Expanded Report: Faith Without Works Is Dead (James 2:14-26)

Prologue: The Relationship Between Faith and Works

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to James 2:14-26. In this
passage, James emphasizes the vital connection between faith and works, teaching that genuine faith is
not just an inward belief but is expressed through outward actions. James uses the examples of
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac and Rahab’s protection of the spies to demonstrate how true
faith leads to tangible, sacrificial actions. He makes it clear that faith without works is dead—it’s not
enough to simply profess belief; one’s actions must align with that faith. James calls believers to live
out their faith in practical ways, showing that faith and works are inseparable.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about how our faith should lead to action,” Ryan said. “James teaches us
that it’s not enough to say we believe—we must live out our faith through good works.”

Ariel, intrigued, asked, “So, just believing isn’t enough? We have to do something with our faith?”
“That’s right,” Ryan smiled. “Faith is meant to change us and lead us to action. James teaches us that
real faith will naturally produce good works.”

Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, asked, “What kinds of things should we do if we have faith in God?”
Yaya answered, “When we truly trust God, we do things that show His love, like helping others,
showing kindness, and following God’s commands.”

Key Teachings: Faith and Works Must Go Hand in Hand

1. Faith Without Works Is Dead

James 2:14-17

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save

him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto them, Depart
in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to
the body; what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”

* The Necessity of Tangible Actions:
Ryan explained, “James starts by asking a powerful question: Can faith alone save us if it’s not
demonstrated in action? He gives an example of someone in need, and if we only say, ‘God
bless you,” but do nothing to help, our faith is empty. Faith that doesn’t lead to action is dead
faith.”

Ariel asked, “So, if we see someone in need, we should do something about it, not just pray for
them?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Praying for someone is important, but we also have a responsibility to help



in tangible ways when we can. Faith means showing love through our actions, not just our
words.”

* Faith Must Be Lived Out:
Ryan continued, “James is teaching that true faith isn’t just a belief in our hearts—it’s
something that moves us to act. If our faith doesn’t change how we live and how we treat
others, then it’s not a true faith.”

Yaya added, “Our faith in God should be like a light that shines through us. When we show love
through good works, we reflect God’s love to others.”

2. Faith Is Justified by Works, Not by Faith Alone

James 2:18-24

“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I
will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou
how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was
fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he
was called the friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”

* Abraham’s Example of Faith and Works:
Ryan explained, “James uses Abraham as an example to show how true faith leads to action.
When God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, he obeyed, even though it was incredibly hard.
Abraham'’s faith was made complete by his willingness to act on God’s command. This was the
kind of faith that God counted as righteous.”

Ariel asked, “So, faith alone isn’t enough? We have to show it by what we do?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Abraham believed God, but his faith was shown in his obedience. Faith and
works go hand in hand. True faith leads to obedience.”

» The Meaning of Justification by Works:
Ryan continued, “When James says that a person is justified by works, he doesn’t mean that we
earn our salvation by what we do. Instead, he’s saying that our works show that our faith is real.
If we truly trust God, it will be evident in how we live.”

Yaya added, “Abraham’s actions proved his faith. Faith and works aren’t separate—they’re two
sides of the same coin. Our actions confirm what we believe.”

3. Rahab’s Example of Faith in Action

James 2:25
“Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and
had sent them out another way?”



* Rahab’s Faith and Action:
Ryan explained, “James also points to Rahab, who demonstrated her faith in God by protecting
the Israelite spies. Despite the risks, she chose to help them because she believed in God’s
power. Her actions confirmed her faith, and she was saved because of it.”

Ariel asked, “So, Rahab wasn’t just saying she believed in God, she showed it by helping the
spies?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “Rahab’s actions were the evidence of her faith. She didn’t just talk about
what she believed; she lived it out by helping God’s people.”

* Faith and Works in Action:
Ryan continued, “Just like Abraham, Rahab’s faith was demonstrated by her actions. She risked
everything because she trusted in God. That’s the kind of faith James is talking about.”

Yaya added, “Both Abraham and Rahab acted on what they believed. Their faith was proven by
their willingness to obey God’s commands, no matter the cost.”

4. The Key Teaching: Faith Without Works Is Dead

James 2:26
“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”

* Faith Must Lead to Action:
Ryan explained, “James ends this passage with a powerful statement: ‘faith without works is
dead.’ Just as the body without the spirit is lifeless, so faith without works is useless. If our faith
isn’t changing the way we live and how we treat others, then it’s not the kind of faith that God
wants.”

Ariel asked, “So, if we believe in God, we should show it by the way we live?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “Our actions should reflect our faith. If we truly believe in God, we will live
in a way that honors Him and shows His love to others.”

* Living Out Our Faith in Everyday Life:
Ryan continued, “True faith transforms our lives. It leads us to serve others, help those in need,
speak kindly, and obey God’s commands. When we live out our faith, we bring glory to God
and show the world what it means to follow Jesus.”

Yaya added, “Our faith is like a seed—it must grow and bear fruit. The fruit of our faith is seen
in our actions, not just in what we say.”

Practical Applications: Living Out Our Faith
The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Serving Others as a Sign of Faith:
Ariel suggested, “I can show my faith by helping others at school or at home, especially when



they’re in need or when they need encouragement.”
Alice added, “I can help clean up at home and be kind to my friends, even when I’m busy or
tired.”

2. Obeying God’s Commands:
Ryan encouraged them, “Living out our faith means obeying God, even when it’s hard. We
don’t just say we believe in God—we show it by the choices we make.”

3. Being a Light to Others:
Yaya reminded them, “We can show the love of Jesus by living with integrity and kindness.
When others see us living out our faith, it points them to God’s love.”

Takeaway: Faith That Works

As the family reflected, Yaya shared a time when she was able to put her faith into action. “There was a
time when a neighbor was going through a hard time, and I knew I could help. I prayed for her, but I
also made meals and spent time with her. I realized that my faith wasn’t just about praying for her—it
was about showing her love through my actions.”

Ariel smiled, “So, we show our faith by doing good things for others?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “Our faith is shown by the way we live, and the good works we do are the evidence
that we truly believe in God.”

Key Points Summary
1.

Faith Must Lead to Action:

* True faith is not just about believing; it’s about living out that belief through our actions. Faith
without works is dead.

2. Abraham and Rahab’s Examples of Faith in Action:

* Abraham and Rahab demonstrated their faith through obedience and action. Their
examples show that genuine faith leads to courageous acts of obedience.
3. Living Faithfully in Everyday Life:

* Our faith should transform our daily lives. True faith produces good works, such as
helping others, obeying God, and living with integrity.

Key Verse:

“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.” (James 2:17)



This passage teaches us that faith is not just about believing in God; it’s about living out that belief
through actions that honor God and serve others. Faith without works is lifeless, but faith that leads to
action reflects the love and obedience that God desires.
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