Time Audit Chronicles: Generosity and Ananias and Sapphira
(Acts 4:32-5:11)

Prologue: Radical Generosity in the Early Church

The Presswood family sat down to read Acts 4:32-5:11, where the early church demonstrates incredible
generosity, but also where a tragic event—Ananias and Sapphira’s lie—reveals the seriousness of sin
in the community. Ariel had been reflecting on how different the early church was in its approach to
possessions and money. Alice, still clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, was imagining herself in the early
church, feeling the excitement and joy of sharing everything in common.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “Why was the early church so generous? Was it because they were just nice
people, or is there something deeper going on here?”

Ryan smiled, glad to see Ariel digging deep into the passage. “That’s a great question, Ariel. The early
church practiced radical generosity because they understood something incredibly important: they
were living in light of the gospel. Everything they had was a gift from God, and they understood that
they were stewards, not owners, of their possessions. Jesus had taught them to love their neighbors as
themselves, and that meant sharing what they had with others—especially those in need.”

Ariel thought about it for a moment. “So, it wasn’t just about being generous for the sake of it—they
were being generous because they saw themselves as part of something bigger, something that God
was doing in the world?”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “and it’s not just about giving. It’s about love and community. The early church’s
generosity was a witness to the world that they were united by something greater than themselves—by
their faith in Jesus and the hope of His resurrection.”

Ariel smiled, understanding. “But then, there’s also the story of Ananias and Sapphira, which shows
that God cares about the truth in our hearts, right?”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and see how the early
church lived out generosity, and how Ananias and Sapphira’s actions served as a warning to the
community.”

The Journey Begins: Radical Generosity in the Early Church (Acts 4:32-37)

The Time Audit Machine powered up, and the family found themselves standing in the midst of the
early Christian community in Jerusalem. The disciples were gathered together, and the atmosphere
was one of profound unity and joy. The believers were not only devoted to teaching, prayer, and
fellowship, but they also shared their possessions in common. Those who owned property or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds to the apostles to be distributed to anyone in need.

Ryan pointed to the scene. “In the early church, there was a radical shift in how people viewed their
possessions. Instead of hoarding or keeping things for themselves, they shared everything they had.



This wasn’t forced—it was voluntary generosity driven by the love of God and the desire to care for
one another.”

Ariel was amazed by the sight. “So, they were all like one big family, taking care of each other? It’s
like everyone’s needs were met because they were willing to share everything.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “The early church saw themselves as stewards of what God had given them. They
weren’t clinging to their material possessions; they were willing to give generously to meet the needs
of others. This radical generosity was a visible sign of their transformed hearts—a reflection of
Jesus’ love.”

Ariel watched as Barnabas, a Levite from Cyprus, sold a field he owned and brought the money to the
apostles. “Look! Barnabas is selling his property to give to those in need,” she observed.

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Barnabas became known as the Son of Encouragement because his
generosity inspired others. This kind of sacrificial giving wasn’t just a practical solution—it was a
witness to the world that the church was different. They were living out the gospel in a tangible way.”

The Warning: Ananias and Sapphira’s Lie (Acts 5:1-6)

But not everyone in the community followed this example of generosity. As Ryan continued, he pointed
to a more somber part of the story. Ananias and Sapphira, a married couple, sold a piece of land and
brought part of the money to the apostles, but they lied, claiming they had given the entire amount.

“Peter immediately confronts them,” Ryan said, pointing to the unfolding scene. “He asks Ananias,
‘Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of
the land?’” (Acts 5:3).

Ariel watched closely as Ananias, after being confronted, fell down dead. “Wait, so Ananias lied about
how much money he gave, and God struck him dead?”

“Yes,” Ryan said, his voice quiet. “Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, trying to deceive the
church. They didn’t have to give everything, but they chose to lie and make it look like they were more
generous than they really were. God took their sin very seriously, and Ananias was struck dead as a
result of his deceit.”

Ariel was shocked. “Wow, that’s serious. But why would God do that?”

Ryan explained, “God wants to protect the integrity of the church and the truth in the hearts of
believers. Ananias and Sapphira’s lie wasn’t just about money—it was about the purity of their hearts
and their desire to appear more righteous than they really were. Their sin wasn’t just about their
actions, it was about their motives. And God made it clear that the church must be honest and sincere
in its devotion to Him.”

Ariel reflected on the story. “So, it wasn’t just about the amount of money they gave. It was about the
lie in their hearts and trying to deceive God and the church.”



“Yes,” Ryan said, “God cares deeply about the integrity of our hearts. He doesn’t want us to give or
serve just to be seen or to look good. He wants us to give out of genuine love and a heart that is truly
devoted to Him.”

Sapphira’s Judgment and the Fear of the Lord (Acts 5:7-11)

A few hours later, Sapphira, unaware of her husband’s death, came in to speak with Peter. Peter asked
her, “Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much?” (Acts 5:8). When she confirmed the lie, Peter
rebuked her, saying, “How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?” (Acts
5:9). Immediately, Sapphira fell down dead, and the same young men who had buried her husband
carried her out.

Ariel’s eyes widened in disbelief. “Both of them died because of their lie! Why would God do that?”

Ryan’s tone was serious. “It was a warning to the early church and to us. Sin is serious, and God
doesn’t want us to deceive Him or each other. The fear of the Lord is important because it reminds us
that God is hely and that we should live with integrity in everything we do. The death of Ananias and
Sapphira showed the early church how seriously God takes the purity of the community and the truth
in our hearts.”

Ariel nodded solemnly. “So, God wanted to show the church that lying and pretending to be something
we’re not is dangerous, especially when it comes to our relationship with God.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “It’s a reminder that we should live with honesty and authenticity, especially in our
relationship with God. God wants us to be real with Him and with each other, and He will not tolerate
deceit within His church.”

The Church Grows Despite Persecution (Acts 5:12-16)

Even in the wake of this tragedy, the church continued to grow. Signs and wonders were performed by
the apostles, and many were healed. People continued to come to faith in Jesus, and the church’s
reputation spread. Despite the fear and the warning of Ananias and Sapphira’s judgment, the church’s
boldness and the power of the Holy Spirit kept drawing people to Jesus.

Ryan smiled as he saw the church’s resilience. “Despite the fear and the consequences of sin, the early
church didn’t shrink back. They continued to preach the gospel with boldness, and God continued to
perform miracles through them. The power of the Holy Spirit was undeniable, and the church grew.”

Ariel looked at the passage thoughtfully. “So, even after something really serious happened with
Ananias and Sapphira, the church kept growing because they were focused on God’s mission and not
on their own comfort.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “The early church learned to be beld and **hon

est** in their faith, knowing that God was with them, even through challenges. They didn’t let fear or
difficulty stop them—they kept moving forward with the mission.”



Takeaway: Radical Generosity and the Seriousness of Sin

In Acts 4:32-5:11, the early church demonstrated radical generosity as they shared everything in
common, caring for one another’s needs. But when Ananias and Sapphira lied about their offering,
they faced the serious consequences of their sin, which resulted in their deaths. This event serves as a
warning about the importance of living with integrity in the community of believers. God values
honesty and sincerity, and He will not tolerate deceit within the church. The story also teaches us that
generosity in the kingdom of God should come from a place of genuine love and devotion, not for
self-glory or appearance.

While the church faced challenges and persecution, it continued to grow, empowered by the Holy
Spirit, and boldly proclaimed the message of Jesus. This passage calls us to live with honesty,
integrity, and generosity, and to recognize that sin in the church must be taken seriously while trusting
in God’s power to continue His work through His people.
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