
Time Audit Chronicles: Healing the Syrophoenician Woman’s Daughter

(Mark 7:24-30)

Prologue: The Universality of Jesus' Ministry

It was an evening of reflection for the Presswood family, as they sat on the porch, watching the sunset. 
Ariel had been reading Mark 7:24-30, the story of the Syrophoenician woman who came to Jesus for 
healing, and had some deep questions about it. Alice, as usual, was playing nearby with Mr. 
Fluffernutter, pretending to teach him about “kindness” and “helping others.”

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “why did Jesus first refuse to help the Syrophoenician woman? He was kind and 
loving to everyone else, but in this story, it seems like He was being really hard on her.”

Ryan smiled, sensing the weight of her question. “It’s a good question, Ariel. Jesus’ response to the 
woman wasn’t about rejecting her—it was a teaching moment, both for her and for His disciples. This 
story is actually very powerful because it shows how Jesus’ ministry was about extending God’s grace 
and healing to people who were considered outsiders, even to those who weren’t Jews. Jesus was 
foreshadowing the universality of the Gospel, showing that God’s love and salvation were for 
everyone, not just the Jewish people.”

Ariel raised an eyebrow. “So, Jesus wasn’t rejecting her, but teaching a bigger lesson?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Exactly. This was a moment where Jesus revealed that His mission was to bring the 
good news of God’s kingdom to all people, not just one group. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go 
back and witness the interaction between Jesus and the woman, and see the profound lesson in it.”

The Journey Begins: The Region of Tyre and Sidon

The Time Audit Machine hummed, and with a flash of light, the family found themselves in a foreign 
land—the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, in what is modern-day Lebanon. The streets were lined 
with Greek and Phoenician merchants, and the people had a mix of cultures, with many Gentiles living 
in this area. It was a stark contrast to the Jewish communities where Jesus had previously traveled.

“Here we are,” Ryan said, gesturing to the surroundings. “This is where Jesus went to retreat for a 
time, and where He met the Syrophoenician woman who came to Him for help.”

Ariel looked around at the bustling city. “This is so different from the places we’ve seen before! These 
people aren’t Jewish—so why was Jesus here?”

“Jesus was here to rest,” Ryan explained. “But even in this region, His compassion and mission 
extended beyond the Jewish people. He was about to show that the good news of God’s kingdom was 
for everyone—Jews and Gentiles alike.”



The Encounter: The Syrophoenician Woman’s Plea   (Mark 7:24-26)

As they walked through the streets, the family saw a woman approach Jesus. She was a Gentile, a 
Syrophoenician by birth, and she immediately began to plead with Him:

“Jesus, Thou Son of David, have mercy on me; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.” (Mark 
7:25)

Ariel’s eyes softened. “She was desperate. She wanted Jesus to heal her daughter who was suffering.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and despite being from a different background and culture, she recognized Jesus as 
the Messiah. Her faith in His power to heal was evident.”

Ariel looked at the woman, then back at her father. “But why did Jesus seem to ignore her at first? Was 
He being rude?”

Jesus’ Initial Response: A Test of Faith   (Mark 7:27)

Jesus responded to the woman with a surprising statement:

“Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the 
dogs.” (Mark 7:27)

Ariel looked confused. “What did Jesus mean by ‘let the children first be filled’ and calling her a 
‘dog’?”

Ryan paused for a moment, choosing his words carefully. “Jesus’ response was not meant to insult her. 
In fact, He was using a teaching moment. The ‘children’ He refers to are the people of Israel, the 
Jewish people. Jesus was showing that His ministry had first come to the Jews, as God’s chosen 
people. But He wasn’t rejecting her. Jesus was testing her faith and highlighting that the blessings of 
the kingdom were not just for Israel, but for all people.”

Ariel was quiet for a moment. “So, Jesus was drawing attention to the fact that the Gospel was first 
offered to the Jewish people, but that it would extend to everyone?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “But notice how the woman responded. She didn’t give up—she understood 
what Jesus was saying and responded with humility and faith.”

The Woman’s Response: Humble Faith   (Mark 7:28)

The woman, undeterred by Jesus’ words, responded in a way that showed her deep faith and 
understanding:

“And she answered and said unto Him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children’s 
crumbs.” (Mark 7:28)



Ariel was amazed. “She didn’t get upset or walk away. She humbly accepted that the message was first 
for the Jews, but still believed that even a small portion of Jesus’ power would heal her daughter.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “her response was profound. She showed a humility that recognized the scope of 
God’s plan and expressed faith that Jesus’ power could extend to her, even as a Gentile. She 
understood that even a small act of mercy from Jesus was enough to heal her daughter.”

Jesus’ Affirmation: Faith and Healing   (Mark 7:29-30)

Jesus was moved by her response and said:

“For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.” (Mark 7:29)

Ryan continued, “Jesus commended her faith. He recognized her persistence and humility, and He 
granted her request. He showed that the kingdom of God is for everyone, regardless of nationality, 
race, or background. Her faith, not her ethnicity, was the key to her healing.”

Ariel smiled. “So, Jesus healed her daughter because of her great faith, even though she wasn’t part of 
the Jewish people.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “This moment was a turning point, showing that the Gospel would spread to all 
nations and peoples. It wasn’t just for the Jews—it was for everyone who has faith in Jesus Christ.”

Returning Home: The Extending Kingdom of God

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat in reflection. Ariel 
flipped through her notes, while Alice set up a “healing prayer circle” with her stuffed animals, 
imagining them asking Jesus for help.

“Jesus didn’t just heal her daughter because of her background—He healed her because of her faith,” 
Ariel said, thoughtfully. “Her understanding and trust in Jesus’ power crossed boundaries.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Jesus was showing that His mission was always meant to reach beyond Israel to the 
Gentiles. He used this moment to foreshadow the Gospel’s universality—that the good news was for 
everyone, no matter where they came from.”

Ariel smiled. “It’s like Jesus was opening the door to the world, not just to one group of people.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and this story reminds us that God’s love and grace are available to all who seek 
Him with faith, no matter who they are or where they come from.”

Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter. “Jesus helps everyone, even if they’re not the same as me!”



Reflection: A Faith That Knows No Boundaries

That evening, Ariel read aloud from Mark 7:28:

“‘Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children’s crumbs.’”

The family sat quietly, reflecting on the profound faith of the Syrophoenician woman.

“Jesus was teaching His disciples—and all of us—that the Gospel is for everyone,” Ryan said. “No 
one is excluded from God’s love. The woman’s faith was the key to her healing, and it shows that 
God’s kingdom is open to anyone who believes in Jesus, regardless of background.”

Ariel nodded. “So, faith in Jesus is what matters most. No one is too far outside God’s reach.”

Alice smiled. “I think Jesus is happy when we believe in Him!”

Takeaway: The Gospel for All

In Mark 7:24-30, Jesus’ healing of the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter shows that the Gospel is not 
just for one group of people—it is for everyone who has faith. Even though Jesus’ ministry began with 
the Jewish people, this encounter foreshadows the expansion of God’s kingdom to the Gentiles. The 
woman’s faith and persistence teach us that Jesus welcomes all who believe in Him, no matter their 
background, nationality, or history. Through Jesus, God’s grace is available to all, and it’s our faith in 
Him that opens the door to healing, salvation, and God’s kingdom.
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