
Time Audit Chronicles: Paul’s Authority and the True Gospel
(Galatians 1:1-10)

Prologue: Paul’s Urgent Letter to Galatia

The Presswood family gathered around, opening Paul’s letter to the Galatians. The first chapter was 
filled with urgency and authority, as Paul passionately defended the gospel of Jesus Christ. Ariel had 
been reflecting on the dangers of false teachings and how easily people could be led astray. Alice, 
cuddling Mr. Fluffernutter, was imagining Paul sitting at a desk, writing his letter with determination.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “Why was Paul so upset in this part of the letter? What does he mean by a 
‘different gospel’?”

Ryan leaned forward, sensing the weight of the question. “Paul was upset because some of the 
Galatians had started listening to false teachers who were distorting the gospel. These teachers were 
saying that faith in Jesus wasn’t enough for salvation—they were adding extra rules from the Jewish 
law. Paul wanted to remind the Galatians that salvation comes only through Jesus, not through 
following the law or any human efforts.”

Ariel’s eyes widened. “So, Paul was warning them not to believe anything that went against what Jesus 
had already taught them?”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Paul wasn’t just angry—he was grieved, because turning to a 
different gospel wasn’t just a small mistake. It was a complete rejection of the truth of Jesus’ sacrifice. 
Paul knew that the stakes were high, and he wanted to make sure the Galatians understood that the 
gospel they had originally received was the only gospel.”

“Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and experience this critical moment,” Ryan continued. 
“We’ll see Paul writing his letter and understand the urgency of his message.”

The Journey Begins: Paul Defends His Authority (Galatians 1:1-5)

The Time Audit Machine powered up, and in a flash, the family found themselves in Paul’s study. 
The apostle was sitting at a simple table, writing with intensity as his words took shape. Paul’s letter 
began with an assertion of his divine authority:

“Paul, an apostle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who 
raised him from the dead...” (Galatians 1:1).

Ryan pointed to Paul as he wrote. “Paul starts by reminding the Galatians that his apostleship wasn’t 
given to him by any human being—it came directly from Jesus Christ. He wanted them to understand 
that his authority to preach the gospel wasn’t man-made, but divinely appointed.”

Ariel watched as Paul carefully chose his words. “So, Paul was saying, ‘You can trust what I’m telling 
you, because it’s not my message—it’s God’s message.’”



“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul had to make this clear because some of the false teachers were questioning 
his authority. They were trying to convince the Galatians that Paul wasn’t a real apostle, and that they 
should listen to other teachings instead. But Paul wanted them to know that his message came straight 
from Jesus Himself.”

A Different Gospel: Paul’s Warning (Galatians 1:6-9)

As Paul’s writing became more passionate, the tone shifted. He wrote, “I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which is not 
another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 
1:6-7).

Ryan gestured toward the letter. “Here, Paul is expressing his shock and disappointment. The Galatians 
were turning away from the gospel so quickly, even though they had already experienced the grace of 
Christ. He’s warning them that there isn’t any other gospel—there’s only one truth, and anything else is 
a distortion.”

Ariel’s face grew serious. “So, the false teachers were taking the gospel and twisting it into something 
it wasn’t? That’s dangerous.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and that’s why Paul’s tone is so urgent. He knew that a distorted gospel wasn’t just 
misleading—it was deadly. It led people away from the grace of Jesus, which is the only way to 
salvation. That’s why Paul doesn’t hold back when he says, ‘If any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.’” (Galatians 1:9).

Ariel looked thoughtful. “Paul’s being really strong here. He’s saying that even if an angel preached 
something different, they shouldn’t believe it.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul’s point is that the truth of the gospel is unchanging. It doesn’t matter who 
says it—it could be a religious leader, a false prophet, or even an angel. If it contradicts the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, it’s a lie.”

The Key Teaching: Salvation by Grace Through Faith (Galatians 1:8-10)

Paul’s final point in this section was clear: “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to 
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10).

Ariel watched as Paul underlined his loyalty to God above all else. “Paul is saying that he’s not here to 
make people happy or tell them what they want to hear—he’s here to serve God and preach the truth.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Paul knew that standing for the truth would make him unpopular with some 
people, but he didn’t care. His priority was pleasing God, not people. He wasn’t willing to compromise 
the gospel to make it more acceptable or comfortable for anyone.”

Ariel smiled. “So, Paul wasn’t afraid to speak the truth, even if it meant upsetting people or facing 
opposition. He knew the gospel was too important to water down.”



“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul was completely committed to the truth because he knew that the gospel is 
the only way for people to experience salvation. His passion came from his love for God and for the 
people he was writing to. He wanted to protect them from the lies that could lead them astray.”

Reflections in the Garage

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on 
what they had seen and learned. Ariel turned to her father with a thoughtful expression. “So, Paul’s 
message is really clear: there’s only one gospel, and it’s all about Jesus. Anything else is false, no 
matter who says it.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, his voice warm. “The gospel is about grace—God’s gift of salvation through faith in 
Jesus. It’s not something we can earn by following rules or traditions. And Paul knew that keeping the 
gospel pure was absolutely essential because it’s the only way to true freedom and salvation.”

Ariel nodded. “I want to make sure I always hold on to the truth of the gospel, just like Paul did.”

“That’s a great commitment, Ariel,” Ryan said. “And that’s why it’s so important to know the truth—
so we can recognize false teachings when they come and stand firm in our faith, just like Paul.”

Takeaway: Guarding the Truth of the Gospel

In Galatians 1:1-10, Paul begins his letter with a passionate defense of the gospel. He asserts that his 
apostleship comes directly from Jesus Christ, not from human authority, and warns the Galatians 
against turning to a different gospel. Paul’s words remind us that the gospel is unchanging: salvation 
comes by grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

This passage teaches us to be vigilant against false teachings that distort the gospel and to hold firmly 
to the truth of God’s Word. Paul’s example also encourages us to prioritize pleasing God over pleasing 
people, standing boldly for the truth of the gospel even when it’s difficult. Ultimately, the gospel is the 
foundation of our faith, and guarding its truth is essential to living as faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
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