ariel’s questions. “That’s a great question, Ariel. John the 
Baptist’s mission was to prepare the hearts of the people for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus. He 
called people to repentance—which means turning away from their sins and turning back to God. John 
was essentially saying, ‘Get ready, because God is doing something amazing, and if you want to be part 
of it, you need to turn from your old ways and follow God’s path.’ But he also warned them that true 
repentance wasn’t just about saying the right words—it needed to show in their actions. Bearing fruit 
in keeping with repentance meant that their lives needed to change. They had to live in a way that 
reflected their sincere desire to follow God.”

Ariel nodded, thinking deeply. “So, repentance is more than just saying sorry—it’s about changing how 
we live and showing that we really mean it?”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “John was trying to help the people understand that repentance is a heart 
change, and it has to lead to a life that reflects that change. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go 
back and see John’s ministry in action—how he called people to repent and how he baptized them, 
preparing the way for the Messiah.”

The Journey Begins: John the Baptist Preaches in the Wilderness (Luke 3:1-3)

The Time Audit Machine hummed, and with a flash of light, the family found themselves standing in 
the wilderness of Judea, where John the Baptist had been preaching. The landscape was rugged and 
desolate, with rocky hills and sparse vegetation. John, wearing clothes made of camel’s hair and eating 
locusts and wild honey, stood by the Jordan River, calling people to come and be baptized.

“This is where John preached,” Ryan said, gesturing to the wilderness around them. “John’s message 
was a bold one. He didn’t preach in the cities or temples—he preached in the wilderness, far from the 
comforts of society. He was a prophet, calling people to prepare for God’s coming kingdom.”

Ariel looked around at the barren landscape. “It’s so empty here—no towns, no fancy places. John was 
so different from the religious leaders in Jerusalem.”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “John’s simplicity was intentional. He wanted to draw people away from the 
distractions of everyday life and into a place where they could focus on their spiritual needs. He wasn’t 
about looking impressive or gaining followers for himself—he was about pointing people to the 
coming Messiah, Jesus.”

John’s Call to Repentance (Luke 3:4-9)

As they stood by the river, they could hear John’s voice booming through the wilderness, calling the 
people to repent:

“As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:4-6)

Ariel’s heart stirred with the power of John’s words. “John was telling the people to prepare the way for 
the Lord! He was calling them to get their hearts ready for the Messiah.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “John’s message was about preparation—preparing the people’s hearts for the 
coming of Jesus. He quoted the prophecy from Isaiah, describing how the Lord would come to make 
everything right. The valleys would be filled, the mountains brought low—meaning that the obstacles 
between the people and God would be removed. But John also warned that the people needed to 
respond to this message.”

John continued to preach, warning the crowds that merely being descendants of Abraham wasn’t 
enough to avoid judgment. He called them to produce fruits of repentance—actions that showed a true 
turning away from sin:

“Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham.” (Luke 3:8)

Ariel frowned slightly, thinking. “So, just being born into a certain family or tradition isn’t enough—
our actions have to show that we’ve really changed.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “John was warning the people not to rely on their heritage or religious rituals. 
God wanted their hearts to change. True repentance is shown by the way we live, not just by what we 
say.”

John’s Practical Teaching: How to Live Out Repentance (Luke 3:10-14)

The people, moved by John’s message, asked him what they should do to show their repentance. John 
gave practical instructions on how to live justly:



“And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? He answereth and saith unto them, He that 
hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.” (Luke 
3:11)

Ariel listened carefully. “John said they should share what they have with others. It’s not enough to just 
say sorry for our sins—we have to show love and kindness in how we treat others.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “John’s message was about justice and compassion. Repentance isn’t just about 
feeling sorry for our sins—it’s about living in a way that reflects God’s heart for the poor, the 
marginalized, and those in need.”

The tax collectors and soldiers also asked John what they should do, and he told them to be honest and 
fair in their work, to not take advantage of others. John’s message wasn’t just for the religious elite—it 
was for everyone, no matter their station in life.

John’s Warning: The Coming Judgment (Luke 3:16-17)

As the people wondered if John might be the Messiah, John responded by clarifying that while he was 
baptizing with water, the Messiah would come with greater power and authority:

“John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire: Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughly purge His floor, and will gather the wheat 
into His garner; but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable.” (Luke 3:16-17)

Ariel shivered a little. “John said the Messiah would bring judgment, separating the good from the bad. 
It’s not just about repentance—it’s about being ready for Jesus to come and purify the world.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “John was making it clear that repentance wasn’t just about words—it was about 
preparing for the coming judgment. The Messiah would bring salvation, but also judgment, sorting out 
those who truly repented from those who didn’t. John’s message was serious: True repentance leads to 
salvation, but without it, there would be consequences.”

John’s Imprisonment: Speaking Truth to Power (Luke 3:18-20)

John’s bold preaching eventually led to his arrest. He spoke truth to power, confronting King Herod 
for his immoral actions, which ultimately led to John being imprisoned:

“And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people. But Herod the tetrarch, being 
reproved by him for his Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 
added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.” (Luke 3:18-20)

Ariel’s eyes widened. “John didn’t just preach to the people—he spoke out against the king! That took 
a lot of courage.”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “John was fearless in proclaiming the truth, even when it meant he would suffer for 
it. He didn’t back down from speaking God’s word, no matter how difficult or dangerous it was.”

Reflection: Repentance and Bearing Fruit

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on 
John the Baptist’s powerful ministry. Ariel turned the pages of her notes, while Alice, still with Mr. 
Fluffernutter, was pretending to baptize her toys again.

“John’s message was clear—repentance isn’t just about saying sorry, it’s about changing how we live,” 
Ariel said thoughtfully. “We have to show the fruits of repentance by living justly and loving others.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “John challenged the people to live out their repentance. He wasn’t just calling them 
to

feel bad about their sins; he was calling them to change. True repentance shows up in our actions—our 
kindness to others, our honesty, and our justice.”

Ariel smiled. “John showed that repentance isn’t just a one-time thing—it’s a whole new way of 
living.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “And he also pointed us to Jesus, the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. John’s ministry was all about preparing the people for the coming Messiah and showing them the 
true way to live.”

Takeaway: True Repentance Bears Fruit

In Luke 3:1-20, John the Baptist’s ministry was all about calling people to genuine repentance—a 
repentance that leads to a changed life. He warned the people that true repentance must bear fruit: it’s 
not enough to say the right words or rely on heritage; lives must be transformed by God’s grace. John’s 
message challenged individuals to live justly, to share with the poor, and to be honest in their work. His 
ministry also pointed forward to the coming Messiah, who would bring both salvation and judgment, 
purging the world with the Holy Spirit and fire. John’s bold proclamation reminds us that repentance is 
not a one-time event but a lifelong process of turning toward God, living in His truth, and bearing fruit 
that reflects His love and justice.
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