Time Audit Chronicles: Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
(Luke 4:14-30)

Prologue: The Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry

The Presswood family gathered in the living room, their evening winding down. Ariel had just finished
reading Luke 4:14-30, the story of Jesus’ rejection in His hometown of Nazareth. She looked up from
the pages, deep in thought, while Alice, still with Mr. Fluffernutter, was pretending to teach a crowd of
imaginary people, much like Jesus had in the synagogue.

“Daddy,” Ariel began, “Why did the people in Nazareth reject Jesus when He was the one they had
known all their lives? I thought they would have been excited to see Him do miracles.”

Ryan smiled, recognizing that Ariel was grappling with a difficult part of the story. “That’s a really
good question, Ariel. The people of Nazareth had known Jesus since He was a child, and they probably
expected Him to be just like anyone else from their town—someone familiar, someone they could
easily understand. When Jesus came to the synagogue and read from the scroll of Isaiah, declaring that
He was the fulfillment of the prophecy, they were shocked. Jesus’ message of salvation, which included
not just the Jews but also the Gentiles, threatened their sense of privilege and their understanding of
God’s plan. His words were challenging, and they were too uncomfortable for the people to accept.”

Ariel looked puzzled. “So, the people didn’t want to accept Jesus because His message was too
different from what they expected?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus’ message was one of inclusion—not just for Israel but for the Gentiles, too.
He was showing that God’s salvation was for all people, and that was a hard pill for the people in
Nazareth to swallow, especially because they saw themselves as the chosen people. So, instead of
accepting Him, they rejected Him.”

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. “It’s hard to imagine how they could reject Jesus—especially when He was
the fulfillment of God’s promises. But I guess it’s because they didn’t understand God’s bigger plan.”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and witness this
pivotal moment in Jesus’ life. We’ll see how He read Isaiah’s prophecy in the synagogue and how His
message of inclusion led to His rejection by the people of Nazareth.”

The Journey Begins: Jesus Returns to Nazareth (Luke 4:14-16)

The Time Audit Machine hummed, and with a flash of light, the family found themselves standing at
the edge of Nazareth, a small village nestled in the hills of Galilee. The air was warm, and the sound of
chatter filled the streets as people went about their daily tasks. In the distance, they could see the
synagogue, a simple building where the people of Nazareth gathered to worship and hear the Scriptures
read.



“This is Nazareth,” Ryan said, pointing to the town. “Jesus grew up here, and now, after starting His
ministry in other towns, He’s come back to His hometown. This is a big moment for Him—returning to
the place where He was known as the son of Mary and Joseph.”

Ariel looked around, imagining what it must have been like for Jesus to walk through the streets He
had known as a child. “It must have been so strange for the people to see Him come back as an adult,
especially knowing that He had been doing miracles in other places.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “They probably expected Him to be like any other person from their village—
someone who would fit into their expectations. But Jesus had a different message.”

Jesus Reads Isaiah’s Prophecy: “The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Me” (Luke 4:16-
21)

Inside the synagogue, Jesus stood to read the Scriptures, as was the custom. He unrolled the scroll of
the prophet Isaiah and found the passage He was looking for. The words He read would change
everything for the people of Nazareth:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He
hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-
19)

Ariel’s heart raced as she listened to the prophecy. “Jesus read this passage from Isaiah, saying that it
was about Him. He was saying, ‘This prophecy is being fulfilled right now.” That must have been
shocking for the people.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus was reading words that the people had heard many times in the synagogue,
but He made it personal—He said that He was the fulfillment of this prophecy. The people knew the
prophecy was about the Messiah, and Jesus was telling them, ‘I am the one who is anointed to bring the
good news, heal the brokenhearted, set the captives free, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’
This was a bold declaration of His identity and mission.”

Ariel was quiet for a moment, taking it all in. “It must have been amazing and unsettling for the people
to hear Jesus say that. They had heard these words for generations, but now, Jesus was claiming them
for Himself.”

The People’s Reaction: Wondering and Doubting (Luke 4:22)

At first, the people were amazed. They were astonished at the gracious words that came from Jesus’
mouth. However, as they began to reflect on what He had said, their amazement turned to doubt:

“And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth.
And they said, Is not this Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4:22)



Ariel raised an eyebrow. “They started out amazed, but then they doubted. They were thinking, “This is
just Joseph’s son—how could He be the Messiah?’”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “They had known Jesus as the carpenter’s son. He was familiar to them—someone
they had seen grow up. They couldn’t reconcile the idea of Him being the Messiah with the person they
thought they knew. Their familiarity with Jesus led them to dismiss Him. They expected the Messiah to
come in a different way—not as someone they had watched grow up in their midst.”

Jesus Challenges Their Doubts: “No Prophet is Accepted in His Own Country”
(Luke 4:23-27)

Jesus, sensing their skepticism, responded by challenging their understanding. He told them that no
prophet is accepted in his hometown, quoting the example of Elijah and Elisha, who were sent to help
Gentiles rather than Israelites during times of need:

“And He said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a
truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six
months, when great famine was throughout all the land; But unto none of them was Elias sent, save
unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the
time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.” (Luke 4:24-27)

Ariel listened closely. “Jesus was telling them that God’s favor had been extended to Gentiles before—
people outside of Israel. He was saying that God’s plan wasn’t just for Israel, but for the whole world.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus was pointing out that the Messiah’s mission wasn’t just to the Jews—it was
for everyone. His message of salvation and healing was meant to reach all people, even those whom the
Jews considered outsiders. This was a radical and uncomfortable message for the people of Nazareth,
who believed that they were the chosen ones.”

The People’s Anger: Rejection of the Message (Luke 4:28-30)

At Jesus’ words, the crowd’s amazement turned to anger. They were furious that Jesus would suggest
that the Gentiles were included in God’s plan. They were offended by the idea that God’s salvation was
for everyone, not just the Jews.

“And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, And rose up, and
thrust Him out of the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they
might cast Him down headlong.” (Luke 4:28-29)

Ariel’s eyes widened in disbelief. “They were so angry that they tried to throw Jesus off a cliff!”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus’ message challenged everything they thought they knew about God’s plan. He
was saying that the coming Messiah would bring salvation to all people—not just the Jews. For the
people of Nazareth, this was too much to accept, and they rejected Him in a violent way.”




Jesus’ Escape: The Beginning of His Mission (Luke 4:30)

Despite their anger, Jesus simply walked through the crowd and went on His way, unharmed:
“But He passing through the midst of them went His way.” (Luke 4:30)

Ariel took a deep breath. “It’s amazing that Jesus didn’t try to fight back. He knew His mission was just
beginning, and He wasn’t going to let their rejection stop Him.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “This was a pivotal

moment. Jesus faced rejection from His own hometown, but He didn’t let it stop Him. His mission to
bring the good news of salvation to all people was just beginning, and even though He was rejected by
those who should have accepted Him, He continued with God’s plan.”

Reflection: Jesus’ Radical Message of Inclusion

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on
what they had just witnessed. Ariel turned to her father, her mind racing with the events. Alice, still
holding Mr. Fluffernutter, was pretending to walk through the synagogue, teaching her imaginary
crowd.

“Jesus’ message was so radical,” Ariel said softly. “He was saying that salvation was for everyone—
even the people the Jews didn’t like. It must have been hard for the people of Nazareth to accept that.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “but Jesus was showing that God’s plan was much bigger than the people of Israel
had realized. The Messiah was coming not just for Israel, but for the whole world. Jesus’ message of
inclusion was one that challenged their understanding of God’s kingdom.”

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. “I can see why they rejected Him. His message was too different from what
they expected. But it also makes me think about how often we’re tempted to limit God’s love to just the
people we know or like. Jesus was showing that God’s love is for everyone.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Jesus came to break down the barriers that divide us—racial, cultural,
social. His message of salvation is for all people, and as His followers, we’re called to share that
message with the world, just as He did.”

Takeaway: Jesus’ Inclusive Message

In Luke 4:14-30, the story of Jesus’ rejection in Nazareth shows how Jesus’ radical message of
inclusion was met with resistance. When Jesus declared that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s
prophecy, He not only revealed His divine identity but also challenged the people of Nazareth to
embrace a broader understanding of God’s salvation. By quoting examples of God’s favor toward
Gentiles—Ilike the widow of Zarephath and Naaman the Syrian—Jesus demonstrated that God’s plan
was not limited to the Jewish people, but for all humanity. His message of inclusion was too
challenging for the people of Nazareth to accept, and they rejected Him. Jesus’ rejection foreshadows



the larger rejection He would face in His ministry, but He remained steadfast in His mission to bring
salvation to the world.
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