Time Audit Chronicles: Healing the Nobleman’s Son
(John 4:43-54)
Prologue: A Miracle from Afar

The Presswood family was seated around the table, the warm glow of the overhead light creating a
cozy atmosphere as they read John 4:43-54, the story of how Jesus healed a nobleman’s son from a
distance. The faint sound of birds chirping outside and the gentle ticking of the clock added to the
tranquil setting. Ariel had been reflecting on how this miracle demonstrated Jesus’ power to heal
without even being physically present. She thought about how incredible it was that Jesus could heal
from afar, and how it emphasized the importance of faith—trusting in His power even when there was
no immediate evidence. Alice, holding Mr. Fluffernutter, was imagining herself as the nobleman’s
daughter. "Look, brother, you’re all better!" she said with a big smile, twirling around in excitement.
She hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly, her joy bubbling over as she played out the scene, her eyes wide
with wonder at the miracle.

“Daddy,” Ariel asked, “How could Jesus heal someone from so far away? And why was it so important
that the nobleman believed without seeing the miracle happen right in front of him?”

Ryan smiled, understanding the significance of Ariel's question. He hoped this would be a moment
where Ariel and Alice could grasp the deeper lessons of faith and trust in Jesus—Ilessons about
believing without needing to see immediate results, and about trusting in Jesus' power even when
circumstances seemed uncertain. “That’s a great question, Ariel. In those days, people generally
believed that healers needed to be physically present to perform miracles. Jesus’ power isn’t limited by
time, space, or distance. He is the Son of God, and as God, He has the authority to heal anyone,
anywhere, simply by speaking a word. In this story, Jesus demonstrates that His power to heal and
perform miracles is not dependent on physical proximity. What’s even more important in this story is
the nobleman’s faith. Jesus told him, ‘Go thy way; thy son liveth.” (John 4:50), and the nobleman
believed Jesus’ word, even though he didn’t see the miracle happen right in front of him. That’s the
kind of faith Jesus is calling us to—a faith that trusts Him even when we don’t see the answers
immediately.”

Ariel nodded, thinking deeply. “So, Jesus wasn’t just showing that He could heal, but He was also
teaching about having faith in Him, even when we don’t see the results right away?”

“That’s exactly it,” Ryan said. “Let’s use the Time Audit Machine to go back and experience this
powerful moment when Jesus healed the nobleman’s son and demonstrated the power of faith without
sight.”

The Journey Begins: The Nobleman’s Desperation (John 4:43-47)

The Time Audit Machine hummed to life, and with a flash, the family found themselves in the bustling
town of Capernaum. The sunlit streets were alive with activity—vendors called out their wares,
offering everything from freshly caught fish to vibrant fabrics dyed in deep reds and blues. The faint
scent of baking bread mingled with the salty tang of the sea breeze, while the glittering blue of the Sea
of Galilee shimmered in the distance. Children played near the docks, their laughter echoing as



fishermen hauled in their nets, the sunlight glinting off the scales of wriggling fish. The atmosphere
was a lively blend of commerce and community, yet beneath the surface lay an undercurrent of
anticipation and desperation as news of Jesus’ presence spread through the town.

Ariel’s eyes widened as she took in the vibrant life of the marketplace. “It’s so busy here! Look at all
the people and the colorful stalls!” she exclaimed, her gaze darting from the merchants to the
fishermen.

Alice, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter tightly, pointed excitedly at a group of fishermen unloading their
catch. “Look, Ariel! They’ve got so many shiny fish! And that man’s carrying a basket of oranges! Can
we follow them?”

Amidst the bustle, the nobleman pushed through the crowd, his face etched with worry and exhaustion.
His disheveled clothes bore evidence of his hurried journey, and every step seemed weighed down by
fear and desperation. His thoughts raced: the image of his son’s frail body haunted him, the guilt of
being unable to help gnawed at him, and yet, a flicker of hope clung to the stories he had heard about
Jesus’ miraculous power. "I hope Jesus helps his son," Alice whispered, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter
tightly, her voice soft with concern. Ariel watched the scene unfold, her heart aching for the father’s
desperation. The nobleman’s voice trembled as he called out, "Where is Jesus? I must find Him!" The
desperation in his tone silenced the nearby chatter, as onlookers turned to watch him approach Jesus,
his eyes filled with both hope and fear.

“He must have been so worried about his son’s life,” Ariel said, her voice soft with empathy. She
thought for a moment, imagining what it would feel like to see someone she loved suffering. "I can’t
imagine how hard it must be to feel so helpless. I think I’d do anything to try to help."

Ryan nodded. "That’s exactly what drove the nobleman. His love for his son and his desperation
pushed him to find Jesus, even though he didn’t fully understand how Jesus would help. Faith is often
tested in the moments of waiting. Do you remember when our family prayed for guidance when I was
between jobs? It was hard to trust without seeing the answers immediately, but Jesus was working even
then." He paused, letting the memory settle in. "The nobleman’s faith was about to grow, and Jesus was
going to teach him—and everyone around—a deeper lesson about trusting in His power and timing."”

Ariel was listening carefully. “So, the nobleman believed that Jesus needed to be physically present in
order to heal his son. But Jesus would show him that faith isn’t about seeing the miracle happen right in
front of us.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Jesus was not only about healing physical ailments, but also about teaching
people to trust Him completely, even when they didn’t understand everything.”

Jesus Challenges the Nobleman’s Faith (John 4:48)

Jesus responded to the nobleman’s plea with words that might seem a bit surprising at first: “Except ye
see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” (John 4:48). His calm, steady voice carried an authority
that made those nearby pause. The nobleman hesitated, his heart wrestling with a flicker of doubt and
confusion. Was Jesus rebuking him? Or was He asking for something deeper?



The nobleman’s desperation battled with a growing sense of awe. This man, whose presence alone
seemed to command attention, was unlike anyone he had ever met. Though his plea was urgent, he
began to realize that Jesus was addressing more than his immediate request—He was challenging him,
and those around, to trust in something greater than visible miracles.

Ariel paused, thinking carefully. "Why didn’t Jesus just go with the nobleman? Wouldn’t it have been
easier for everyone to see the miracle happen in person?"

Ryan nodded, his expression thoughtful. "That’s a great question, Ariel. Jesus was showing the crowd
—and the nobleman—that His power isn’t confined by human expectations or physical presence. By
healing the nobleman’s son from a distance, He demonstrated that faith isn’t about seeing to believe—
it’s about believing in His word and His authority. He wanted them to understand that His power
transcends what they could see with their eyes." The nobleman’s faith would be tested, but Jesus was
going to show him that faith without sight is what truly honors God.”

Ariel smiled. “So, Jesus wasn’t saying that He didn’t want to heal the son—He was teaching the
nobleman to trust in His word, even when the miracle hadn’t happened yet.”

“That’s exactly right,” Ryan said. “Jesus wanted the nobleman—and everyone listening—to know that
faith goes beyond the visible, and is rooted in trusting Jesus.”

The Nobleman’s Faith: Believing Without Seeing (John 4:49-50)

The nobleman, though challenged by Jesus’ words, didn’t give up. He took a deep breath, his voice
cracking as he pleaded again, “Sir, come down ere my child die.” His eyes were desperate, his hands
trembling slightly as he clung to hope, refusing to walk away without an answer. Jesus responded, “Go
thy way; thy son liveth.” (John 4:50). Without seeing any evidence, the nobleman believed Jesus’ word
and began his journey back home. The long road stretched before him, each step a battle between hope
and doubt. His thoughts churned as he replayed Jesus’ words, "Thy son liveth,' over and over in his
mind. Could it really be true? He wrestled with the fear of arriving to find his son still ill, but each time
doubt crept in, he clung to the authority in Jesus’ voice and the unwavering confidence He had
displayed. The weight of his love for his son kept him moving forward, step by step.

Ariel watched with anticipation as the nobleman turned to leave. “Even though Jesus didn’t come with
him, the nobleman trusted Jesus’ words and believed that his son would be healed,” Ariel said
thoughtfully. "It must have been so hard to walk all that way, not knowing if Jesus’ words had come
true yet. I think I’d be so nervous."

Ryan nodded. "That’s a good point, Ariel. Faith isn’t always easy, especially when we’re waiting and
don’t have all the answers. But the nobleman’s journey shows us what it means to trust Jesus fully—
even when we’re unsure of the outcome."

Ariel reflected for a moment. "I guess it’s like when I pray about something and don’t get an answer
right away. It’s hard to keep trusting, but this story reminds me that Jesus is always working, even if I
can’t see it yet."



“Yes,” Ryan said. “This is a powerful moment of faith. The nobleman could have doubted Jesus or
demanded that Jesus come with him to heal his son, but instead, he chose to trust in Jesus’ word. And
that faith in Jesus, even without seeing the miracle, would lead to his son’s healing.”

Ariel looked at her father. “So, the nobleman’s faith wasn’t just about seeing the miracle—it was about
trusting Jesus’ authority and believing in His power even when he couldn’t see it with his eyes.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “The nobleman’s faith is an example for all of us. Jesus wants us to trust
Him, to believe His word, and to have faith in His promises, even when we don’t see the results
immediately.”

The Miracle Confirmed: The Son Healed (John 4:51-54)

As the nobleman was on his way home, his servants met him on the road. The nobleman’s heart
skipped a beat when he saw them, their faces lit up with joy. "Your son lives!" they exclaimed. Relief
washed over him, his knees almost giving way as he felt the weight of his fears lift. He asked them
when his son began to recover, his voice filled with both urgency and amazement. When the nobleman
asked them what time the healing had occurred, they told him that his son had been healed “at the
seventh hour” (John 4:52), the exact moment when Jesus had told him, “Thy son liveth.” (John 4:50).

Ariel smiled, her face lighting up with excitement. “The moment the nobleman believed, his son was
healed! That’s amazing! Jesus’ word was enough to heal his son, even from a distance!”

“Yes,” Ryan said. “This shows that Jesus’ word is powerful. When Jesus speaks, things happen—
whether we’re physically present or not. The miracle happened because the nobleman believed in what
Jesus said, even before he saw any signs. Jesus wanted the nobleman to learn to trust Him completely,
and that faith led to the healing of his son.”

Ariel thought for a moment. “So, the nobleman didn’t need to see the miracle happen right in front of
him. Faith in Jesus was what healed his son.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “Faith in Jesus is what leads to healing, salvation, and transformation in our
lives. Just like the nobleman, we are called to believe in Jesus’ word, trust in His promises, and walk by
faith, even when we don’t see everything right away.”

The Nobleman’s Family Rejoices

As the nobleman reached his home, he rushed inside to find his son sitting up, color returning to his
cheeks. His wife, with tears streaming down her face, embraced him. "He's better! Just as you said,"
she whispered, her voice breaking with emotion. The nobleman knelt beside his son, pulling him into
his arms. “It was Jesus,” he said softly, his voice filled with awe. “He spoke, and it was done.” The
family knelt together, offering prayers of thanksgiving for the miracle they had just experienced. Ariel
watched this scene unfold, her heart filled with warmth as she realized the depth of God’s love and
power.

Reflection: Faith Without Sight

Back in the garage, the Time Audit Machine powered down, the hum fading into silence. The familiar
scent of motor oil and the cool dimness of the garage contrasted with the warmth of the story they had



just witnessed. Ariel glanced at her father, her eyes still reflecting the wonder of what they had
experienced, while Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly, lost in her own thoughts. Ariel turned to her
father, her heart full of the powerful message about faith without sight.

Alice, still clutching Mr. Fluffernutter, giggled and suddenly declared, "Mr. Fluffernutter says, 'I
believe you, Jesus!"" She began skipping around the garage dramatically, holding the stuffed bunny
high. "Look at me, Ariel! I’'m the nobleman, and Mr. Fluffernutter just healed my son!" Her playful
energy filled the room, lightening the reflective atmosphere and bringing smiles to everyone’s faces.

Ryan chuckled. "Alice, you’re right—faith like the nobleman’s is worth celebrating. But it’s also
something we can live out in our daily lives. Let’s think about ways we can trust Jesus, even when we
don’t see answers right away."

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. "We could trust God with schoolwork or friendships, like when I’m nervous
about making new friends or worried about a test.”

Ryan smiled. "That’s a great example, Ariel. And Alice, maybe you could practice trusting God by
showing kindness to someone, even if it’s hard to know how they’ll respond.”

Alice paused her skipping, clutching Mr. Fluffernutter close. "I could do that! Maybe I can share my
crayons with Emma, even though she didn’t want to play with me last week."

“That’s perfect," Ryan said. "Faith isn’t just about the big moments—it’s about trusting Jesus in the
small things, too. Just like the nobleman’s faith grew step by step, our trust in Jesus grows when we
choose to believe in Him, even in everyday situations."

“Jesus really wants us to trust Him even when we don’t see the answers right away,” Ariel said softly.
She thought about times when she had prayed and waited, and how hard it was not to see immediate
answers. “It’s about knowing that He’s working, even if we don’t understand how or when.”

Ryan smiled and added, “The nobleman’s faith reminds us that faith isn’t just about seeing—it’s about
trusting Jesus’ word. This is the kind of faith we are called to have today. Think about how we prayed
for Grandma when she was in the hospital. We couldn’t see how everything would turn out, but we
trusted that Jesus was taking care of her, and that trust gave us peace."

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. "So, even now, when we can’t see Jesus or watch a miracle happen in front
of us, we can still believe in His power and promises."

“That’s exactly right," Ryan said. "Faith means trusting that Jesus is at work, even when we can’t see or
understand all the details. It’s about believing in His authority and His goodness, no matter what.”

“That’s right,” Ryan said. “The nobleman’s story shows us a journey of faith. He started in desperation,
driven by his love for his son. Then, he chose to trust in Jesus’ words, even without seeing the results
immediately. By the end, his faith was complete as he witnessed Jesus’ power and authority firsthand."”

Ariel’s eyes lit up with understanding. “It’s amazing how his faith grew through the story. He believed
before he saw anything happen. That must have been so hard, but it shows how much he trusted Jesus."



Ryan smiled warmly. "That’s a great insight, Ariel. The nobleman’s faith challenges us to trust God
more in our own lives. Just like when we pray or face challenges, it’s about trusting Jesus even when
we don’t see the answers right away."

Ariel nodded thoughtfully. "I want to trust Jesus like that. Even when it’s hard to see what He’s doing, I
want to believe that He’s working, just like the nobleman did.”

Takeaway: Faith in Jesus’ Word

In John 4:43-54, Jesus demonstrates His power to heal from a distance and teaches the importance of
faith without sight. The nobleman’s son is healed because the nobleman believes in Jesus’ word and
trusts in His power, even before he sees the miracle. This story shows that faith in Jesus is the key to
receiving His healing and transformation in our lives. It’s not about physical proximity or visible signs
—it’s about trusting in Jesus’ word and believing in His authority. The nobleman’s faith teaches us that
true faith goes beyond sight—it believes in Jesus, even when we don’t see the outcome right away.

To bring this message home, Ryan added, “Sometimes we face situations where we pray and don’t see
things change right away. Just like the nobleman, we need to trust that Jesus is at work, even if we
don’t see it yet. Maybe it’s a prayer for a friend, or something we’re struggling with. True faith means
believing Jesus is working, even when we can’t see how.” Ariel nodded, feeling encouraged by the
reminder that faith is about trusting Jesus’ power and timing, even beyond what we can see.

Interactive Reflections

1. Jesus healed the nobleman’s son from a distance. How does this show that Jesus’ power isn’t
limited by space or time?

2. The nobleman believed Jesus’ word before he saw the results. How can you trust Jesus even
when you don’t see answers immediately?

3. Think of a time when you prayed for something. How did trusting in Jesus help you, even if the
answer didn’t come right away?

4. Jesus said, “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” What does it mean to have
faith without needing to see miracles?

Songs or Poetry
Children’s Poem: “Trust in His Word”



*“A nobleman came to Jesus one day,
‘Heal my son,” he began to pray.

‘Go thy way; thy son lives,’ said He,
Faith in His word was the key.

Without a sign, the man believed,

A miracle he then received.

Jesus heals with love so true,

Trust in His word—He’ll guide you too!”*

Mr. Fluffernutter’s Perspective

“Mr. Fluffernutter says believing without seeing is like trusting that carrots are growing even when you
can’t see them yet! Jesus healed the nobleman’s son with just His word, and Fluffy thinks that’s even
better than a field of carrots. What about you—what do you think it means to trust Jesus’ word? Share
your thoughts below!”

Ariel’s Journal Reflection

"Today, we saw how Jesus healed the nobleman’s son from far away. I realized that faith isn’t about
seeing miracles right in front of us—it’s about trusting in Jesus’ power and promises. The nobleman
believed Jesus’ words, even when he couldn’t see what was happening. It makes me think about how I
can trust Jesus in my own life, even when I don’t have all the answers. Sometimes, waiting is hard, but
this story reminded me that Jesus is always working, and His word is always true."

Alice’s Reflection with Mr. Fluffernutter

Alice hugged Mr. Fluffernutter tightly, her eyes sparkling with excitement. “Fluffy, I think trusting
Jesus is like closing your eyes and letting someone lead you. You can’t see where you’re going, but you
know you’ll be okay because they love you.” She giggled, lifting Mr. Fluffernutter into the air. “Do you
think the nobleman’s son felt super happy when he got better? I bet he hugged his dad so tight! I’ll try
to trust Jesus like that, even if I don’t see everything right away.”

KJV Scripture

* John 4:50: “Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word
that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.”

* John 4:52: “Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And they said unto
him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.”

* John 4:53: “So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus said unto him,
Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole house.”
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