
Expanded Report: Be Doers of the Word (James 1:19-27)

Prologue: Living Out God’s Word

As the family gathered for their evening study, Ryan opened the Bible to James 1:19-27. In this 
passage, James emphasizes the importance of not just hearing God’s Word but actively living it out. He 
challenges believers to allow the truth of Scripture to shape their actions, particularly in areas like 
controlling their speech, living with patience, and caring for those in need. James teaches that faith is 
not just about what we know but about how we live—true faith produces practical, godly actions that 
reflect the love and compassion of Christ. This passage challenges us to examine our lives and ask 
whether our actions align with the Word of God.

“Tonight, we’re going to talk about how God’s Word should change the way we live,” Ryan said. 
“James teaches us that it’s not enough to hear God’s Word; we must live it out in our daily lives 
through our actions.”

Ariel, curious, asked, “So, when we hear the Bible, it’s supposed to make us do things differently?”
“Exactly,” Ryan smiled. “God’s Word is meant to transform us. It teaches us how to live in a way that 
reflects His love, His patience, and His care for others.”

Alice, hugging Mr. Fluffernutter, asked, “What kind of things should we do to show God’s love?”
Yaya answered, “We can help those in need, control our words, and live with kindness and patience—
just like Jesus did.”

Key Teachings: Living Out God’s Word in Practical Ways

1. Be Quick to Hear, Slow to Speak, Slow to Anger

James 1:19-20
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”

• Controlling Our Speech and Anger:
Ryan explained, “James begins by teaching us the importance of listening carefully and 
controlling our speech. When we are quick to speak or quick to anger, it doesn’t produce the 
righteousness that God desires. Instead, we should be slow to speak, slow to anger, and quick to 
listen.”

Ariel asked, “Why does anger get in the way of doing what’s right?”
“Anger often leads to rash words and actions that can hurt others,” Ryan said. “When we are 
angry, it’s hard to hear what God wants to teach us. But if we are slow to anger, we can respond 
with patience and wisdom.”



• Listening More and Speaking Less:
Ryan continued, “God has given us two ears and one mouth for a reason. We should listen more 
than we speak, especially when it comes to learning from God’s Word. When we are slow to 
speak, we show wisdom and humility, and we create space for God’s truth to shape us.”

Yaya added, “And when we control our anger, we can better reflect God’s love and patience, 
instead of reacting in a way that dishonors Him.”

2. Receiving God’s Word with Humility

James 1:21
“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the 
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.”

• Humility in Receiving God’s Word:
Ryan explained, “James tells us to receive God’s Word with meekness, or humility. We need to 
be willing to let go of sin and pride so that we can receive God’s truth into our hearts. Humility 
is key to allowing God’s Word to change us.”

Ariel asked, “What does it mean to ‘lay apart all filthiness’?”
“It means getting rid of the things in our lives that are sinful or that distract us from God’s 
Word,” Ryan said. “We need to have hearts that are open and ready to receive what God has for 
us.”

• God’s Word Can Save Us:
Ryan continued, “James reminds us that God’s Word is able to save our souls. It has the power 
to transform our lives, but only if we receive it humbly and allow it to work in us.”

Yaya added, “The more we allow God’s Word to shape our hearts, the more we will reflect His 
character in our actions.”

3. Be Doers of the Word, Not Hearers Only

James 1:22
“But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.”

• Action Over Knowledge:
Ryan explained, “James challenges us to do more than just listen to God’s Word—we are called 
to act on it. If we only hear God’s Word but don’t live it out, we deceive ourselves. True faith is 
not just about knowledge; it’s about how we apply what we’ve learned in our lives.”

Ariel asked, “So, just hearing the Bible isn’t enough?”
“That’s right,” Ryan said. “It’s important to listen and learn from God’s Word, but we have to 
live it out too. When we put it into practice, we show that we truly understand and believe it.”



• Living Out Our Faith:
Ryan continued, “Faith is meant to change us, not just in our minds, but in our actions. When 
we act on God’s Word, we show the world what it means to follow Christ.”

Yaya added, “Faith is like a tree—if it doesn’t bear fruit, it’s not truly alive. Our actions are the 
fruit that show the world the reality of our faith.”

4. Pure Religion: Caring for the Vulnerable

James 1:27
“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.”

• Caring for the Vulnerable:
Ryan explained, “James defines pure religion as caring for the fatherless (orphans) and widows
—those who are vulnerable and in need. This isn’t just about going to church or following rules; 
it’s about showing God’s love through practical actions like helping those in need.”

Ariel asked, “So, caring for people who are sad or have no family is really important to God?”
“Yes,” Ryan said. “God cares deeply for the vulnerable, and He calls us to care for them too. 
When we serve others, we reflect His love and compassion.”

• Living a Life of Holiness:
Ryan continued, “James also says that pure religion means keeping ourselves ‘unspotted from 
the world.’ This means that we live with integrity, avoiding sin, and living according to God’s 
ways, rather than following the world’s standards.”

Yaya added, “Pure religion is not just about rules—it’s about living in a way that reflects God’s 
heart for others and honoring Him with our lives.”

5. The Key Teaching: True Faith Produces Practical Actions

Key Teaching:
The key teaching of this passage is that faith is not just about hearing God’s Word—it’s about doing 
what it says. True faith produces practical, godly actions that reflect the character of Christ. James 
emphasizes that we are called to live out our faith in tangible ways, such as controlling our speech, 
caring for those in need, and avoiding sin. When we live out the teachings of Scripture, we demonstrate 
the reality of our faith and honor God with our lives.

Ryan summarized, “James teaches us that faith isn’t just something we believe—it’s something we do. 
When we listen to God’s Word and apply it to our lives, we show that we truly believe in it. True faith 
is always accompanied by action.”



Practical Applications: Living Out God’s Word in Daily Life

The family discussed how they could apply these teachings in their daily lives:

1. Controlling Our Words and Anger:
Ariel suggested, “I can try to listen more carefully before speaking and be slower to get angry, 
especially when I’m frustrated.”
Alice added, “When I want to say something mean, I can take a deep breath and think about 
how to speak kindly.”

2. Caring for Those in Need:
Ryan encouraged them, “We can look for opportunities to help those who are in need—whether 
it’s the elderly, orphans, or anyone who is going through a tough time. When we serve others, 
we show God’s love in a real way.”

3. Living a Life of Holiness:
Yaya reminded them, “We can make choices every day to live according to God’s Word, 
keeping ourselves pure and unspotted from the world. When we live with integrity, we honor 
God.”

Takeaway: Living Out God’s Word with Action

As the family reflected, Yaya shared how she had been challenged to serve others more. “I realized that 
it’s not enough to just talk about helping others—I need to make it a part of my life. I can serve others 
in small ways, like helping a neighbor or volunteering, and in doing so, I reflect Christ’s love.”

Ariel smiled, “So, living out our faith means doing what we learn in the Bible?”
“Yes,” Ryan said, “Living out our faith is about doing what God’s Word says—loving others, speaking 
with kindness, and living with integrity.”

Key Points Summary

1. Faith Requires Action: 
• True faith is not just about hearing God’s Word, but about putting it into action through 

our 

words and deeds.

2. Living with Integrity and Love:

• God calls us to control our speech, serve the vulnerable, and live a life that honors Him. 
3. Practical Faith Reflects God’s Heart:

• Living out God’s Word through tangible acts of love and holiness is how we reflect 
God’s heart to the world. 



Key Verse:

“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” (James 1:22)

This passage teaches us that true faith produces action. When we hear God’s Word, we are called to live 
it out through our actions, reflecting God’s love, patience, and holiness in everything we do.
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