Time Audit Chronicles: Call to Repentance and Preparation for the Messiah
(Matthew 3:1-12)

Prologue: A New Beginning

It was early morning in the Presswood household, and Ariel was hunched over a large poster board on
the dining table, carefully crafting a timeline of biblical events for her Sunday school project. Alice sat
nearby, happily cutting shapes out of colored paper for decorations, her trusty Mr. Fluffernutter
perched in a toy chair like an overseer.

“Daddy,” Ariel said, pointing to her timeline, “what happened right before Jesus started His ministry?”

Ryan, flipping pancakes at the stove, turned to answer. “That’s when John the Baptist came on the
scene. He was calling people to repent and prepare for the Messiah.”

“Prepare how?” Ariel asked, furrowing her brow.

“By turning away from sin and turning their hearts back to God,” Ryan said. “John was like a herald,
announcing that the King was coming.”

Alice looked up from her paper shapes. “A king? Did he wear a crown?”

Ryan laughed. “Not that kind of king, Alice. Jesus came as the King of Kings, and John’s job was to
make sure people were ready for Him.”

“Did they listen?” Ariel asked.
“Some did,” Ryan said. “But not everyone. Let’s see what it was like. Time Audit Machine?”

Alice clapped her hands in excitement. “Yes! Mr. Fluffernutter is ready!”

The Journey Begins: The Wilderness Messenger
The Time Audit Machine roared to life, its glowing dials casting an ethereal light in the garage. Ariel

carefully entered the destination:

¢ Location: Judean wilderness.
¢ Time: Around 27 CE.

* Objective: Witness John the Baptist’s call to repentance and preparation for the Messiah.

The air shimmered, and the family felt the familiar rush of movement as the machine transported them
back in time. When the light faded, they found themselves standing on the edge of the Jordan River.
The rugged terrain stretched before them, dotted with shrubs and rocky outcrops.

“Look over there!” Alice exclaimed, pointing to a large crowd gathered near the water.



At the center of the commotion was a man with wild hair and a rough robe made of camel’s hair. He
spoke with such passion and intensity that the crowd leaned in to catch every word.

“That’s John the Baptist,” Ryan said, his voice filled with awe. “The one Isaiah prophesied about: “The
voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.’”
(Isaiah 40:3)

John’s Fiery Message

The Presswoods edged closer, joining the crowd as John’s booming voice echoed across the riverbank.
“Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2)

“What does repent mean?” Alice whispered to Ariel.

“It means turning away from sin and doing what’s right,” Ariel explained.

John continued, his piercing gaze sweeping over the crowd. “Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be brought low! The crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways
smooth! Prepare ye the way of the Lord!”

“John’s message wasn’t just about changing actions,” Ryan whispered to the girls. “It was about
changing hearts—turning back to God.”

The Baptism of Repentance

As John preached, people from all walks of life stepped forward to be baptized in the Jordan River.
John immersed them in the water, symbolizing their repentance and commitment to a new way of life.

“Why water?” Ariel asked, scribbling notes in her notebook.

“Water has always been a symbol of cleansing,” Ryan explained. “Baptism shows that a person is
turning away from sin and starting fresh.”

As more people came forward, John lifted his hands and declared, “I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear.
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.” (Matthew 3:11)

“He’s talking about Jesus,” Ariel whispered.

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “John’s role wasn’t to take the spotlight—it was to point people to the Messiah.”




Confronting the Pharisees

The atmosphere shifted as a group of Pharisees and Sadducees approached the riverbank. Their robes
were immaculate, their expressions smug as they observed the scene.

John’s fiery gaze locked onto them, and his voice rose with intensity. “O generation of vipers! Who
hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance!”
(Matthew 3:7-8)

“Why is he so angry with them?” Alice asked, her eyes wide.

“Because they thought their religious status made them righteous,” Ryan explained. “But John was
telling them that true repentance comes from the heart, not from rituals or lineage.”

John’s voice thundered again. “Think not to say within yourselves, ‘We have Abraham to our father’:
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” (Matthew 3:9)

“What does that mean?” Ariel asked.

“It means that being part of God’s family isn’t about ancestry,” Ryan said. “It’s about faith and
obedience.”

John continued, his words cutting through the air like a sword. “The axe is laid unto the root of the
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.”
(Matthew 3:10)

Ariel scribbled furiously in her notebook. “So he’s saying people need to change their ways—or else?”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “John wasn’t afraid to speak the truth, even when it was uncomfortable.”

Preparing for the Messiah

As the crowd murmured, John raised his hands again. “I indeed baptize you with water, but there is
One coming who is greater than I! His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor,
gathering His wheat into the garner; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew
3:12)

“He’s talking about judgment,” Ryan said quietly. “And about how Jesus will separate those who truly
follow Him from those who reject Him.”

“John sounds tough,” Ariel said, glancing at the rugged preacher.

“He had to be,” Ryan said. “His mission was urgent. He knew the Messiah was coming, and he wanted
as many people as possible to be ready.”




Returning Home: A Message for Today

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, leaving the family in thoughtful silence.
Ariel flipped through her notes, while Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly.

“John’s message wasn’t just for the people back then,” Ariel said finally. “It’s for us too.”

Ryan nodded. “We’re still called to prepare our hearts for Jesus—to repent and live in a way that
honors Him.”

Alice tilted her head. “Do you think John would tell us to change anything?”

Ryan smiled. “Probably. None of us are perfect, but the good news is that Jesus came to help us live
the way God wants us to.”

Reflection: A Call to Change
That evening, Ariel read aloud from Matthew 3:
“‘Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

As her voice filled the room, the family reflected on John’s bold message and the urgency of his
mission.

“John reminds us that repentance isn’t just about saying sorry,” Ryan said. “It’s about truly turning
back to God and living for Him.”

“And getting ready for Jesus,” Alice added with a smile.

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “It’s the best preparation we can make.”

Takeaway: Preparing Our Hearts

John the Baptist’s call to repentance and preparation for the Messiah reminds us that following Jesus
requires a change of heart and a commitment to live in alignment with God’s will. As we prepare our
hearts for Him, we not only experience the joy of His presence but also become part of His kingdom
work. Just as John urged the people of his time to prepare, we are called to do the same today.
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