
Time Audit Chronicles: The Birth of John the Baptist and Zechariah’s Prophecy
(Luke 1:57-80)

Prologue: The Fulfillment of God’s Promise

The Presswood family sat together on the couch, reflecting on the remarkable story of Zechariah, 
Elizabeth, and the birth of their son, John. Ariel had just finished reading Luke 1:57-80, which tells of 
the birth of John the Baptist and Zechariah’s prophecy. She turned to her father with a thoughtful 
expression. Alice, quietly playing with Mr. Fluffernutter, was oblivious to the depth of their 
conversation, but she was always eager to join in on their adventures.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “Why did Zechariah name his son John? That’s not a name from their family, is 
it?”

Ryan smiled, sensing the depth of Ariel’s curiosity. “That’s a good question, Ariel. The name ‘John’ 
was actually a direct command from the angel Gabriel. When Zechariah doubted the angel’s message 
about Elizabeth’s pregnancy, Gabriel made him mute until the child was born. When the baby was 
born, Zechariah confirmed that his son’s name would be John, as the angel had said, fulfilling the 
prophecy given to him. Naming him John was a sign of Zechariah’s obedience and faith in God’s plan, 
even after his initial doubt.”

Ariel nodded. “So, it wasn’t just a name they picked—it was part of God’s plan to fulfill His promise.”

“Exactly,” Ryan said. “John’s name had great significance. It marked the beginning of the fulfillment of 
God’s salvation plan. His role was to prepare the way for Jesus, the Messiah.”

Ariel smiled, now understanding. “And Zechariah’s prophecy was the way God confirmed all of this to 
His people.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and see how everything 
unfolded—the birth of John, Zechariah’s prophecy, and how this marked the beginning of God’s 
salvation plan for the world.”

The Journey Begins: The Birth of John (Luke 1:57-60)

The Time Audit Machine hummed, and with a flash of light, the family found themselves in a modest 
home in the hill country of Judah. Inside, Zechariah and Elizabeth were surrounded by family and 
friends, celebrating the birth of their son. The baby had been born, and the house was filled with joy 
and excitement.

“This is the home of Zechariah and Elizabeth,” Ryan said. “The birth of John was a moment of great 
joy for them, as God had fulfilled His promise. After years of waiting and praying, they had a son, and 
he would play a key role in God’s plan.”

Ariel looked around at the happy scene. “It must have been such a miracle for them—especially after 
they had prayed for so long for a child.”



“Yes,” Ryan said. “God’s timing is always perfect. Though they had waited many years, God gave 
them this precious child, and through him, He would begin the work of salvation.”

Zechariah’s Obedience: Naming the Child John (Luke 1:61-64)

As the family and friends gathered, they began to wonder what name Zechariah and Elizabeth would 
give to the baby. They assumed the child would be named after Zechariah, as was the custom, but 
Elizabeth insisted that his name was to be John.

“And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.” (Luke 1:61)

Ariel noticed how the relatives questioned Elizabeth’s decision. “They were surprised because there 
was no one in the family named John. It seemed unusual to name him that.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “But Elizabeth knew that the angel had told her that the child’s name was to be John, 
and she was obedient. Then, when Zechariah was asked about the name, he asked for a writing tablet 
and confirmed the name.”

“And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spake, and praised God.” 
(Luke 1:64)

Ariel smiled. “Zechariah could speak again! It was like a sign that he was agreeing with what God had 
said through the angel.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Zechariah’s obedience to God’s command showed his faith. The moment he 
named the child John, as the angel had said, his speech was restored. This was a sign that God’s plan 
was unfolding just as He had promised.”

Zechariah’s Prophecy: A Song of Praise (Luke 1:67-75)

Once Zechariah’s tongue was loosed, he was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he spoke a beautiful 
prophecy, praising God for His faithfulness and mercy. Zechariah’s prophecy, often called the 
Benedictus, speaks of God’s work of salvation through the coming Messiah:

“And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel; for He hath visited and redeemed His people, And hath raised up an horn of salvation for 
us in the house of His servant David…” (Luke 1:67-69)

Ariel was in awe as she listened to the prophecy. “Zechariah praised God for visiting and redeeming 
His people—He knew that the Messiah was coming through Jesus.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Zechariah understood that his son, John, would be the forerunner of the Messiah, 
and that Jesus would bring salvation to Israel. His prophecy spoke of God raising up a Savior, and that 
Jesus would be the fulfillment of the promise God made to David.”



God’s Promise of Salvation and Forgiveness (Luke 1:76-79)

Zechariah’s prophecy continued, and he spoke directly to his son, John, declaring his role in God’s 
plan:

“And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare His ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto His people by the remission of their 
sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To 
give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” (Luke 1:76-79)

Ariel listened carefully. “Zechariah’s prophecy was about John’s mission—to prepare the people for 
Jesus and give them knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of sins.”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “Zechariah knew that John would be the prophet who would go before the Messiah, 
preparing the hearts of the people for Jesus. His message would be one of repentance and forgiveness, 
leading people to the Savior. And Jesus, the Dayspring from on high, would bring light into the 
darkness and guide people into peace with God.”

The Conclusion: A Life of Faith and Praise (Luke 1:80)

As Zechariah finished his prophecy, John grew and became strong in spirit. He spent time in the 
wilderness until the day he began his public ministry, preparing the way for the coming of the Lord:

“And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto 
Israel.” (Luke 1:80)

Ariel reflected on the journey of Zechariah, Elizabeth, and John. “It’s amazing to see how God worked 
through Zechariah and Elizabeth, even when it seemed impossible. They were faithful, and God 
fulfilled His promise.”

“Yes,” Ryan said, “God’s promises are always true. Zechariah and Elizabeth trusted God, and even 
when it took time, He gave them a son who would fulfill an important role in His plan. And Zechariah’s 
prophecy was a beautiful expression of faith in God’s salvation and mercy.”

Reflection: Trusting God’s Plan for Our Lives

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, and the family sat quietly, reflecting on 
Zechariah’s prophecy and the birth of John the Baptist. Ariel turned the pages of her notes, while Alice, 
still with Mr. Fluffernutter, pretended to play the role of John the Baptist, calling people to repentance.

“Zechariah’s prophecy was all about trusting God’s plan, even when we don’t understand everything,” 
Ariel said thoughtfully. “He knew that God was going to use his son for something great.”



“Yes,” Ryan said, “and we can trust that God has a plan for our lives too, even when we don’t see it all 
right away. Zechariah’s faith was a beautiful example of believing in God’s promises, even when the 
answer took time.”

Ariel smiled. “God’s plan is always bigger than what we can see. And when we trust Him, He works 
through our lives in ways we can’t even imagine.”

“Yes,” Ryan agreed. “And just like John the Baptist, God can use us to be part of His great plan of 
salvation—to point others to Jesus and His forgiveness.”

Takeaway: God’s Faithfulness and the Call to Prepare the Way

In Luke 1:57-80, the birth of John the Baptist and Zechariah’s prophecy remind us of God’s 
faithfulness to fulfill His promises. Zechariah’s obedience in naming his son John and his prophetic 
song proclaim the coming salvation through Jesus Christ. John’s mission, as foretold, was to prepare 
the way for the Messiah, offering
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