Time Audit Chronicles: God’s Sovereignty and Israel
(Romans 9:1-29)

Prologue: Wrestling with Sovereignty

The Presswood family gathered in the living room with their Bibles open to Romans 9:1-29. This
passage was complex, diving deep into God’s sovereignty, mercy, and His relationship with Israel.
Ariel had a furrowed brow, trying to understand Paul’s words about God’s choices and how they fit
with salvation. Alice was sitting cross-legged on the couch, pretending to explain election to Mr.
Fluffernutter in her best “teacher voice.”

“Daddy,” Ariel said, breaking the silence, “I don’t get it. Why does Paul say that God chooses some
people and not others? Doesn’t God want everyone to be saved?”

Ryan leaned back in his chair, knowing this was a weighty question. “That’s a great question, Ariel.
This passage is about God’s sovereignty—His ultimate authority and plan. Paul is explaining that
God’s mercy and salvation aren’t based on anything we do, but on His purpose and grace. That doesn’t
mean God doesn’t love everyone or want them to be saved, but it shows us that His ways are
sometimes beyond what we can fully understand.”

Ariel tilted her head. “So, it’s not about what we do to earn salvation—it’s all about God’s mercy?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul is showing that God’s plan to save people has always been about grace, not
human effort. Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and explore how Paul explains this truth
in the context of Israel’s history and God’s promises.”

The Journey Begins: Paul’s Heart for Israel (Romans 9:1-5)

The Time Audit Machine powered up, and with a flash, the family found themselves in Paul’s world.
They saw him writing with deep emotion, his pen moving deliberately as he expressed his grief over
his fellow Israelites. Paul began the chapter with a heartfelt lament: “I have great heaviness and
continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” (Romans 9:2-3).

Ryan pointed to Paul’s intense expression. “Paul is deeply burdened for Israel. Even though he knows
salvation is through Jesus, he’s heartbroken that many of his own people have rejected the gospel. He
even says he’d be willing to be separated from Christ if it meant they could be saved.”

Ariel’s eyes widened. “That’s incredible love—Paul cared so much about his people that he’d give up
his own salvation if it could help them.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Paul’s heart reflects the love of Christ, who gave Himself for us. Paul is
showing that while God’s plan is ultimately about His sovereignty, it doesn’t mean we stop loving and
praying for those who haven’t yet come to faith.”




God’s Promises Have Not Failed (Romans 9:6-13)

As the scene shifted, Paul continued writing, addressing a potential misunderstanding. He explained
that God’s promises to Israel had not failed, even though many Israelites rejected Jesus. “For they
are not all Israel, which are of Israel.” (Romans 9:6).

Ryan paused to explain. “Paul is saying that being part of God’s people isn’t about ethnicity or heritage
—it’s about faith in God’s promises. The true children of Abraham are those who share Abraham’s
faith, not just his bloodline.”

Ariel nodded. “So, just being born into Israel doesn’t automatically mean someone is saved—it’s about
trusting God, right?”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Paul uses examples from Israel’s history to show that God’s plan has always
been based on His mercy and purpese, not human effort or status.”

The family saw Paul write about Isaac and Ishmael, noting that God chose Isaac, the child of promise,
not Ishmael. Then, Paul mentioned Jacob and Esau, explaining that God chose Jacob before they were
even born: “The elder shall serve the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I
hated.” (Romans 9:12-13).

Ariel frowned, puzzled. “Why would God choose one and not the other? That doesn’t seem fair.”

Ryan smiled gently. “This is where we have to trust in God’s wisdom and justice, even when it’s hard
to understand. Paul’s point isn’t that God is being unfair—it’s that God’s choices are based on His
sovereign plan, not on anything we do or deserve. None of us deserve God’s mercy, but He gives it
freely because of His grace.”

God’s Sovereign Mercy (Romans 9:14-18)

The family watched as Paul anticipated objections to his argument. “What shall we say then? Is there
unrighteousness with God? God forbid.” (Romans 9:14). Paul reminded his readers of God’s words
to Moses: “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion.” (Romans 9:15).

Ryan pointed to the text. “Paul is showing that God’s mercy isn’t something we can earn or demand—
it’s entirely up to Him. It’s not about our works or effort; it’s about God’s grace and His sovereign
will.”

Ariel looked thoughtful. “So, it’s like God’s mercy is a gift—something He gives freely, not something
we deserve.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “And Paul gives an example from history—Pharaoh. God used Pharaoh’s
resistance to demonstrate His power and make His name known throughout the world. Even when
people oppose God, He can use their actions to accomplish His purposes.”




The Potter and the Clay: God’s Right to Choose (Romans 9:19-29)

Paul then turned to an analogy to explain God’s sovereignty further. He compared God to a potter and
humanity to clay: “Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel
unto honour, and another unto dishonour?” (Romans 9:21).

Ariel watched as Paul wrote these words. “So, Paul is saying that God, like a potter, has the right to
shape us as He chooses?”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “The analogy shows that God, as our Creator, has the authority to carry out His
plans. But remember, God is a good and loving potter—His choices are always for His glory and for
the ultimate good of those who love Him.”

Paul continued by explaining that God’s patience and mercy are incredible. Even though some resist
Him, He endures their rebellion to show His glory and to make His mercy known to those who
believe. Paul also reminded his readers of the remnant—a small group of faithful believers within
Israel whom God had preserved throughout history.

Ryan added, “Paul quotes the prophets Hosea and Isaiah to show that God’s mercy extends not just to
Israel but also to the Gentiles. God’s plan was always to include people from every nation in His
family.”

Key Teaching: Salvation by God’s Mercy

As the family returned from the scene, Ariel looked up at her father with understanding. “So, Paul is
saying that salvation isn’t about being born into the right family or doing all the right things—it’s about
God’s mercy and His plan to save us through Jesus.”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “This passage reminds us that we can’t earn salvation—it’s a gift of
God’s grace. It also teaches us to trust in God’s sovereignty even when we don’t fully understand His
ways. God’s choices are always good, even when they seem mysterious to us.”

Takeaway: Trust in God’s Sovereignty and Mercy

In Romans 9:1-29, Paul reflects on God’s sovereignty, emphasizing that salvation depends on His
mercy, not human effort. Using examples from Israel’s history, Paul shows that God’s plan has always
been based on His grace and His purpose, not on human works or status. This passage calls us to trust
in God’s wisdom and to recognize that His ways are higher than ours. It also reminds us that God’s
mercy is a gift, freely given to all who believe in Jesus. As we reflect on this truth, we are called to
humbly submit to God’s sovereignty, rejoice in His mercy, and share the gospel with others, knowing
that salvation is ultimately in His hands.
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